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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that we, JAMESD. BROWN and 

JOSEPH. A. CLEAVELAND, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Great Walley, in 
the county of Cattaraugus and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvementsin Hoisting and Dumping Plat 
forms; and we do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
Our invention relates to improved hoisting 

and dumping platforms, principally designed 
in hoisting earth from excavations and dump 
ing the same in cars, carts, or other vehicles 
which carry it away. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

platform of Such character which can be con 
nected with a derrick or other elevating mech 
anism provided with means for dumping the 
Same When hoisted to the proper place, where 
by a great Saving in time and laboris effected. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of parts herein 
after fully described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure I is 

a perspective view of a dumping-platform 
constructed in accordance with our inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a bottom view of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view. 
In the said drawings the reference-numeral 

1 designates two sections, to the upper sides 
of which are hinged two parallel bars 2, the 
hinges which connect these bars and sections 
being designated by the numeral 3. Secured 
to the upper sides of said sections are eyes 4, 
With which are detachably connected hoist 
ing-ropes 5, which are connected with a der 
rick or other elevating apparatus. On the 
under sides the said sections are provided 
with bars 6, the bars of one section, when said 
sections are closed or brought together, bear 
ing against the under side of the other sec 
tion, and thus aiding in holding the same 
should any of the hoisting-ropes break. Se 
cured to the under side of one of said sec 
tions is a plate or bar 7, to which are secured 
two spring-arms 8, which project beyond the 
inner edge of the section and incline out 
Wardly. When said sections are brought to 
gether, these arms engage with a catch 9, ser 
cured to the other section, the opposite sides 

of which are beveled, as seen at 10. Secured 
to the section near said catch is a stud 11, On 
which is pivoted a cam 12, the ends of which 
are adapted to engage with the spring-arms 
and spread them apart to disengage them 
from the catch. This cam is operated by a 
rod 13, provided with a spring 14, the tend 
ency of which is to press the rodlinward and 
throw the cam out of contact with the spring 

S. 

The operation will be readily understood. 
The two sections are closed or brought to 
gether, the spring-arms striking the beveled 
sides of the catch, riding over the same and 
engaging With the catch, so as to hold the sec 
tions in place. The platform formed by said 
sections is then loaded and elevated by the 
derrick to the desired position, when the rod 
13 is pulled out, causing the cam to expand, 
the spring-arms disengaging them from the 
catch, when the weight of the load will cause 
the sections to turn on the hinges, thereby 
dumping the platform of the contents. Upon 
the load being dumped the sections will re 
turn to normal position and belocked in place 
by the spring-arms and catch. 
Having thus fully described our invention, 

what we claim is 
1. In a hoisting and dumping platform, the 

combination of the two sections, the paral 
lel bars hinged thereto, the eyes and hoist 
ing-ropes and the bars secured to the under 
sides of said sections and projecting beyond 
the inner edges thereof, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. In a hoisting and dumping platform, the 
combination with the sections, the parallel 
bars hinged thereto, the bars secured to the 
under sides of said Sections and projecting 
beyond the inner edges thereof, the eyes and 
the hoisting-ropes, of the flaring spring-arms 
secured to one section, the oppositely-beveled 
catch secured to the other section, the pivoted 
cam, the operating-rod and the spring, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose described. 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures in presence of two Witnesses. 

- JAMES D. BROWN. 
JOSEPH A, CLEAVELAND, 

Witnesses: 
JoHN K. WOOD, 
ALFRED W. SMALLMAN, 
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