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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux Tmomas Bar-
LOW, a citizen of the United States, residing
in the village of Oak Park, county of Cock,
and State of Tllinois, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Bath Apparatus, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to bath apparatus.
Its principal object is to provide means for
avoiding the loss and waste of water when
the apparatus is not actually being used for
bathing purposes.  Such loss in shower or
spray bath apparatus is frequently very
great, as it is common practice for persons
to emerge from the place where the bath-
ing is done, dress, and even to go away leav-
ing the water turned on. The waste thus
continues sometimes for hours during the
day and frequently all night, and until dis-
covered by a caretaker or another uiser and
shut off. : . ‘

In the accompanying drawings, which
form a part of this specification, I have
illustrated the present invention embodied
in simple types of apparatus adapted to
avoid the objectionable waste pointed out.

Figure 1 of these drawings shows a frag-
mentary front elevation of a shower or
spray bath compartment with a portion of
the front wall thereof broken away and
showing a simple bar-like form of the ob-
structing element; Fig. 2 is a fragmentary

~ vertical sectional view of the same apparatus
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at right angles to the view of Fig. 1, as on
the line 2—2 thereof in the direction of the
arrows, the obstructing rod however being
in lowered position; Fig. 8 is a fragmentary
front elevation of the preferred form of con-
struction where a curtain is employed, the
curtain being partially broken away; Fig. 4
is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view
of the means of Fig. 1 for holding the ob-
structing rod in raised position, the view
being as if on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1; and
Tig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view of a
modified form of obstructing bar holding
means. ‘ ' :

The pipe 10 adapted to be connected with
a source of hot water supply, the pipe 11
adapted to be connected with a source of

cold water supply, the hand valves 12 and
13, known as mixing valves, the pipe or
pipes 14 and the spray nozzle 15 are old and
well known in the art. Preferably interme-
diate the mixing valves and the pipe 14, and,
broadly, in the pipe adapted to convey bath-
ing water to the shower nozzle 15, T pro-
vide a valve, as 16, which may be of any suit-
able construction, and in the specific form
illustrated is of the ordinary spigot or plug
type. The valve element thereof has the
usual projection 17 suitably angular, where-
by it may be turned into open and closed
relative positions. On this stem or projec-
tion 17 I secure, in the device of Figs. 1 and
2, the obstructing rod 18, which extends into
the doorway 19 or path of entrance to and
exit from the bath compartment, or place
where the bathing is adapted to be done.
The function of the bar or rod 18 is to pro-
vide an obstruction in this path 19 against
the convenient passage of a person to and
from the bath. Means are provided for
maintaining the rod 18 in its raised or ob-
structing position, as in Fig. 1, these means
being suitably a spring-pressed detent 18
carried by the rod 18 and adapted to inter-
lock with the recess 20 in the extension 21
of the valve 16, a suitable clearance, as 22,
being provided in the projection or support
21 whereby the detent 18* may ride into_the
recess 20 when the rod 18 is being raised
into obstructing position. In Fig. 5 T have
illustrated other suitable means for holding
the rod 18 in obstructing position, these
means comprising a pair of spring clips 23
narrowed, as at 24, so as to hold the rod 18
and having flaring ends 25 to guide the rod
18 between the clips 23, this holding element
being suitably carried by a wall of the com-
partment, as the front wall 26, or otherwise
as desired.

When the rod 18 is in the raised or ob-
structing position, as in Fig. 1, the valve
16 is open and water may flow through the
nozzle 15 for bathing purposes. When this
rod 18 is in its lowered position, as in Fig. 2,
the valve 16 is closed and no water issues
from the nozzle 15.

. The rod 18 being lowered, a person desir-
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ing to bathe might operate one or both of
the valves 12 and 18 at will without obtain-
ing water, and before he can bathe it is nec-
essary that the bar 18 be raised into ob-
structing position, as in Fig. 1. Upon com-
pleting his bath he finds the passageway 19
blocked or obstructed by the bar 18, and Te
therenpon merely pushes the bar downward,
or strikes it lightly with his hand, where-
upon the detent 18* comes out of the Tocking

recess 20, the bar 18 falls by gravitation into.

its position in Fig. 2, closing the valve 16

and shutting off the further issue of water-

at the nozzle 15.

In the device of Fig. 8 the passageway
19* is obstructed by a curtain 29 suspended
as by the rings 30 upon the rod 31. The free
end of the curtain 29 is preferably also se-
cured to'a rod 82, as by rings 33, the npper
end of the rod 88 carrying the ring 30%, A
twvo-part or toggle-like lever or arm 34, 84»
has one end thereof adapted to be moved
when the curtain is shifted, and is prefer-
ably pivotally connected, as at 35, to the rod
32 where such a rod 82 is employed, the two
Darts 34, 34> being pivotally connected to-
gether, as at 36, the part 84 being connected
upon the stem or projection 17, as is the
bar 18 of Fig. 1. When the curtain 29 is in
obstructing position, as in the full lines of
Tig. 3, the valve 16* is open. When the cur-
tain is moved, as to the left in that.figure, as
by pushing upon the bar 32 so as to open
the passageway 19%, the arms 34, 34* come
into their dotted line positions respectively
in Fig. 4 and the valve 16* is clogsed. Be.
fore a person may have a bath it is therefore
necessary that he close the passageway 19%
which he naturally does for purposes of se-
clusion, by shifting the curtain 29 to its
full line position of Fig. 35 and when he

desires to emerge from the compartment it

1s necessary that he shift the curtain and the
rods 34, 84% closing the valve 16%. The rods
84, 34* being on an angle with respect to
each other readily yield as desired when the
curtain is moved from the
opening pesition.

To facilitate the sliding of the rings 30
upon the rod 81 I may connect the tops of
these rings, provided “with small rings or
anchors 38, by a cord or small cable 39,
whereby a pull upon the ring 30% as by
moving the rod 82, moves the tops of the
rings respectively to the same extent that
the bottoms thereof are drawn by the cur-
tain 29, thus preventing their binding upon
the rod 81. ' ‘

It is sometimes desirable to remove the
curtain as for cleaning or repair, in which
case the toggle lever 84, 84 actg directly as
the obstruction and the advantages of the

- device are maintained.

I have illustrated: this invention. in agso-

closing to the
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ciation with a front wall 26, side walls 262
and a rear wall 269, as bathing apparatus is
usually installed in compartments to af-
ford privacy. The invention may be em-
ployed, however, free of such compartments
by the provision of obstructing means in the
path of entrance to and exit from the place
where the bathing is adapted to be done,
and may be employed also in connection
with other specific bathing devices than the
one illustrated. Numerous changes may be
made too in the character, construction and
arrangement of the obstructing means and
valve mechanism and in the arrangement of
each to the other without departing from
the spirit of the invention, and T contem-
plate all such chianges and modifications as
fall within the scope of the appended
claims. i

I elaim: -~

1. In a bath apparatus, the combination
of walls forming a compartment and hav-
ing a single passageway for entrance thereto
and exit therefrom, passageway obstructing
means adapted to be moved into and out of
the path of entrance to and exit from said
compartment, means for supplying water to
said: compartment for the bath; a valve con-
trolling the water supply for said bath; said
obstructing means being operatively con-
nected to said valve to open and close the
same, the arrangement being such that when
said obstructing means is in obstructing re-
lation with respect to said bassageway said
valve is open, and when moved out of such
obstructing relation said valve is closed.

2. In a bath apparatus the combination.

of means providing a compartment, means

-including.a fixed discharge nozzle for sapply-

ing water to said compartment for bathing,
sald water-supplying means having a valve
adapted: to control the flow of water there.
through, said compartment having a single
path of entrance thereto. and exit there-
from, movable means in said path adapted
to  provide an obstruction in" one relative
pesition thereof to a person desiring to
enter said’ compartment or to go out there-
from, said obstructing means being  con-

nected to said valve to open the same when.

said obstructing means are moved: into ob-
structing position and to close the same
when said obstructing means are moved out
of obstructing position, and means for hold-
ing said movable means in such obstructing
position,

8. In a bath apparatiis the combination of
means including a relatively fixed spraying
nozzle adapted to be connected to a source
of water supply for spraying, means pro-
viding a single path of entrance to and exit
from the place Wwhere spraving' is adapted
to be dore, movable bar-like means inde-

pendent of said spraying nozzle adapted to

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100 «

105

110

115

120

125




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

60

1,168,732

extend into such path of -entrance and exit
and to constitute an obstruction to the con-
venient entrance to and exit from the place
where spraying is adapted to be done, a
valve adapted to control the flow of water
through said spraying device, said bar-like
means being movable substantially verti-
cally and connected to said valve to open
the same when said bar-like means are in
obstructing position and to close said valve
when said bar-like means are moved out of
such obstructing position, and means for
holding said bar-like means in obstructing
position. )

4, In a bath apparatus, the combination
of a spraying device, a pipe for conveying
water thereto, a valve adapted to control
the flow of water through said pipe, a cur-
tain support, slidable rings on said curtain
support and connected to said curtain to
support the same, a toggle lever operatively
associated with said curtain and with said
valve in such manner that when said cur-
tain is moved on said curtain support from
one position to another said toggle lever is
moved and said valve is opened and when
moved from such other position into the
initial position said valve is closed.

5. In a bath apparatus, the combination
of a spraying device, a pipe for conveying
water thereto, a valve adapted to control
the flow of water through said pipe, a mov-
able curtain in the path of entrance to and
exit from the place where spraying is adapt-
ed to be done, and means under the control
of said curtain and operatively connected
to said valve adapted to close said valve
when said curtain is moved from one posi-
tion to another in said path of entrance and
exit.

6. In a bath apparatus, the combination
of a spraying device, a pipe for conveying
water thereto, a valve adapted to control the
flow of water through said pipe, a movable
curtain in the path of entrance to and exit
from the place where spraying is adapted to
be done, and means under the control of said
curtain and operatively connected to said
valve adapted to open said valve when said
curtain is moved into said path of entrance
and exit, and to close said valve when said
curtain is moved to provide free passage to
a person into or from said compartment.

7. In a bath apvaratus, the combination
of a spraying device, a pipe for conveying
water thereto, a valve adapted to control the
fow of water through said pipe, a curtain
mevably mounted to open and close the path
of entrance to and exit from the place where
spraying is adapted to be done, a support ab
the free edge portion of said curtain, a
toggle lever, one end portion of said toggle
lever being pivotally connected to said sup-
port, the other end portion being in opera-

8

tive relation to said valve so as to open

the same when said curtain is moved into .

its path closing position and to close said
valve when said curtain is moved into its
path opening position.

8. In a bath apparatus the combination
of walls forming a compartment and having
a passageway for entrance to and exit there-
from, means adapted to be connected to a
source of water supply for spraying upon
a person in said compartment, a valve
adapted to control the flow of water in said
means, a toggle lever operatively connected
to said valve and adapted to extend into said
path in obstructing relation thereto, a sup-
porting rod substantially horizontally dis-
posed, a substantially vertically disposed
rod slidable on said support, one end por-
tion of said togele lever being pivoted to
said substantially vertical rod, said last men-
tioned vod being adapted to move in said
path, the arrangement being such that when
said togele lever is in its obstructing posi-
tion in said path said valve is open and
when moved out of such obstructing posi-
tion said valve is closed.

9. In bath apparatus, the combination of
means defining a place where spraying is
adapted to be done, a spraying nozzle adapt-
ed to be connected to a source of water
supply and arranged for spraying down-
ward directly upon a person’s head when at
said place, means providing a path of en-
trance to said place, said path being also the
path of exit from said place, a valve con-
trolling the flow of water through said noz-
zle, means independent of said nozzle in said
path adapted to obstruct the exit of a per-
son from said place, said obstructing means
beine movable out of such obstructing posi-
tion, said obstructing means being connected
to said valve whereby said valve is closed
when said obstructing means are moved out
of such obstructing position.

10. In bath apparatus, the combination of
means defining a place for bathing, a rela-
tively fixed discharge nozzle adapted to dis-
charge water at said place, means for con-
veying water to said discharge nozzle, a
valve adapted to control the supply of water
through said nozzle, means providing a path
of entrance by a person to said place, said
path being also the path of exit therefrom,
obstructing means independent of said noz-
zle movable into obstructing position in said
path and out of such obstructing position,
said obstructing means being connected to
said valve so as to close the same and stop
the flow of water through said nozzle when
said obstructing means are moved out of
such obstructing position.

11. Bath apparatus comprising, in com-
bination, a spraying device, means provid-
ing a passage-way constituting the sole
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means of passage by a person to and from means whereby when said bar is moved out
said spraying device, a swinging bar inde- of obstructing position the flow of water
pendent of said spraying device movable -to said spraying device is cut off.

into and out of passageway- -obstructing JOHN THOVIAS BARLOW.
position, valve means controlling the flow Witnesses:

of water to said spraying device, and a con- Joux J. O’Briex,

nection between said bar and said valve Franguin M. VVARDEN

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of ?atents,
Washington, D. ¢.”
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