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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Nersox Morcan, a
citizen of the United States of America, and
resident of FFunk, in the county of Phelps
and State of Nebraska, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Hop-
ples, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to the care of live
stock and particularly to a device designed
for use as a hopple wherein the workman
is assisted in supporting the weight of the
horse’s hoof while operating on it.

An object of this invention is to produce
novel means for connecting the hopple to
the body of the animal for the purpose of
effecting the result just stated and further-
more, to produce an adjusting device in con-
nection with the supporting member where-
by the said supporting member is held at
different positions of adjustment.

A still further object of this invention is
to produce a device in which the operator
may elevate or lower a foot or release the
supporting device in the event of the animal
losing its equilibrium or when the operator
has finished his work.

A still further object of this invention is
to produce novel means for connecting the
foot and leg engaging member with the sup-
porting device whereby the supporting de-
vice may be moved with relation to the en-
gaging member without undue friction and
without lateral pull on the said connecting
member.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists in the details
of construction and in the arrangement and
combination of parts to be hereinafter more
fully set forth and claimed.

In describing the invention in detail, ref-
erence will be had to the accompanying
drawings forming part of this specification
wherein like characters denote correspond-
ing parts in the several views, in which—

Figure 1 illustrates a view in elevation
showing the hopple applied to a horse; Fig.
2 illustrates a perspective view of the hop-
ple; Fig. 8 illustrates a detail view of the
connection between the hoof engaging de-
vice and the supporting device; and Figs. 4
and 5 are detail views.

In carrying out my invention I employ a
buckle-like frame 6 having a rigid bar 7
and a bar 8 intersecting the member 7. The
bar 8 is designed to engage the rope 9 which

is in engagement with the sides of the frame,
thereby holding the rope in an abruptly
curved position in order that movement of
the rope with regard to the frame will be
prevented by reason of the frictional engage-
ment of the rope with the sides of the frame
and with the bar 8. In addition to the rope
9, I employ a hoof engaging member 10
which may be in the nature of a strap or
other flexible device having on its ends, the
connections 11, which are approximately
rectangular in shape. Fach connection has
a bar or end 12 which has an end of the en-
gaging member 10 connected to it and an
anti-friction roller 18 mounted on a bar 14,
the said anti-friction roller 13 being de-
signed to permit the rope 9 to travel through
the connecting member under the manipula-
tion of the operator.

In arranging the hopple for use, it is pref-
erable to attach one end of the rope to the
frame 6 as shown at 15 and then to thread
the said rope through the frame between the
side bars and the mntermediate bar 8 there-
by, as stated, causing the frictional engage-
ment of the said rope in different positions
of adjustment according to the size of the
animal to which it is applied. The rope is
then inserted in the connections 11 as shown
in Fig. 2 and the end of the rope is extended
through the frame 6 in order that the said
rope may be caused to travel in the said
frame by a pull on the end of the rope or in
the opposite direction by the action of the
animal to which the hopple is applied. An
operator may, on applying the hopple to the
horse or other animal in the manner stated,
cause the said animal to support the weight
of his hoof though if the said animal loses
his equilibrium, the operator may readily
release the said hoof o that the animal may
be prevented from falling.

As shown in the drawing, the looped por-
tion of the rope remote from the hoof en-
gaging member is looped around one of the
animal’s front legs and then attached to the
divided section of the frame. The rope is
then passed over the animal’s back and the
rope adjusted in the frame to effect the fric-
tional engagement of the rope with the
frame to which reference has been made.
The hoof engaging member is then applied
to the hoof of the animal either at the front
or rear as occasion may require and the
free end of the rope is then passed through
the connections 11 and through the frame 6
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when the apparatus is ready for operation.
While in operation, the workman holds the
free end of the rope; the intermediate por-
tion of the rope hangs over and rests on the
animal’s back, thereby the animal is com-
pelled to partially support his own foot and
the operator may work with less difficulty.

I claim—

In a hopple, the combination of a flexible
member and a hoof supporting member car-
ried thereby, of a frictional adjusting de-
vice secured to one extremity of said flexible
member, said frictional adjusting device
comprising an elongated frame having a
longitudinal bar connecting the ends of the
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frame, a transverse bar connecting the longi-
tudinal bar and one of the side bars of the
frame, the flexible member passing beneath
said transverse bar and over the end bars
of said frame, at a point between the con-
nection of the hoof supporting member and

the point where the frictional adjusting de- -

vice is secured to the flexible member.
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

NELSON MORGAN.

Witnesses:
P. C. Foxxk,
M. E. Jornson.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
) ~ Washington, D, C.” -
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