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(|1 (57) Abstract: In the disclosed flexible tube for fluid transport, a resin

layer (5) is provided to the outer periphery of an interlocked tube (3). The
resin layer (5) shields the fluid flowing within the interlocked tube (3). An
internal-pressure-resistant reinforcing layer (7) is provided to the outer pe-
riphery of the resin layer (5). The internal-pressure-resistant reinforcing
layer (7) is a layer that reinforces primarily against internal pressure, etc.
of the fluid flowing within the interlocked tube (3). An axial-force rein-
forcing layer (9) is provided to the outer periphery of the internal-pres-
sure-resistant reinforcing layer (7). The axial-force reinforcing layer (9) is
a reinforcing layer primarily for suppressing the interlocked tube (3) from
deforming in the axial direction of the flexible tube (1). The axial-force re-
inforcing layer (9) is formed from alternately winding two layers of rein-
forcing strips (15) with a long pitch. The reinforcing strips (15) are each
configured from a metal strip (17), a resin layer (19) that covers the strip
(17), and the like. The resin layer (19) is resin to which a microparticulate
sulfide-trapping material has been added.
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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1 - 2

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

“Flexible tube for transportation of liquid which comprises at least
a tube body having flexibility, a resin layer provided on the outer
circumference of the tube body, an internal pressure-resistant
reinforcement layer provided on the outer circumference of the resin
layer, an axial force reinforcement layer provided on the outer
circumference of the internal pressure-resistant reinforcement layer,
and a protection layer provided on the outer circumference of the axial
force reinforcement layer, and wherein the axial force-reinforcement
layer is formed from a reinforcement strip which is configured by coating
a metal strip body with a coating resin” is described in the document
1 (JP 54-128022 A (Dunlop Ltd.), 4 October 1979 (04.10.1979), entire
text, fig. 1 - 2, & US 4402346 A & GB 2016638 A & FR 2420073 Al & ES
241999 U). The invention in claim 1 cannot be considered to be novel
in the light of the invention described in the document 1, and does not
have aspecial technical feature. Asaresultof judgingspecial technical
features with respect to claims dependent on claim 1, it is considered
that the following four inventions are involved.

Meanwhile, theinventioninclaiml havingno special technical feature
is classified into invention 1.

(Invention 1) the inventions in claims 1, 2
(Invention 2) the invention in claim 3
(Invention 3) the inventions in claims 4, 5, 10, 11

(Invention 4) the inventions in claims 6, 7, 8, 9

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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