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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES STANLEY
STOKES, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings
and State of New York, haveinvented an Im-
provement in Umbrellas, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to catch devices for
umbrellas, whereby the frame may be se-
curely held in the closed or open position,
and enabling the same to be operated with
facility, the main feature of my invention
being its simple and inexpensive construc-
tion.

In the drawings accompanying this appli-
cation, Figure 1 is a side view of a portion of
an umbrella-stick, showing the runner sup-
porting the cateh, which is in the locked po-
sition. Fig. 21is a similar view to Fig. 1, but
showingthecatchopen. Fig.3isadetail view
of the catch-support.

In said figures, 1 indicates an umbrella-
stick, and 2 a runner or sleeve having an an-
nular brace-connecting device at one end.
Said sleeve 2 has the ears 3, which project
upwardly in substantially parallel lines, and
which are formed by making an incision in
the material of the sleeve and bending up-
wardly the portion thusliberated. Theedges
§ formed in the runner by the incisions which
liberate the ears 3 form openings in which
the thumb and finger of the operator are in-
serted to slide the runner upon the stick, and
said edges provide a frictional surface which
enables a substantial grip or purchase to be
obtained, whereby the operation of opening
and closing the umbrella is greatly facilitated.
A pin 7, bearing a spring, connects the ears 3,
being secured thereto, and upon said pin'7 is
pivotally mounted a catch-lever 4, having a
hook-shaped engaging portion with flaring
end 6, which is arranged to pass through an
aperture in the sleeve and to enter hole or
recess 5 in the stick.

The tension of the spring causes the engag-
ing end 6 to be normally depressed, and thus
said end, which has a flat smooth surface,
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runsalong the stick with themovementof the

sleeve until the hole or recess 5 is reached,
which it enters. 1preferto employ a hollow
metallic stick, asthe flared end 6 of the cateh-
lever,when passed intohole 5,will bind against
the edge of the hole and thus not be liable to
become accidentally displaced. To release
the catch, the lever is pressed upon, as indi-
cated inthe drawings, by the finger. (Shown
in dotted lines.)

The cateh-lever 4 lies snugly along the run-
ner, in parallelism therewith, and the extent
of its lateral projection therefrom is approxi-
mately coincident with the edge of the brace-
supporting annulus. Thus the said catch-le-
ver forms no objectionable projection to pre-
vent the neat folding of the umbrella-cover.

I am aware that it is not new to the art to
employ catch-levers for operating runners,
and I do not claim such broadly as my inven-
tion, but

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In an umbrella, in combination, a hollow
stick having a hole therein near each end; a
sleeve or runner slidable upon said stick, a
brace-engaging annulus upon said sleeve or
runner, ears 3 upon said runner struck up
from the body of the rununer forming bear-

ings for the catch-lever and thereby provid-
ing an opening 8 upon each side of the run--

ner for the finger and thumb of the operator
to control the movement of the same along
the stick, a spring-lever pivotally supported
by and between said ears, said lever lying
parallel with said runner approximately ina
plane with the periphery of said annulus, one
portion of said lever being hook-shaped and
terminating in a flaring end, and an aperture

in the sleeve or runner in the path of said le- .

ver end, substantially as and for the purpose
shown and described.

CHARLES STANLEY STOKES.

Witnesses:
B. T. VETTERLEIN,
THOMAS C. SHANNON,
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