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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MILTON JACKSON, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented
certain Improvements in Post-Office Lock-
Boxes, of which the following is a spesifica-
tion.

My invention relatesto the doors and door-
frames of post-office lock-boxes, the general
object of my improvements being to simplify
and cheapen the structure without any sacri-
fice of security or efficiency, and a furtherob-
ject being to increase the area of the trans-
parent panel of the door.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
& perspective view of a part of the pigeon-
hole frame of a post-office lock-box structure
with metal doors and door-frames constructed

“in accordance with my invention, the lower

framesbeing detached in order to more clearly
illustrate them. Fig. 2 is a vertical section
on the line 1 2, Fig. 1; Fig. 8, the same with
the door open and one set of hinge-lugs in
section; Fig. 4, a sectional plan view, on a
larger scale, on the line 3 4, Fig. 1. TFig. 5 is
a perspective view of the glass panel of the
door, and Figs. 6, 7, 8, and 9 views illustrat-
ing modifications of certain features of the
invention.

A represents part of the wooden pigeon-
hole frame of a post-office lock-box structure,
to the front of which are secured the metal
frames B for the doors D, the latter being also
of metal, buthaving glass panels so as to per-
mit the contents of the box or pigeon-hole to
be inspected from the outside.

Each door-frame consists of upperandlower
bars @ o’ and opposite side bars b V', the bars
a @’ of adjoining frames covering the front
faces of the horizontal strips of the pigeon-
hole frame andthe bars b’ covering the front
faces of the vertical strips of said frame.

The bar b of each door-frame is a narrow
strip fitting within the pigeon-hole and offset
from the top and bottom bars o o/, so that it
can be overlapped by the bar b’ of the adja-
cent frame, said bar having at the top and
bottom notches d for the reception of the ends
of the top and bottom bars.a o of the frame,
which it overlaps.

Each frame B is secured to the pigeon-hole
structure by two screws f 7, passing through

openings in the bar b/, and as the opposite
bar b is retained, as above set forth, by the
bar b’ of the adjacent frame these two screws
are-all that is necessary to secure each door-
frame to the pigeon-hole frame, exceptin the
case of the end frames of the structure, the
plates b of which are secured to the end strips
of the pigeon-hole frame by tratisverse screws
J’, and are provided with flanges b®for cov-
ering the front face of said end strip.

When it is not desired to offset the side bar
b of the door-frame, the bar b’ of the frame
may, as shown in Fig. 6, have an offset for re-
ceiving the bar b of the adjoining frame,
which is flush with the top and bottom bars.

The bar b’ of each door-frame has projecting
lugs g ¢’ for the reception of hinge-pins 7,

whereby lugs 1 on the doorD are hung to.

said lugs g ¢, and the door thus hinged to the
door-frame.

The openings for the serews f, whereby the
door-frames are secured to the pigeon-hole
frame, are located between the kinge-lugs g
g’, so that when the door is applied the logs
h of the same cover the heads of the screws
and effectually prevent any access to the Iat-
ter for the purpose of removing the door-
frame. When there is but one hinge-lug ¢’
on the door-frame for each lug 7 on the door,
the screw-opening willbe above or belowsaid
lug ¢’, according as the lug % is above or
below the same. This mode of securing the
metallic door-frame to the pigeon-hole frame
is much simpler and quite as secure as the
plan which has been resorted to of forming
inwardly-projecting lugs or flanges on each
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side bar of the door-frame and securing these *

lugs or flanges to the vertical strips of the
pigeon-hole frame by rivets passing laterally
through said strips and flanges. This old
method of construction necessitated special
adaptation of the wood-work to the door-
frame and entailed such niceties of construe-
tion and erection that the work was done by
skilled mechanics at the factory or place of
production, whereas in my case the construe-
tion of the wood-work and the proper secur-
ing of the door-frames and hanging of the
doors do not demand any especial skill and
can besatisfactorily performed by local me-
chanics at the place where the structure is to
be used. ' '
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£ One of the main features of this part of my
invention is the securing of the door-frames
or metallic front to the wooden pigeon-hole
frame A by screws or other fastenings pass-
ing into the frontof said frame and protected
by the doors when the latter are hung. The
proper carrying out of this idea does not
necessarily include- the overlapping of one
frame by the other. TFor instance, the door-
frames may meet each other edge to edge over
the entire front of the frame A, the bars 0’ of
the frames being secured, as before de-
scribed, but the top bar of one frame and
bottom bar of the adjacent frame being re-
tained bythe head of a serew f? or other fast-
ening, which overlaps both bars, as shown in
Fig. 7, and, if desired, the front bar b of each
door-frame may have a projection fitting be-
neath or into a recess in the bar b’ of the ad-
joining frame and secured by a screw or other
fastening, as also shown in said figure, but in
all casesthe heads of thescrews orotherfast-
enings should be so overlapped by the doors
or some parts of the doors, when the latter
are hung, that access cannot be had to said
fastenings for the purpose of removing the
same. The opening for each hinge-pin ¢
passesthrough theupper hinge-lng g through

_the lug % on the door and partly through the

lower hinge-lug ¢’, as shown in Fig. 3, where-
by when the hinge-pin has been inserted it
cannot be driven out by an instrument ap-
plied to one end of it, as it could if it passed
completely through both lugs ¢ ¢’. When
the door-frame has single hinge-lugs, the pin
is passed through an opening in the hinge-
lug % on the door and driven into the open-
ing, passing part way through the lug ¢’ on
the door-frame, as shown in Fig. 9, the bind-
ing of the pin in the latter opening holding
it in place.

The door has on the inside a bolt-casing G
with spring-bolt II, the latter engaging with
an opening m in the bar b of the door-frame,
and being under control of lock mechanism
carried by a casing I, the operating-arm % of
the lock aecting on the bolt through the
mediaom of a lever J, so that said bolt will be
withdrawn by a right-hand movement of the
key.

'i:he door has a glass panel M, as usual; but
in order to expose as much as possible of the
interior of the box and offer but little ob-
struction to the passage of light, this panel,
besides occupying the entire lower portion of
the door, extends throughout a portion of the
door almost to the upper edge of the same,
the lock and bolt casing being contracted in
area in order to permit this extension and
being located in one of the upper corners of
the door-frame; or, if desired, the lock-casing

‘may be in one of the lower corners, the panel
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being shaped accordingly. The panel M has
at the rear a flange n, projecting on all sides,
this flange being seated against a packing «,
bearing on a shoulder o’ around the opening
in the door, this packing being of rubber,

leather, or like material, so as to provide an
elastic seat for the panel and prevent the
breaking of the same by the slamming of the
door. The panel is retained by means of
overlapping claw-platesw at the corners, these
plates being detachably secured to the frame
by screws w’ and being preferably elastic, or,
if desired, an elastic medium similar to the
packing « may be interposed between the
panel and the claw-plates, the purpose being
to prevent such a rigid confinement of the
panel as would tend to cause breakage on
slamming the door. - The body ¥ of the panel
is so thick that the face of the panel projects
somewhat beyond the face of the door, so as
to permit the ready cleaning of the same.
Such panels have been made with beveled
edges adapted to and seated in bevel-edged
openings in the door; but slight variations in

the size of the panel or opening in such case

prevents the proper seating of the flange n
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on the shoulder of the door, and, moreover, the -

‘beveled portions practically reduce the area
of the panel through which the contents of
the box can be viewed or through which light
can directly pass, whereas it is desirable to
have this area as large as possible. I there-
fore make the edges of the body v of the panel
at right angles, or thereabout, to the face of
the flange n, so that the said body can project
through the opening in the door without hav-
ing any bearing upon the edges of said open-
ing, the proper seating of the flange n being
thus insured and the full area of the opening
rendered available for the passage of light or
the inspection of the contents of the box.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination of the pigeon-hole frame
of a post-office lock-box structure with door-
frames secured thereto by fastenings passing
into the front of said pigeon-hole frame and
overlapped by the doors, all substantially as
specified.

2. The combination of the pigeon-hole frame
of  a post-office lock-box structure with door-
frames secured to the front of said pigeon-
hole frame, the side bar of one door-frame
overlapping the adjoining side bar of the next
door-frame, all substantially as specified.

_ 8. The within-deseribed door-frame for the

pigeon-hole structure of a post-office lock-box,
said frame consisting of top, bottom, and side
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bars, one of said side bars being offset for -

adaptation to the side bar of an adjoining
door-frame, all substantially as specified,

4. The combination of the door-frame hav-
ing top, bottom, and side bars, one of the lat-
ter being offset, with an adjacent door-frame
having a side bar overlapping said offset-bar
and having notches for receiving the ends of
the top and bottom bars, all substantially as
specified. '

5. Thecombinationof thepigeon-hole frame,
doors having hinge-lugs, and door-frames hav-
ing hinge-lugs and openings for the reception

of fastenings, said fastenings being so located -
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in respect to the hinge-lugs that when the
door is hung the heads of the fastenings will
be inaccessible, all substantially as specified.

6. The combination of the door having an
opening therein, a panel adapted to said open-
ing,and the detachable claw-plates confining
the panel at the corners of the same and hav-
ing an elastic bearing on said panel, all sub-
stantially as specified.

7. The combination of the door having an

-opening therein with the panel adapted to

but not seated in said opening and having a
projecting flange seated around the edge of
the opening on the inner side of the door,all
substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. .

MILTON JACKSON.

Witnesses:

‘WILLIAM D. CONNER,
HARRY SMITH,
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