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This invention relates to towel bars. It includes
a towel bar structure adapted to be mounted on
the wall of a room or similar vertical support, but
which has incorporated therewith a supplemen-
tary rack structure which may be pulled out to
operative position to provide a number of addi-
tional spaced bars or rods on which towels or
other fabric articles may be hung, and which may
be pushed back to closed or retracted position in
which the several bars are housed within the main
towel rack bar and are not seen, there being pre-
sented what appears to be a conventional towel
rack consisting of a horizontal bar befweeen its
two supporting brackets which are connected to
and extend outwardly from a wall or other verti-
cal support.

It is o primary object and purpose of my in-
~ vention to provide a novel and particularly useful
towel rack and extensible supplementary rack
structure associated and combined therewith, hav-
ing the properties and functions stated, and to
provide a novel structure in which a hollow towel
rack bar is longitudinally slotted at one side for
the passage therein to and the movement out-
wardly therefrom of the auxiliary supporting rods
which when not in use are housed within the main
towel rack bar; and said bar is turnable about its
longitudinal axis to locate the slot in a position
for receiving the auxiliary rods, or for permitting
their movement outside.
rods are within the main towel rack bar, said bar
may be turned through an arc of 90 degrees to
automatically lock the auxiliary rods and their
supports against movement and to position the
towel bar so that its slotted side is at the bottom
and is not normally seen.

An understanding of the invention may be had
from the following description faken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a plan of the structure of my invention
in retracted position and showing the wall struc-
ture on which mounted in horizontal section.

Fig, 2 is a similar view with the supplementary
supporting rod structure pulled out to operative
position.

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the extended struc-
ture shown in Fig, 2.

Fig. 4 is a transverse vertical section through
the towel bar structure in its retracted position,
one of the supportmg brackets bemg shown in side
elevation.

Fig.5is a fragmentary horlzontal section taken
substantially at a central horizontal plane at one
end of the main towel rod member and its support.

Fig. 6-is a fransverse vertical section through

When said auxiliary s

[+

20

25

40

50

55.

2

the extended structure, the section being taken
between the ends of the rods, or from front to
rear in Fig. 2, and

Fig, 7 is a fragmentary enlarged detail of a
structure illustrating the movable mounting of
part of the supplementary supporting rods and a
means usable for releasably holding them at a
desired location.

Like reference characters refer to like parts in
the different figures of the drawings.

The support for the towel bar structure of my
invention in general will be a vertical wall of a
room which may have spaced, opposite vertical
sides | and 2 constructed in the usual manner,
one at each side of spaced studding 3. It is at
an outer side of the wall structure that the towel
rod is to be mounted, and in the present disclo-
sure, it is at the outer side of the wall side |,
though it could be mounted at the outer side of
the opposite side 2 quite as effectively.

In the structure which I have made, two spaced
supporting brackets 4 having bases 5 are secured
by means of screws passing through said bases.
The brackets 4 are hollow and at their outer ends
2 knob § of generally spherical contour may be
secured. Said knobs at their inner sides have
openings for the reception of the ends of the main
towel bar and from said openings, horizontal slots -
71 (FFig. 6) extend outwardly, as shown,

The main towel bar 8 is a hollow fube of sheet
metal which, at one side, is longitudinally slotted
for its full length providing. g slot 9 of substan-
tially the same width as the slot 7. The tubular
bhar 8 at its ends is received in sockets in the knobs
6 and may be held in place by screws 10, one at
each end. As shown in Fig. 5, the inner ends of
the screws are received in grooves shaped to re-
ceive them made in the outer surface of the rod 8.
Said screws are not brought into binding engage-
ment but there is a sufficient looseness or play of
the screws in the grooves that the tubular bar 8
may be turned around its longitudinal axis
through a 90 degree arc, so that the slot 9 may be
brought into alinement with the slots T in the
knob 6, as in Fig. 6, or turned to a down position,
as in Fig. 4. Therefore, the grooves which receive
the inner ends of the screws 10 may be of a length
of substantially one-quarter of the circumferen-
tial distance around the tube 8, providing stops at
their ends for properly positioning and locating
the tube 8 at its two extremes of rotative move-
ment.

The supplemental rack  structure has two
spaced, horizontal tubular supports {1 slidable
passing through the knob 6 and the brackets 4,
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The outer ends of tubes are closed by decorative
balls 12, threaded thereinto and at their inner
ends by screws 13, the exterior diameter at the
heads of which permits their passage into the
tubular arms 4 until stopped by engagement
against the shoulders 14 therewithin, best shown
in Fig. 5. Thus the supporting rods {1 may be
pulled out until the heads 13 engage such shoul-
ders or they may be pushed back until the balls 12

come against the knobs 6.
The tubular rods i are slotted at their inner

sides making somewhat elongated horizontal slotg
Immediately

15 closed at both ends, (Fig. 6). ;
adjacent the outer ends of the slots 16 a rod
16 of small diameter extends between the.iwo
telescoping rods {i. Two additional rods I'l of
the same diameter have their ends feceived in

the slots 15 and are, therefore, movable length-

wise of said slots. As a simple means of locating
the rods 11 when the supplementary rack struec-
ture is extended said slots at the1r under s1des,
at their rear ends and midway between thelr ends
are shaped to.provide concave recesses 18 1nto
wlnch the end portlons of the rods {1 are re-
celved Thus when the telescopmg rods {i are
pulled out the outermost rod 16 moves with
them, while the two inner rods {1 are moved to
properly space them from each other and from
the rod §6 and bar 8 being seated in the recesses
at 18. Anothe1 form of structure for 1eleasably
retaining the inner and 1ntermed1ate reds {1 in
Proper. posrtron is shown in F1g 1. Each of the
1ods {1 a short d1stance from each end thereof

s provided with an inwardly rib IB A releas-
able latch head 20 having a con1cal outer end
is located within each end of each rod 17 and
has an inwardly extending stem 21 with a coiled
spring 22 around it between the head 20 and the
rib 9. The telescopic supporting rod f1 may be
provided with properly spaced conical seats for
the outer end§ of the heads 20. It is evident that
the .rods {7 in this manner may be releasably
held at desired positions.

PFor tHe extension or retraction of the supple-
mentary rack structure, the tubular towel rod 18
is turned to the position in Fig. 6, with.slots 1
and 9 in conjunction. In such position the sup-
plementary rack side supports {1 may be pulled
cut until stoppéd by the screw head i3 engaging
the shouldexs i4; and the rod (1 located in their
des:red spaced positions, as ih Figs. 2 and 6.
When the supplementary rack structure is re-
tractéd, it is merely necessary to push the side

supporting rod {1 inwardly unitil the halls 2

come against the knobs 6. In this movement, the
rods 17T and, ldstly, the rod {6 will pass throuigh
slots T and 9 and the inner rod l'l coming against
the inher side of the housing rod 8, thé two rods
{71 will be moved along the slots i5 and, with the
three rods 16 and 17T wholly located within and
housed by the main towel bar 8. After this re-
tracing movement has been. completed the tubii-
lai rod 8 is turned through a 90 degree arc from
the position sHown in Fig. 6 to that in Fig. 4, the
slot 9 in the rod 8 being moved to the under side
thereof dand an automatlc locking or holding of
the extensible supplementary rack structiire ob-
tained. o , .
The structiire describéd is of 8 very novel, prac-
tical and useful character. The structure can
be used solely as a towel rod having a single
bar support; or it may be extended as described
to provide a large addition for the support of
towels or otHer articles of fabric make; and after
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4
it has served its purpose, retracted and out of
the way out of sight as described.

While I have described a practical and serv-
iceable structure, various modifications in detail
may be resorted, and the invention is not to he
restricted to the specific form disclosed.

The invention is defined in the appended
claims, and is to be considered comprehensive
of all forms of structure coming within their
scope.

I claim:

. 1. In a construction as described, a towel rod
having horizontally spaced supporting brackets
and a hollow bar extending between them, and
a supplemental rack including slidably mounted
parallel bars, one extending through outward
openings in’ éacéh  of said brackets, and a cross
rod extending between and connected to said slid-
ably mounted bars adapted to be received within
the, hollow bar, said bar bemg longitudinally
slotted at one 51de for suéh’ reception

2. A cobstruction eﬁned in elaim 1, and
means for rotatably mounting said hollow bar
on its br ackets for turmng about 1ts lougltudlnal
axis; whereby the slot therem may be moved
1nto horlzontal ahnement W1th the cross rod f01

be turned to another pésmon .

3. A réaek structure as described compnsmg,
two horizéontally spaced tubular supportmg brack-
ets, a hollow rack bar extendmg between the
brackets, & supplemental rack mcludmg two par—
allel spaced side supportmg rods each shdably
extendlng through an opemng in each of said

. brackets and movablé inward and outward w1th

respect thereto, and a plurality of rods extend-
ing between said sidé supportmg 1ods and _mov-
ably mounted thereon whereby they may he
spaced from each other or be brought closely ad-
Jacent to each other* said hollow bar havmg a
long1tud1na1 slot therem through wh1ch said last
mentloned rods niay pass to be hotised in the
hollow rack bar

4 A construetion as defined in claim 3, s4id side
b each havmg & lo gltudmal slot

by sald rods are movable to different posmons
relat1ve to each other .

5. A constructlon as deﬁned in clarrn 3; said
hollow rack ba1 between the brackets bemg
mounted at it ends for rotation about its longi-
tudmal axxs, to locate the slot therem in posmon
for passage of the supplem 'ntal rack rods; ancg
to be theredfter turned to Jochte said slot at the
under side of the hollow bar .

6. A constructlon as deﬁned m clann 3 sald
side supportmg 1ods of ',supplemental rack
structure each 'avlng . Jongituding] slot therein
into Wthh the end portfons of the rods extendmtr
between them are received and means for releas—
ably retammg sald last mentioned rods at prese-
lected spaced p051t10ns when the supplémental
rack is extended outwardly.

7. A rack structure as deseribed comprlsm
two hollow horizontally spaced bracket arms hav-
ing hollow knobs at their outer ends a hollow rack
bar extendln between saxd knobs a supplemen-
tal rack structure includmg two parallel spaced
hollow rods telescopically mounted ont and ex-
tending through sa1d hollow brackets and knobs
a horlzontal rod endmg between afid connect-
ed, to said last m tloned spaced T6ds fnedr the
outer ends thereof; additional rods paraile] thete-
to exteriding between and movably mounted ont
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said telescoping rods for spacing from each other
and from the first mentioned rod carried by the
side rods, or for movement to bring all of said
rods extending between the side supporting rods
closely adjacent each other, said hollow bar hav-
ing a longitudinal slot in one side, and said knobs
being similarly slotted at their outer portions and
inner sides whereby all of the rods extending be-
tween said side supporting rods are receivable
within said hollow bar when the supplemental
rack is moved inwardly.

8. A construction as defined in claim 7, said
hollow bar extending between said bracket knobs
being mounted for rotation about its longitudinal
axis thereon, and means for limiting said rota-
tion and for stopping said hollow bar at two ex-
treme positions of movement, in one of which
the slot therein is positioned for the passage of
said rods extending between the side supporting

[+
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rods into the hollow bar, and in the other posi-
tion of which said slot is turned to be at the under

'side of said hollow bar and interpose a stop

against extension of the supplementary rack
structure.
EDWARD GUY SLATER.
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