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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A water gun target including a water receiving and col-
lecting means, a target of foamed plastic material having
at least one planar face having apertures therein, the
panel being of such construction so as to emit a distinct
sound when struck by a stream of water. There is target
means disposed in at least some of the apertures and
a water deflecting means behind the target and extending
beyond the edges of the target to deflect the water into
the water receiving and collecting means.

———————

This invention relates to targets, and more particularly
to targets to be used with water guns.

It is an object of this invention to provide a target
which is particularly adapted for use with toy water guns.

It is another object of the invention to provide a target
which, when used with a water gun, will include means
to collect the excess water which hits the target,

It is still another object to provide a target which will
give an indication when it is struck by water. This is
necessary because water does not leave a permanent
mark on a target in the same manner as does a rifle shell,
a dart or the like, Therefore a different type of indicating
means is desirable to indicate when a spray of water hits
the target.

Another object of the invention is to provide a water
deflecting portion on the back of the target which will
deflect the water which passes through apertures in the
target into the water receiving and collecting area.

It is also an object to construct the water deflecting
portion large enough so that if the target is missed by
a small degree, the water will not hit a wall behind the
targef or otherwise go beyond the back of the target,

It is still another object of the invention to construct
the target of a foamed plastic material such as polysty-
rene or polyurethane. The use of such foamed plastic has
a number of advantages. A rather large target can be
made which is very light in weight and inexpensive.
Further, when the water hits the foamed material, it gives
a “splat” sound which is very appealing to children.

Summary

In general, the invention includes a target portion po-
sitioned within a water receiving and collecting portion,
The target is provided with at least one aperture having
a movable member at least partially obstructing the aper-
ture. Behind the aperture and to the sides of the
target portion is a deflecting portion which will de-
flect the water which comes through the aperture and by
the edge of the target into the water receiving and collect-
ing portion.

Various means may be provided to indicate that the
movable member has been struck. It can rotate or pivot,
or it can energize a switch which will turn on a light. If
the movable portion rotates, or if it is universally mov-
able, as attached by a thread, each side of the movable
member can be a different color so that it will be readily
apparent as it is turned or flipped over to the back side.

The above and other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will readily become apparent from the following

10

20

30

40

50

55

60

65

70

2

detailed description, taken together with the drawings
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one form of the target;

FIG. 2 is a side elevation view taken in cross-section
along lines 2—2 in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a front elevation view of another form of the
target;

FIG. 4 is a side elevation view taken in cross-section
through lines 4—4 in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a detail of one form of the movable member
and switch means;

FIG. 6 is a partial side elevation taken in cross-section
view of another embediment of the invention utilizing a
thread and pin.

Detailed description of the embodiment of
FIGURES 1 and 2

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, a target seen generally
at 10 includes a target portion 12 which is positioned in
a water receiving and collecting portion 14. In the bot-
tom of the water receiving and collecting portion may be
situated an opening 16 having a plug 18 therein. Affixed
to the back of the water receiving and collecting portion
and behind the target 12 is located a water deflecting
portion 20.

The target portion 12 includes a plurality of apertures
22 which have positioned therein movable members 24
which at least partially obstruct the aperture 22. The
movable members 24 are pivotally mounted on pin-type
axes 26. The axes 26 may be positioned within rotary
bearings 28 for easy rotation.

The entire device may be made of any suitable mate-
rial; however, it has been found that particularly the
target portion is best made of a foamed plastic such as
foamed polystyrene. This gives off a “splat” noise when
the water strikes the target. Naturally, the entire struc-
ture may be made of foamed polystyrepe. There is no
deterioration of the material when it becomes wet and it
is light and inexpensive. Also, the water receiving and
collecting portion should be water-tight and of a water
impervious material. The whole target may be positioned
against a wall or, if desired, small weights can be put
in the water receiving and collecting portion to help
maintain the device upright.

In operation it will be seen that the water pistol can be
aimed at the target and when the water hits one of the
movable members 24 it will rotate. The water hitting the
front of target 12 will run down into the water collecting
portion 14. Also the water going through the apertures 22
will hit the water deflecting portion 20 in the rear, and
it will also run down into the trough 14.

A water projecting means in the form of a gun 30 may
be connected to trough 14 by means of a conduit 32.

Detailed description of the embodiments of
FIGURES 3,4, and 5

Referring now to FIGS. 3-5 a water gun target is seen
generally indicated at 160. The target includes a target
portion 112 and a trough or water receiving and collecting
portion 114. There is included a water deflecting portion
120, and apertures 122 located in the target portion, all
substantially identical to that described with regard to
FIGS. 1 and 2.

The movable members are indicated at 124, Tt will be
seen that they pivot on a plurality of wires 126. Wires
126 all connect to leads 128 which in turn connect to a
common wire 130. Wire 130 is connected to one terminal
of a pair of batteries 132, The other terminal of the
batteries is conmected to a wire 134 which runs to a
common line 136. Line 136 is in turn connected to a
plurality of light bulbs 138. The second terminal of the
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light bulbs 138 is connected to a plurality of lines 140
which lead to and terminate just behind the obstructing
movable members 124. The movable members 124 may
be of copper or other conductive material, or coated with
conductive material.

1t will be seen that when the water hits members 124
they will move back and complete the circuit to light the
lights.

Referring to the detail of FIG. 5, a suitable spring
forked type contact 142 is included on the rear portion
of the movable member 124. When the water hits the
movable member 124, the member will pivot toward the
rearward direction. The forked member will engage itself
onto the contact 140. This in turn will energize the light,
and due to the frictional engagement of 140 and 142
the light will remain lit until the movable member is
pulled away. In this manner one can successively attempt
to light all of the lights.

In operation, it will be seen that current will flow from
batteries 132 through lights 138 by means of lines 134
and 136. From lights 138 the current will then flow by
means of line 140 to the movable member 124, through
the movable member 124 to line 128 and 130 and then
to the other terminal of battery 132.

Detailed description of FIGURES 6 and 7

Referrinig now to FIG. 6, a target portion is seen at
212 having an aperture 222 therein. Positioned on the
rear of the target portion 212 is a pin or the like 214.
Attached to the pin is a thread or thin wire 216, which in
turn is connected to a movable member 224. The movable
member will swing and universally pivot and rotate on
the thread when it is hit by a stream of water.

While the invention has been described it will be un-
derstood that it is capable of further modifications and
this application is intended to cover any variations, uses,
or adaptations of the invention following in general, the
principles of the invention and including such departures
from the present disclosure as come within knowledge or
customary practice in the art to which the invention per-
tains, and as may be applied to the essential features
hereinbefore set forth and as fall within the scope of
the invention or the limits of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention what I claim is:

1. A water gun target comprising:

(a) a water receiving and collecting means having
{ront and rear portions,

(b) a target panel consisting of a self-sustaining piece
of foamed plastic having at least one planar face
with apertures therein, said panel being of such con-
struction to emit a distinct sound when struck by
a stream of water, and positioned at least proximate
said water receiving and collecting means between
said front and rear portions,

(c) target means disposed in at least one of said ap-
erfures,

(d) a water deflecting means behind the entire area
of said target for directing water into said water re-
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ceiving and collecting means, said water deflecting
portion extending a substantial distance above and
to the sides of said target whereby water missing the
target as well as water shot through said apertures
will be deflected into said water receiving and col-
lecting means.

2. A water gun target as defined in claim 1 wherein
said target means comprising a movable member at least
partially obstructing said aperture.

3. A water gun target as defined in claim 2 wherein
said movable member rotates on a vertical axis passing
through said target portion.

4. A water gun target as defined in claim 2 wherein
said movable member is freely movable universally with
respect to said aperture.

5. A water gun target as defined in claim 2 wherein
said movable member pivots toward and away from said
aperture.

6. A water gun target as defined in claim 2 including:

(a) an electric light on said target,

(b) a source of electrical potential having one pole
connected to said light and having the other pole
connected to a switch cooperating with said movable
member, and

(¢) said switch connected to said light.

7. A water gun target as defined in claim 6 including
means to keep said light energized when said switch is
closed.

8. A target as defined in claim 1 including a drain
opening in said water receiving and collecting portion.

9. A water gun target as defined in claim 1 including
means for projecting water at said target.

10. A water gun target as defined in claim 9 including
means for connecting said water receiving and collecting
portion to said water projecting means.
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