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4 Claims.

My invention refers to an improved filing and
display case, in which records, samples, photo-
graphs, and pictures may be stored or filed and
by a simple manipulation examined or displayed.

The object of my invention is tc provide a
means by which records, samples, photographs,
and pictures can bhe filed and then hung in a
positicn where they can most conveniently be
illuminated and examined without straining the
body or eyesight. A further object of my inven-
tion is to depart from the present method of
filing matters in drawers which requires one to

bend over or kneel and adjust means of illumi- |

nation in order to examine the same and in its
place to provide a large number of small boxes
with means for hanging the same on a bar suit-
ably placed and illuminated for a close exami-
nation of the contents.

In the accompanying drawing, in which I have
shown selected embodiments of the invention:

Fig. 1 is a front view of a filing and display
cabinet having one form of the invention applied
thereto;

Fig. 2 is a view substantially on the line 2-—2
of Fig. 1, but showing one of the receptacles as
being pulled out of the casing;

Fig. 3 is a section approx1mately on the line
3—3 of Fig. 1, but showing the receptacle in the
same position as in Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a view apmelma.tely on the line 4—4
of Fig. 1, but showing the parts in different
positions.

Referring first to Fig. 1, I have shown therein
a casing |, which may be of any suitable con-
struction, adapted to contain a plurality of re-
ceptacles in suitable compartments. These com-
partments are indicated by the dividing parti-
tions 2, and the receptacles in those compart-
ments may, for example, have the form of the
usual box or drawer 3, or may be of any other
suitable form. Preferably, each receptacle is pro-
vided on its face with a handle 4 and a label-
receiving space 5, as is usual.

The partitions 2 are preferably of sufficient
thickness to separate the receptacles, as is also
usual in this art, and directly in front of one
or more of the partitions I provide means for
supporting a bar, for a purpose which will pres-
ently appear.

In Fig. 1, I have indicated a bar 6 supported
in holders or brackets T having hooks 8 (Figs. 3
and 4) adapted to be received in holes 8 in fit-
tings secured to the edge portions of the casing
beyond the edges of the receptacles. The bar §
may be permanently secured to two of the brack~
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ets T if desired, or may be made detachable there-
from, although, preferably, these parts are all
secured together so that the bar 6 and its two
brackets may form an attachment which may
be detachably secured to the casing by insertion
of the hocks 8 of the two brackets in any pair of
holes 8. 'The brackets have sufficient vertical
extent so that they rest against the face of the
casing when the hooks are engaged in the holes,
as will be seen from Figs, 3 and 4, and thus a
rigid support for the bar is obtained.

Preferably, each receptacle, for example a box
8, is provided adjacent its rear lower edge with
one or more hooks i0, which, when the receptacle
is pulled out of its receptacle, may be used to
engage the bar § and thus support the receptacle
in some such position as shown in Figs. 2 and 3,
wherein the contents of the receptacle will be
easily seen. The attachment may be moved up
or down o a convenient height, and may be
used to supvport either the receptacles which are
normally in the casing adjacent to the bar of the
attachment, or may be used to support other re-
ceptacles which are pulled out of the casing above
or below the bar. For example, in Fig. 1, the
bar & may be used to support one of the lower-
most receptacles 3’ or one of the uppermost ones
3’’, or may be used to support one of the re-
ceptacles immediately adjacent to the bar 6 in
its location as shown in Fig. 1. The hook € is
shown as opening upwardly or outwardly, and
if the bar 6 is placed immediately above the
receptacle which is to be pulled out of the casing,
then, as that container is pulled out, it may be
tipped upwardly so that the hook will readily
engage the bar. As plainly shown, each hoock
preferably does not extend materially below the
bottor of the receptacle to which it is secured,
whereby the receptacle may be freely removed
from its compartment and returned thereto with-
out the hook interfering with one of the parti-
tions or with the bar of the attachment.

In the above description, I have assumed that
only one bar 6 is to be used, but I may conven-
iently employ several bars in a rack, as shown
in the drawing. This rack may be used either in
connection with receptacles 3, or may be used as
a receptacle itself for the display of maps, for
example, or other documents which may be hung
on a rack.

The rack comprises pieces |1 which may be
provided with hooks 12 to engage the bar 6, and
which are joined together by bars I3 parallel to
the bar 6 and so spaced on the side pieces that,
when the rack is hooked onto the end of the bar
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6§ as shown in Fig, 1, the bars 13 will occupy
positions in front of the partitions 2. When the
rack is in that position, the side pieces it will
likewise be outside of the receptacles, and thus it
will be seen that, when the rack is in the position
shown in Fig. 1, any receptacle may be pulled out
of its compartment, and the hook (0 of that
receptacle may be caught on the bar 6 or one of
the bars 13,

Preferably, the side pieces {1 are provided with
braces (4 pivoted thereto, for example on the
ends of one of the bars 13, and these braces are
provided with hooks 15 at their lower ends, which
are bent inwardly and are adapted to be received
within one of the holes 9, as plainly shown in
Fig. 4. It will thus be seen that the braces will
support the rack either in the position shown in
full lines in Fig. 4 or in dotted lines in that figure,
and may thus present for display and inspection
anything which may be suitably supported on the
bars 13. Likewise, if found expedient, the recep-
tacles 3 may be supported on the bars {3 when in
any of the positions indicated in Fig. 4, although
normally when one of the receptacles 3 is to be
supported outside the casing, the rack will occupy
the position shown in Figs. 2 and 3, where any
one of the bars 6 or 13 is available to engage the
hook or hooks 18. However, it will be noted that
the bars {8 have their centers disposed substan-
tially in a common plane not extending through
the bar 8, so that when a box is hung on the bar
€ as in Fig. 3, its bottom can contact with all the
bars 13. Thus, as the rack is raised or lowered,
the box can be moved with it.

The device thus obviously is one which is ca-
pable of displaying the contents of the casing in
convenient position for inspection. The device
has been found particularly useful in connection
with filing cases or cabinets in libraries where
space is at a premium. TUsually, the cases in a
library are placed along rather narrow corridors,
and the receptacles at the bottom or the top of a
casing are so placed that it is difficult to inspect
the contents thereof. For example, if it is de-
sired to inspect the contents of a receptacle near
the bottom of a casing, it is necessary to bend
over into an uncomfortable position, and often-
times the lighting facilities are such as to make
the light illuminating the receptacle insufficient
for ready inspection of its contents,

According to my device, however, it is possible
to remove the bottom receptacle, for example,
and to place it at a convenient height on the
casing where its contents may be readily in-
spected with respect both to illumination and as
to positicn of the inspector.

While I have shown the invention as embodied
in specific forms, it is to be understood that
various changes in details may be made without
departing from the scope of the invention, as
defined by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. In combination, a filing and display case
comprising a plurality of compartments, each
adapted to contain a receptacle, said compart-
ments being disposed one above the other in the
casing and separated by partitions, a rack hav-
ing a plurality of bars spaced apart a distance
equal to the spacing of said partitions and each
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bar being of less thickness than one of said par-
titions, and means for supporting said rack on
the front of said casing, with each of said bars
substantially in line with one of said partitions.

2. In combination, a filing and display case
comprising a plurality of compartments, each
adapted to contain a receptacle, said compart-
ments being disposed one above the other in the
casing and separated by partitions, a rack hav-
ing a plurality of bars spaced apart a distance
equal to the spacing of said partitions and each
bar being of less thickness than one of said par-
titions, means for pivotally supporting said rack
on the front of said casing on a horizontal pivot,
with each of said bars substantially in line with
one of said partitions, whereby said rack may be
swung cutwardly from the casing, and means for
supporting said rack in any one of several posi-
tions with respect to the casing.

3. In combination, & filing and display cas2
comprising a plurality of compartments, each
adapted to contain a receptacle, said compari-
ments being disposed one above the cther in the
casing and separated by partitions, a rack hav-
ing a plurality of bars spaced apart a distance
equal to the spacing of said partitions and each
bar being of less thickness than one of said par-
titions, means for pivotally supporting said rack
on the front of said casing on a horizontal pivot,
with each of said bars substantially in line with
one of said partitions, whereby said rack may be
swung outwardly from the casing, means for sup-
porting said rack in any one of several positions
with respect to the casing, each of said recep-
tacles having one or more hooks thereon, and
means on said casing for pivotally engaging said
hooks on the receptacles and for supporting said
receptacles in contact with said rack.

4. In combination, a casing comprising a plu-
rality of compartments disposed one above the
other and each having a removable receptacle
therein, said casing having vertically extending
edge portions at opposite sides of said compart-
ments and horizontally extending partitions sep-
arating adjacent compartments, a plurality of
pairs of fittings on said edge portions, the two
fittings in each pair having attaching means dis-
posed adjacent one of said partitions and sub-
stantially identical with attaching means on cor-
responding fittings of other pairs, an attachment
separate from said casing and comprising a pair
of brackets and a bar extending therebetween,
said bar being not materially thicker than one of
said partitions and said brackets having attach-
ing means adapted to cooperate with the attach-
ing means of any one of said pairs of fittings to
detachably support the attachment on the casing
with said bar in front of, and in line with, one of
said partitions, and hooks on said receptacles
adapted to support them on said bar, the hoocks
on a given receptacle not extending materially
below the bottom thereof, whereby said attach-
ment may be supported by any one of said pairs
of fittings and any receptacle may be freely re-
moved from its compartment and hung on said
bar in a position where the contents of the recep-
tacle may be best illuminated and examined.

JOHN H. FEDELER.
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