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(57) Abstract

A simple forward viewing ultrasound catheter includes one or more transducers
supported by a bearing (12) in a sealed end of a catheter (16) with a drive cable (18) imparting relative motion to the
transducer (10) and mirror (14). The mirror directs ultrasound waves forward of the catheter. An optical fiber can be
provided to direct a laser beam for ablation of atheroma while under the guidance of simultaneous intravascular ultrasound.

(54) Title: FORWARD VIEWING ULTRASONIC IMAGING CATHETER

(10), and an ultrasound mirror (14)
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