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To all whon, it invay concert: 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL H. WILCOX, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ieb 
anon, in the county of Boone and State of In 

5 diana, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Dividers for Mowing or 
Reaping Machines, of which the following is 
a Specification. 

Frequently heretofore, especially in fields 
Io which were “lodged’ and tangled, there has 

been great difficulty in properly separating 
the Stalks of grass or grain to be cut from 
those to remain standing. Indeed the point 
of the shoe when passing through such tan 

I5 gled grass or grain frequently becomes en 
tangled therewith to such an extent as to pull 
the same out by the roots, and causes in many 
Cases a ragged, uneven, and imperfect sepa 
lation between the cut and standing grass or 

2O grain. 
The object of my said invention is to pro 

duce a device to be attached to the shoe at 
the outer end of the finger-bar in mowing 
and reaping machines by which the standing 

25 grass or grain may be efficiently divided and 
tanging thereof thus avoided. Said inven 
tion will be first fully described, and the novel 
features thereof then pointed out in the 
claims. - . 

3o Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
which are made a part hereof and on which 
similar letters and figures of reference indi 
Cate similar parts, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view illustrating a mowing-machine provided 

35 with my said invention in use; Fig. 2, a frag 
mentary top or plan view of the invention and 
the immediately adjacent parts on an en 
larged scale; and Fig. 3, a vertical sectional 
view illustrating said invention as seen from 

4o the inside of the shoe, the point of sight be 
ing indicated by the dotted line 33 in Fig. 2. 

In said drawings the portions marked A 
represent the sickle, generally speaking, espe 
cially the finger-bar, B the shoe on the outer 

45 end of said bar, and C the rod, which is the 
principal feature of my present invention. 

All parts of the mowing or reaping machine 
except the rod C and its attachments are or 
may be of any usual or desired form, and as 

5o they form no part of my present invention 
said parts will not be further described herein, 

except incidentially in describing said inven 
tion. 
The rod C has a part 1, which extends for 

Wardly and upwardly, its extreme lower point 55 
being at the bend 2. It then rises vertically 
to the bend 3 and runs thence backwardly to 
the bend 4, thence upwardly to the bend 5, 
while its rear portion 6 extends out and takes 
the place and performs the work of the usual 6o 
guide-board. This rod is secured to the shoe 
by means of the clip C and the plate C°. The 
clip C' is preferably formed of sheet metal 
bent around and secured to the rod C by riv 
ets, as shown. 65 
The plate C* is a metal plate secured to the 

shoe B by a bolt b. It has an eye at the front 
end, through which the vertical portion of the 
rod 6 between the bends 4 and 5 passes and 
whereby said rod is prevented from turning 7o 
relatively to the shoe. This plate is shown 
with a series of holes, one of which is occu 
pied by the bolt b. Such series is provided 
for the purpose of permitting the device to 
be attached to mowers or reapers having dif- 75 
ferent-sized shoes. These shoes are always 
provided with a hole to which a guide-board 
is commonly attached, and by providing this 
plate with a series of holes it can be attached 
to any machine by simply removing said 8o 
guide-board and inserting the bolt b in the 
hole in the shoe and in that one of the holes 
in the plate C°which most nearly registers 
there with when the clip C' is drawn over the . 
point of the runner, all as shown most plainly 85 
in Fig. 2. 
The operation is as follows: The upwardly 

inclined part 1 of the rod C when in place 
extends forward into the grass or grain and 
presses that with which it comes in contact go 
downwardly and separates it, as indicated 
most plainly in Fig. 2, thus completely divid 
ing the stalks and pushing them apart, thus 
making a clean line of demarcation through 
the field. In order that this may be done 95 
effectually, the lowest point to which the stalks 
are to be forced must be close to the ground, 
as at the bend 2 in the rod; but it is neces 
sary in order that said stalks may be cut 
properly that they be released so as to spring Ioo 
upward somewhat after being thus pressed 
apart. The vertical portion of the rod be 
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tween the bends 2 and 3 is therefore provided, 
which permits the stalks to rise up to some 
extent, but not to again come in contact with 
each other So as to become tangled. 
By means of my invention the portion to be 

cut and that to remain standing are clearly 
and evenly separated, and a perfect swath is 
the result. 
Having thus fully described my said inven 

tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is 

1. A divider adapted to be attached to the 
shoes of mowing and reaping machines con 
sisting essentially of a rod the extreme for 
ward end of which is at a considerable eleva 
tion, the rod running thence rearwardly and 
downwardly to a point in front of the shoe 
close to the ground, then upwardly for a short 
distance, and thence rearwardly to where it 
is attached to the shoe, substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 

2. The combination, with a mowing or reap 
ing machine, of a rod C comprising a divider 
portion, and a guide portion 6, and secured 
to the shoe by the clip C thereon and the ad 
justable plate C°through which it passes, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

3. An attachment for mowing and reaping 
machines consisting of a rod comprising the 
inclined divider part 1, and a rearwardly-ex 
tending guide part 6, and having the bends 
2, 3, 4 and 5 at intermediate points, with suit 
able attaching devices whereby the same is 
secured to the shoe of the machine, substan 
tially as shown and described. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand and seal, at Lebanon, Indiana, this 13th 
day of August, A. D. 1896. 

SAMUEL H. WILCOX. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

OLTVER P. PERKINS, 
W. O. DARNALL. 
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