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Application filed October 15, 1930. Serial No. 488,865. 
This invention relates to a putting game 

appliance, and the invention has a two-fold 
object, first, to provide a device well adapted 
for golf putting practice, both indoors and 
outdoors, and second, to provide a device 
which provides the principal physical equip 
ment for a competitive game for two or more 
players, serving to test the skill and accuracy 
of the players in making putting shots. Fur 

o ther objects of the invention are to provide a 
device of the character above outlined so con 
structed that when a player makes an accu 
rate shot, putting the ball over the hole or 
seat intended by the shot, he will not be 
penalized by a rebound of the ball out of its 
seat or hole so long as the force of his stroke 
has been approximately correct, and, fur 
ther, so constructed as to prevent spinning 
and rolling of the ball on the edge of the 

2n hole when the ball strikes the latter slightly 
eccentrically. Still another object of the in 
vention has been to provide an appliance of 
the nature indicated having a plurality of 
ball holes or seats of differing play values 

5 

cated relatively to the holes or seats as to 
both aid a ball approach to a high value hole 
and oppose overrunning of the ball from a 
lower value hole into a higher value hole. 
The device of the invention, its manner of 

use and capabilities, and its utility as both a 
practice device and a game device will all be 
understood and appreciated by persons fa 
miliar with devices of this class from the 

85 following detailed description, taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing in 
which I have illustrated one simple and prac 
tical embodiment of the invention, and 
wherein- . . . . . 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the device. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal section on 

the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse section on 

the line 3-3 of Fig.1. t 
45 The appliance, in the form herein shown, 

holes 25, and end holes 10; the second row as 
consisting of two holes 50 respectively located 
'beyond and between the hole 100 and the holes 
25, and a single hole 75 located beyond and be 

and equipped with means so formed and lo 

is a one piece or integral casting, comprising : 
a horizontal plate A formed with an inclined 
front platform or, approach B of the full 
width of the plate, a central leg C which, 
with the bottom edge of the approach B, con 
stitutes a stable support for the plate A, and 
an upstanding guard wall D on the front 
edge of the plate, said wall preferably extend 
ing down the opposite sides of the plate and . . 
approach, and having the curved or rounded 
form shown. is 
In the plate A are formed a group of ball 

Seating holes. The number and arrange 
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ment of these holes may be varied, within the 
purview of the invention, but they are pref 
erably Symmetrically grouped in transverse 
rows, with the holes of each row in staggered 
relation to the holes of an adjacent row. In 
the form illustrated, I have shown the front 
row as consisting of a central hole 100, side 

tween the holes 50 and in longitudinal align-o 
ment with the hole 100. The reference nu-i 
merals by which the above holes are identi 
fied may also be taken as indicating the rela 
tive play values of the holes, it being observed 
that the object is to drive the ball as closely as 15 
possible along the longitudinal center line 
(indicated by the section line22), with just 
the right force to place it in hole 100, but if 
slightly over-shot, to land it in hole 75. A 
slight variation is designed to land the ball in si) 
either of the holes 50; a wider variation places 
the balls in either of the holes 25; while a 
poor shot may land the balls in either of the 
holes 10. To hold the ballin line of approach 
to a hole and prevent side movement thereof s5 
under insufficient momentum of the ball, I 
preferably form shallow channels Ein the 
upper surface of the approach B and extend 
ing into the plate A, each of these channels 
terminating at the front edge of a hole, and 90 



between the rear edge of hole 100 and the 
front edge of hole 75 may also form a sim 
ilar channel E' aimed to guide a ball rolling 
over the hole 100 into the hole 75. 
So far as I am aware, game devices of this 

character have been formed with round holes 
or seats of somewhat less diameter than the 
diameter of the ball. I have found by ex 
periment that when the holes are thus made 
perfectly round, a ball which may be ac 
curately driven into substantially exact reg 
ister with a hole will not come to rest in the 
latter unless its momentum dies just as it 
reaches the hole, but will strike the rear edge 

ls of the hole and bounce back out of the latter; 
or, if the direction is slightly off to one side, 
the ball will strike one side edge of the hole 
and spin or Wabble around the latter, fre 
quently rolling off. One important object 

20 shown by the present invention has been to 
design a form of ball seat that would reward 
an accurately directed shot on the part of the 
player by preventing this rebound or spin 

. 

25 attained by making the holes of oval or ellip 
soidal form with their major axes of some 
what greater length than the diameter of the 
ball and disposed parallel to the path of 

- the ball, and their minor axes of a length 
30 slightly less than the diameter of the ball. 

As a result of this, as the ball enters the hole 
and tends to drop, it is caught at opposite 
sides by the side edges of the hole, as clearly. 
shown in Figs. 1 and 3, and, unless the mo- P 

35 mentum is too great, is held in that position 
so that the advancing side of the ball does 
not strike and rebound from the rear end wall 
of the hole, nor does the ball tend to spin or 
wabble on the edge of the hole. In other 

40 words, the ball, unless considerably over-shot, 
readily comes to rest and is held in the hole. 
If, however, on reaching the first hole 100, 
the momentum is sufficient to cause it to jump 
over that hole, the ball readily rolls along 

45. the channel E' and comes to rest in the next 
lower value hole 75. - . . . 
In the preferred form of the invention I 

also provide on the top surface of the plate A 
a number of ridges or bunkers F and G. The 

50 Small ridges Flocated on opposite sides of the 
highest value hole 100 serve to direct a ball 
that is slightly to one side of the center line 
of approach into the hole 100, thus aiding 
the shot while the chief function of the longer 

55 ridges G is to prevent a poor shot, over-run 
ning one of the lower value holes such as 25 
and 10, from putting the ball, by a rebound 
from the guard wall D or by a side Wabble, 
into a higher value hole. To some extent, 

60 also, these ridges Gaida good shot inlanding 
the ball in one of the higher value holes, such 
as 100, 75 and 50. . . . ... Manifestly the device may be employed 
either indoors on a carpet or rug, or outdoors 

65 on a smooth lawn or putting green; and it 

g and I have found that this object may be p 
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is also obvious that the appliance may be used 
simply for putting practice, or as a game be 
tween two or more players, that player mak 
ing the highest score in a given number of 
shots, Winning the game. . . . 
I claim: - 
1. A putting game appliance of the char 

acter described, comprising a horizontal 
plate formed with an inclined approach on 
its front edge and a group of ball seating 
holes beyond said approach, said holes being 
of oval form with their major axes of 
greater length than the diameter of the ball 
and parallel to the path of approach of the 
ball, and their minor axes of slightly less 
length than the diameter of the ball, where 
by the ball, on rolling into a hole, is sus 
pended by engagement with the opposed 
side edges of the hole. 

2. A putting game appliance of the char 
acter described, comprising a horizontal 
plate formed with a curved upstanding 
guard Wall on its rear edge, an inclined ap 
roach on its front edge, and a group of 

ball seating holes between said approach and 

70 

75 

80) 

85. 

90. 
guard wall, said holes being of oval form 
With their major axes of greater length than 
the diameter of the ball and parallel to the 
path of approach of the ball, and their minor 
axes of slightly less length than the diameter 
of the ball. ... - . . . 

3. A putting game appliance of the char 
95. 

acter described, comprising a horizontal 
late formed with an upstanding guard wall 

On its rear edge, an inclined approach on 
its front edge, and a group of ball seating 
holes between said approach and guard wall, 
said plate and its approach being formed 
With independent shallow channels leading 
into the front edges of said holes. 

4. A putting game appliance of the char 
acter described comprising a horizontal 
plate formed with an inclined approach on 
its front edge, and a group of ball seating 
holes beyond said approach having differ 
ent play values, and ridges on said plate 

OG. 

i05: 

alo 

flanking certain of said holes and serving to . . . 
both aid a ball approach to a high value hole 
and oppose over-running of the ball from a 
lower Value hole into a higher value hole. 

5. A putting game appliance of the char 
acter described, comprising a horizontal 
plate formed with an upstanding guard wall 
on its rear edge and an inclined approach on 
its front edge, and a plurality of transverse 2 
rows of ball seating holes between said ap proach and guard wall, said holes having 
different play values, and ridges on said 
plate flanking certain of said holes and serv. 
ing to, both aid a ball approach to a high 
value hole and oppose over-running of the 
ball from a lower value hole into a higher 
value hole. 6. A putting game appliance of the char. 
acter described, comprising a horizontal 

125 

J30. 
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plate formed with a ity of transverse 
rows of ball seating holes having different 
play values, a curved upstanding guard wall 
on its rear edge, and a rectangular inclined 
approach on its front edge formed with shal 
low channels leading into the respective 
holes of said plate, and ridges on said plate 
flanking certain of said holes and serving 
to both aid a ball approach to a high value 
hole and oppose over-running of the ball 
from a lower value hole into a higher value 
hole. - 

JAMES H. BOYE. 

  


