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The present invention relates to an improve-
ment in scouring pads which are used for scour-
ing pots and similar kitchen utensils, and which
comprise & member made of a length of tubular
knitted fabric of steel wire or other metal wire.

It is an object of the present invention to ob-
viate certain disadvantages inherent in scouring
pads as heretofore used, and to provide a scour-
ing pad which may be easily manufactured and
at a small cost, and which is efficient, convenient
and safe in use. Another object of the invention
is to provide a scouring pad the various parts of
which are retained in their desired relative posi-
tions by their own elasticity, and for the manu-
facture of which it shall thus be unnecessary
to sew the parts of the pad together with the
aid of a metal wire, thus avoiding the possibility
of the user of the pad hurting his fingers on
the sharp ends of such wire. A further object

is to provide a scouring pad which consists essen- -

tially of an outer ring-shaped or torus-shaped
member the interior of which is occupied by a
comparatively thin inner member or layer of
knitted fabric, whereby the scouring pad may
be easily cleansed by rinsing it under a water
tap after use.

The scouring pad here contemplated is of the
type in which each end of the tubular fabric
member is rolled back annulariy upon itself to-
ward the central portion of the said tubular
member so as to form two annular rolls or bodies
joined by an intermediate piece of said tubular
member. The present invention is mainly char-
acterized by said snnular rolls or bodies being

angularly displaced relatively to one another, !

and by the intermediate piece of the tubular
member having a length sufficient to form, due
to such angular displacement of the annular
rolls or bodies, an approximately helically twisted
central portion and substantially flattened weh-
like portions flaring from said central portion
and joining it to said annular rolls or bodies, cne
of said annular bodies being forced over the
other annular body to the opposite side thereor,
whereby the web-like portion joining said first-
named annular body to said central portion en-
velops the outer circumference of said second an-
nular body which is thereby retained between said
geb-like portion and said firstnamed annular

ody. .

The two annular rolls or bodies may suitably
be further secured to one another by means of
a number of spot welds along the inner. cir-
cumference of the firstnamed annular body.

The invention will be more fully understood,
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from the following description of a preferred
constructional form thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing which illustrates
various stages of the manufacture of the scour~
ing pad. Fig, 1 shows the tubular knitted metal-
lic fabric, one end thereof bheing rolled hbhack
annularly upon itself. Pig. 2 shows the two an-
nular rolls or bodies after said bodies have been
angularly = displaced velatively to one another
through half a revolution at least, so that the
intermediate piece of tubular fabric has obtained
the desired twisted or approximately helical
shape. Fig, 3 shows a plan view of the scouring
pad in its finished shape, and Fig. 4 shows a, cross
section of the finished pad.

The tubular fabric of which the scouring pad
is manufactured, may be made, for instance, of
a steel wire which is first rolled between a pair
of rollers so that it obtains an extended cross
section having sufficiently sharp edges for scour-
ing kitchen pots and the like. Any suitakle ma-~
chine, such as a knitting machine, may then
be used for weaving or knitting this fAattened
steel wire into a tubular fabric, from which pieces
of a suitable length are cut off. Fig. 1 shows a
length | of such fabric. Each end of this tubular
fabric member is then rolled back annularly upon
itself toward the central portion of said mem-
ber, so as to produce two annular rolls or bodies
2 and 3 joined by a short intermediate picce 4
of the member. It is preferred to roll one end of
the tubular fabric member | inte a somewhat
thicker roll or body 2 than the roll or body 3
formed at the other end of said member, where-
by the firstnamed roll or body 2 will become
slightly more stiff or rigid than the body .3,
whereas the latter will be more elastic or resilient,
for a purpose that will presently appear. When
the two rolls or bodies 2 and 3 have been formed
in this manner, they are turned relatively to one
another around their common axis through, say,
approximately half a revolution. 'This turning or
angular displacement of the annulsr rolls or
bodies 2 and 3 relatively to one another obviously
produces a twisting of the intermediate piece 4.
The length of said intermediate piece 4 is so
selected that, due fo the said angular displace-
ment of the bodies 2 and 8, the said intermediate
piece 4 forms an approximately helically twisted
central portion § and substantially flattened web-
like portions & and 71 flaring from said central
portion and joining it to the said annular rolls
or bodies 2 and 3, as illustrated in Fig. 2. The
thinner and therefore more elastic roll or body
3 is now drawn or forced over the thicker roll
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or body 2 to the opposite side of the latter, where-
by the web-like portion T which joins the roll
or body 3 to the central portion §, will envelop
the outer circumference of the thicker annular
roll or body 2, as shown in Fig. 4, so that the
said body 2 will be retained between the said
web-like portion. T and the snnular body. 2, In
order furthez to secure the pa,rt,s of the pad to
one another, it is suitable to apply srot welds

8 at various points along the inner circumferenge. 1o

of the annular body 3.

As will be understood from Fig. 3, the central
portion of the scouring pad becomes compara~
tively thin, so that, while said portion forms
an effective part of the scouring surface of the
pad, the latter may easily be cleaned by rinsing

it under a water tap. Owing to the fact that
each end of the tubular fabric member is rolled:

back annularly upon itself, both ends .of the
said member will be embedded within the an-
nular-rolls or bodies 2 and. 3, so. that there
is no danger of the user. hurtmg his. ﬁngers on
sharp wire ends at the ends. of the .

The constructxonal folm ‘above de
111ustrated in the drawmg is only to.k €
as an exa.mple, and it Wlll be understood that
the 1nven’r/10n is. capable of- various chanwes and
modlﬁcatlons thhm the. scope. of. the accom-
panying claim.

I claim:

A scouring pad, comprising a tubulgr knitted
meta]hc fabnc member, each-end-of said tubular
member bemg rolled bac‘«: annularly upon; iiself
toward the ce‘atral portlon of- said, member so
as to form two annular rol

- or bodles Jomed a3
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ber, said annular bodies being angularly dis~
placed relabively to one another, said inter-
mediate piece of tubular member thereby form-
ing an approximately helically twisted cenfral
portion and substantially flattened web-like por-
tions flaring from said central portion and join-
ing.it {0 said anpular hodies, one of said.annular
bpdies being forced over the other annular body
to the opposite side thereof, whereby the web-

-like portion joining said firstnamed annular body

to said central portion envelops the outer cir-
cumference of said second annular body, said
second. annular body being thereby retained be-
tween .said web-like portion and said firstnamed
annuiar-body: and spot welds securing said an-
nular bodies to one another along the inner

cireumference of said firsthamed annular body.
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