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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, J. FRANK DABTT 

and JoHN W. POST, of the city, county, and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Fire-Es 
capes; and we do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accompa 
nying drawings, and to letters of reference 
marked thereon, whichform a part of this speci fication. 
Our invention relates to portable fire-es 

capes; and the object is to provide a ready and 
easy means of escape in case of fire in hotels, 
theaters, and other similar places, that is sim 
ple in its construction, easily operated, not 
liable to get out of order, and can be carried 
in a very small valise or in the pocket, if de 
sired, and can be furnished at a very small price. 
The invention consists of a circular or other 

suitable shaped case, in which is arranged a 
metal strap or coiled spring, to the end of 
which a short chain and securing device is at 
tached, by which it is secured in the window 
sill or other suitable place, while to the oppo 
site end of the case a ring with a snap-hook 
and sling, into the latter of which the person 
or goods intended to be lowered is secured 
and gradually lowered by an eccentric or piv 
oted lever, having a friction-roller in its end. 
which bears upon the strap, and regulates the 
velocity in descending. The strap also bears 
against another roller secured in the mouth 
of the case, and bears on the opposite side of the strap. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

represents a side view of our invention. Fig. 
2 is a sectional view of the same. Fig. 3 is 
the rear view of the same. Fig. 4 is a view of 
the device in position. Figs. 5, 6, and 7 are 
detail views of the same. 
In the drawing, A represents a case, made 

of any suitable material, and, preferably, of 
round form, and having a central axis, a to 
which a mutual strap or spring is secured. 

The strap is wound up by a crank, which fits 
into the eye of the axis. To the opposite end 
of the strap B a ring, b, is secured, with 
which a snap-hook, b', engages; and this is 
attached to a short swivel-chain, C, having on 
its other end an eye screw or bolt, d, which is 
screwed into the window-sill or other suitable place. 

Instead of the eye-screw, a clamp with two 
jaws and a thumb-screw may be used, or a 
screw-hook or a pair of clamping-tongs, as 
shown in Figs. 5, 6, and 7. 
In the mouth of case A is arranged a fric 

tion-roller, e, on one side, and on the opposite 
side a pivoted hand-lever, D, having in its 
outer end a small friction-roller, f. This le. 
wer acts as a brake as the strap B passes 
through between the rollers, and in descend 
ing the speed of descent can be regulated by 
the person. On the opposite end of case A 
are arranged lugs g, with a pin, h, to which 
another ring, E, is secured. To this ling a 
snap-hook, h', is attached, to which is coin 
nected an adjustable sling or belt, F, provided 
with a buckle, to vary the size to suit differ. 
ent-sized persons and articles which it is le 
sired to let down. In this case, as described, 
the speed of descent of the person is oper"- 
ated by the person descending; but if it is 
desired to let down persons or parcels, &c., 
from above, the operation of the device is re-. 
versed-that is, the belt or 'sling is attached 
to the ring b, which is connected to the strap 
B, and the swivel-chain and its snap-hook are 
attached to the ring E, and then secured by 
the eye-screw d, or equivalent device, and the 
descent is then regulated by the person above 
by means of the brake-lever. 

Elaviug thus described our invention, what 
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. In a fire-escape, the case A, provided 
with a friction-roller, e, and a pivoted brake 
lever, D, having a friction-roller, f, arranged 
substantially as shown and herein specified. 

2. The combination of the case A, provided 
with a friction-roller, e, and pivoted brake 
lever D, having a friction-roller, f, with a metal 
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strap, B, chain C, and eye-screw d, arranged 
substantially as shown, and for the purpose 
described. 

3. A portable fire-escape, consisting of the 
case Afriction-roller e, brake-lever D, fric 
tion-roller f, with a metal strap, B, SWivel 
chain C, eye-screw d, ring E, snap-hook h", 
and sling F, all constructed and arranged as 
shown, and for the purposes described. 

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as 
our own we affix our signatures in presence of 
two witnesses. 

m J. FRANK DARTT. 
JOHN W. POST. 

Witnesses : 
THOMAs W. PITTMAN, 
J. R. EDWARDS, 
J. O. HAWLEY. 


