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& (57) Abstract: An inventory system includes a plurality of mobile drive units with a processor control and with a positioning system
& that enables the mobile drive units to navigate a factory floor. The mobile drive units interface with a material handling system to

=

receive order requests and deliver inventory items to pack stations located on the factory floor. The inventory items are stored in trays

stacked into movable inventory pods, which may be transported by the mobile drive units throughout the factory floor. The mobile

drive units dock and undock with the movable inventory pods using a docking mechanism. The movable inventory pods are stored
in a virtual storage grid when they are not being transported by the mobile drive units.
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