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6 (Caisans. (C. 223-66) 
This invention relates to manikin forms and more 

specifically to manikin forms and supports therefor. 
An object of this invention is to provide a support for 

a manikin form of the type used to display wigs, wear 
ing apparel and the like, and in which the manikin is 
supported for ready revolving movement with respect 
to the support and is also provided for tilting to thereby 
facilitate use of the manikin form by a user. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a manikin 

form and support therefor in which the support is provided 
with a ball-socket coupling and in which the manikin 
form is connected to the ball-socket connection by a pin 
recess type connection thereby permitting complex ad 
justable movement of the manikin form relative to the 
Support. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a manikin 

form and support therefor of the class described in which 
the support is provided with means to releasably but 
firmly secure the same to a substantially flat surface to 
thereby prevent accidental tipping or the like of the 
manikin form. 
These and other objects and advantages of the invention 

will more fully appear from the following description 
made in connection with the accompanying drawings, 3 
wherein like character references refer to the same or 
similar parts throughout the several views, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is an elevational view of the support and the 

lower portion of the manikin form with certain parts there 
of broken away for clarity; 

FIG. 3 is a modified form of the support of the manikin 
form on a reduced scale; and 
FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view on an enlarged scale 

taken approximately along line 4-4 of FIG. 3 and look 
ing in the direction of the arrows. 

Referring now to the drawings, it will be seen that one 
embodiment of the invention designated in its entirety by 
the reference numerals 10, is there shown. In the em 
bodiment shown, the manikin form, designated generally 
by the reference numeral 11, is shaped and contoured 
to correspond generally to the general outline of the 
human head. The support 2 as illustrated supports the 
manikin form 1 in spaced relation with respect to a 
surface upon which the support is placed. 
The manikin form as pointed out above is shaped and 

contoured to correspond generally to the shape of a 
human head and is specifically adapted for supporting and 
displaying wearing apparel, wigs and the like. The 
manikin form 11 includes an outer fabric cover 13 which 
is provided with a suitable filler material 14. The manikin 
form 1 and specifically the fabric cover 3 thereof is 
closed at its lower end by a suitable lower closure mem 
ber or plate 15 which, as seen, is formed of wood or the 
like. An annular band 16 is secured to the peripheral 
or marginal edges of the closure member 15 by suitable 
securing means such as screws, nails or the like and 
serves to clamp the lower edge of the fabric cover 3 
against the edges of the closure member. 
The closure member 15, as best seen in FIG. 2, has a 

centrally located aperture therein and a generally frustro 
conically shaped female coupling element 7 projects 
through the aperture and into the filler material 4 of 
the manikin form 11. This female coupling element 17 
has an outturned annular flange 18 integrally formed with 
the lower end thereof and the annular flange 8 is suitably 
apertured to permit the passage of securing elements such 
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2. 
as tacks 19 therethrough to fixedly connect the coupling 
element to the closure member 15. The interior of the 
female coupling element 17 actually defines a frusto 
conical socket or recess 17a, the purpose of which will 
be more fully described hereinbelow. 
The Support 12 is constructed of a suitable rigid mate 

rial, preferably metal, and includes a base 20 comprised 
of a plurality of elongate normally horizontally oriented 
base legs 20a, each of which has a rubber suction attach 
ment cup element 21 secured to the lower surface of the 
outer end thereof. It will be noted that the legs 20a are 
integrally joined at their respective innermost ends and in 
the embodiment shown the base 20 is comprised of 
three legs 20a so that a three point support is provided. 
The support base 20 is also provided with a centrally 

located upstanding ball-socket connection 22 which is 
comprised of a ball member 23 and a socket member 24, 
the socket member 24 being a split type socket and in 
cluding a fixed socket element 24a and a movable socket 
element 24b. It will be seen that the lower portion of the 
fixed socket element 24a is integrally formed with the base 
20 and projects upwardly therefrom and it will also be 
seen that the respective upper portions of each socket 
element 24a and 24b are arcuately shaped and cooperate 
with each other to define a generally cylindrically shaped 
socket 25 which receives the ball member 23 therein. 
Means are provided for securing the movable socket 

element 24b to the fixed socket element 24a and this 
means includes an elongate threaded bolt 26 which pro 
jects through registering apertures formed in the fixed 
and movable socket elements 24a and 24b respectively. 
The bolt 26 is provided with an enlarged head and a 
threaded wing nut 27 threadedly engages the threaded end 
thereof and cooperates with the latter to define the secur 
ing means for securing the fixed and movable socket ele 
ments together. It is pointed out that the socket elements 
24a and 24b may be adjusted relative to each other to 
be moved into an out of gripped relation with respect 
to the ball member 23. Thus the wing nut may be 
loosened to allow movement of the ball member 23 
relative to the socket 25 and the wing nut 27 may there 
after be tightened to cause the socket elements to be 
moved into clamped relation with respect to the ball 
member so that the latter may be releasably locked in an 
adjusted position. 

Referring again to FIG. 1 it will be seen that a 
U-shaped spring element 29 is positioned within the 
socket 25 with the bight portion of the spring disposed 
transversely of the socket and with the legs thereof bear 
ing against the fixed socket and the movable socket ele 
ments respectively. Thus when the wing nut 27 is tight 
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ened, this movement is against the movement of the 
U-shaped spring 29. Thus the U-shaped spring element 
29 cooperates with the bolt and wing nut assembly to 
permit the frictional relationship between the socket mem 
ber and the ball member to be variously adjusted. 

60 

A generally frustro-conically shaped elongate male 
coupling element 28 is rigidly affixed to the ball member 
23 and projects upwardly therefrom, as best seen in FIG. 
2. This male coupling element 28 is shaped and con 
toured to be received in snug fitting relation within the 
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frustro-conically shaped recess 17a defined by the female 
coupling element 17. The complementary tapered or 
frustro-conical configuration of the male and female 
coupling elements provides an effective bearing surface 
so that the manikin form 11 may be revolved about the 
longitudinal axis defined by the male coupling element 
28. This connection while permitting revolving move 
ment of the manikin form relative to the ball-socket con 
nection 22 also presents a positive but releasable inter 
relation of the manikin form to the support 12. 
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in use, the manikin device it will be positioned upon 
a support So that the suction cup elements 2 engage 
the support and positively anchor the base 29 thereupon. 
Such manikin devices are used to display wigs, wearing 
apparel such as hats and the like and are also used in 
instruction courses such as hair styling and the like. in 
the embodiment illustrated, a wig W is shown supported 
upon the manikin form 1 and it will be appreciated that 
to instruct hair styling, the manikin form must be cap 
able of adjustment in a plurality of positions. There 
fore, if it is desirable to tilt the manikin form, it is 
merely necessary to loosen the wing nut locking element 
27 and revolve the ball member 23 in the socket 25 to 
the desirable angulated position. Thereafter the wing nut 
element 27 is tightened to releasably lock the manikin 
form i in the adjusted position. 

Further, if it is desirable to revolve the manikin form 
relative to the ball-socket connection 22, it is merely 
necessary for the operator to grasp the manikin form 

and twist the same relative to the male coupling ele 
ment 23. This particular construction of the Support 2 
not only serves to anchor the manikin form upon a 
support surface but also permits an extremely wide range 
of adjustment of the manikin form relative to the support 
2. Further, the manikin form may be easily removed 
from the support 2 by merely lifting the manikin form 
from the male coupling element 28. It is again pointed 
out that this male-female coupling between the manikin 
form and ball member 23 effectively interrelates the 
manikin form and the support so that accidental dis 
lodgement of the manikin form is minimized. 

Referring now to FIGS. 3 and 4 it will be seen that a 
modified form of the support is there shown. In this 
modification, the support, designated generally by the 
reference numeral 39, is constructed of a Suitable rigid 
material, preferably metal, and also includes a base 3i 
comprised of a plurality of elongate, normally hori 
zontally oriented base legs 31a, each of which has a 
rubber suction cup element 32 secured to the lower Sur 
face of the outer end thereof. It will be noted that the ' 
legs 3a are integrally formed and joined at their respec 
tive innermost ends and in the embodiment shown the 
base 3a is comprised of three legs 31a so that a three 
point support is provided, as in the embodiment of FiGS. 
1 and 2. 
The support base 3i is also provided with a centrally 

located upstanding ball-socket connection which is com 
prised of a ball member 33 and a socket member 34. It 
will be seen that the socket member 34 is integrally 
formed with the base 31 and is of hollow cylindrical 
construction and defines a generally cylindrically shaped 
upwardly opening socket 35 which receives the ball men 
ber 33 therein. Since the socket 35 is slightly larger 
than the ball member 33 and is also of upwardly opening 
construction, a frustro-conical shaped ball engaging ele 
ment 36 having an annular flange 37 engages the upper 
peripheral edge of the socket member 34 and retains 
the ball member 33 within the socket 35. The annular 
fiange 37 of this ball engaging element 36, is provided 
with suitable apertures which are disposed in registering 
relation with threaded apertures in the socket member 34 
whereby suitable attachment bolts 38 secure the ball en 
gaging element 35 to the socket member 34. It is pointed 
out that the ball engaging element 35 including the fiange 
37 thereof is formed of a suitable plastic material and it 
is further pointed out that the ball member 33 is also 
formed of a suitable plastic material. 

Means are also provided for applying pressure to the 
lower surface of the ball member 33 to vary the frictional 
contact between the ball member and the ball engag 
ing element 36. This arrangement permits the ball mem 
ber to be substantially locked or gripped in an adjusted 
position but also permits release of the pressure to fa 
cilitate adjustment thereof. Referring again to FIG. 4 

5 

10 

2 5 

5 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

it will be seen that a bail supporting block member 39 
is positioned within the socket 35 and is provided with 
an upwardly facing recess 40 in the upper surface 
thereof. This recess 49 receives a generally concavo 
Convex ball seat element 4 also formed of a suitable 
plastic material and having an arcuate concavity 42 
therein for receiving the ball member 33. The convex 
Surface of the ball seat element 4 corresponds generally 
to the recess 43 in the ball supporting block 39, as best 
seen in F.G. 4. 
A pair of disc members 43 are positioned against the 

lower surface of the ball supporting block 39 and it will 
be seen that that portion of the base 31 which defines 
the lower portion of the socket member 34 has a cen 
trally located threaded aperture 44 therein which receives 
ail eloiigate threaded pressure applying member there 
through. The lower end portion of the pressure apply 
ing niember 45 has an enlarged hand gripping portion 46 
Secured thereto to facilitate revolving movement of the 
pressure applying member. it will therefore be seen that 
when the pressure applying member 45 is revolved, this 
pressure applying member will apply upward pressure 
through the disc 43 and the ball suporting block 39 to 
the ball seat element 45 and to the ball member 33 where 
by the latter will be urged against the ball engaging ele 
ment 35. Thus variable pressure may be applied to the 
bail member by means of the pressure applying mem 
ber 45. 
An elongate tapered male coupling element 47 is 

Secured to the ball member 33 and projects upwardly 
therefrom as best seen in FIG. 4. It will be noted that 
this male coupling element while being tapered from the 
lower end toward the upper end is of generally triangular 
cross Sectional configuration with the corners of the tri 
angle between adjacent sides being flat. A threaded 
attachment element or stem 48 is secured to the lower 
Surface of the male coupling element 47 and releasably 
and threadedly engages the corresponding socket in the 
ball member 33 to rigidly secure the male coupling ele 
nient to the ball member. This male coupling element 
is adapted to be received within a frustro-conically shaped 
recess 7a defined by the female coupling element 17 
of the manikin form. The fiattened tapered sides of the 
male coupling element present three point flattened planar 
bearing Surfaces for engaging this recess and prevent any 
tendency of the manikin form from rocking or slipping 
relative to the male coupling element. 

It will therefore be seen that when in use, the Support 
38 may be positioned upon a surface such as a table 
or the like, So that the suction cup elements 32 engage 
such a Supporting surface in gripped relation therewith. 
The Pressure exerted by the pressure applying member 
45 will have been pre-set to permit a user to forcibly 
move a manikin form supported on the male coupling 
element 47. The degree of force to be used will be pre 
deteriained by the amount of pressure applied by the 
Pressire applying member 45, the supporting block 39. 
and the ball seat element 41. It is, however, pointed out 
that the pressure will be sufficient to allow the manikin 
Oil supporting male coupling element to be retained in 
a. adjusted position after it is forcibly rotated to such a 
(Sition. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that I have provided 

a novel manikin device which because of its wide range 
of adjustment is highly effective as a display device and 
Support for Wearing apparel, wigs and the like. 

it will also be seen from the preceding paragraphs 
that my novel device is not only of simple and inexpen 
sive construction but functions in a more efficient manner 
than heretofore known comparable devices. 

It will, of course, be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the various parts without departing from the 
scope of my invention. 



3,198,408 
5 

What is claimed is: 
1. In combination with a manikin form for use in Sup 

porting wigs, wearing apparel and the like, 
a Support comprising a base, 
a ball and socket connection releasably and adjustably 5 

interconnecting the manikin form and said base, said 
connection comprising a ball member and a socket 
member adjustably receiving said ball member there 
in, one of said members being secured to said base 
whereby said members are pivotal relative to each 
other, 

releasable locking means on one of said members for 
releasably locking said ball and socket members 
against movement with respect to each other, 

and a pair of interengaging coupling elements on one 
of said members and on said manikin form, one of 
said coupling elements comprising an elongate pin 
and the other of said coupling elements comprising 
an elongate recess receiving said pin therein where 
by said manikin form may be revolved relative to 
said one member. 

2. In combination with a manikin form for use in sup 
porting wigs, wearing apparel and the like, 

a Support comprising a base having means thereon for 
releasably attaching the base to a support surface, 
ball-socket connection releasably and adjustably in 
terconnecting the manikin form and said base, said 
connection comprising a split socket member secured 
to said base and a ball member positioned within 
said socket member for pivotal movement relative 
thereto, 

locking means on said socket member for locking said 
ball member in an adjusted position, 

and a pair of interengaging coupling elements, one 
of which is on said ball member and the other ele 
ment being on said manikin form, one of said cou 
pling elements comprising an elongate pin and the 
other of said elements comprising an elongate recess 
receiving said pin therein whereby said manikin 
form may be revolved relative to said ball member. 

3. In combination with a manikin form for use in sup porting wigs, wearing apparel and the like, 
a Support comprising a base, 
a ball-socket connection mounted on said base com 

prising a split socket member secured to said base 
and a ball member positioned within said socket 
member for pivotal movement relative thereto, 

locking means on said socket member for locking said 
ball member in an adjusted position, 

an elongate frusto-conical pin member affixed to said 
ball member and projecting upwardly therefrom, 

and a frusto-conically shaped recess in said manikin 
form receiving said pin therein whereby said manikin 
form is mounted for tilting and revolving movement 
relative to said support. 

4. In combination with a manikin form corresponding 
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6 
generally in shape to the outline of a human head and 
being especially adaptable for use in supporting wigs, 
wearing apparel and the like, said manikin form having 
a lower surface, 

a support comprising a base, 
a ball-socket connection including a socket member 

secured to said base, and a ball member positioned 
within said socket member for pivotal movement 
relative thereto, 

locking means on said socket member for releasably 
locking said ball member in an adjusted position, 

an elongate generally frustro-conically shaped pin ele 
ment on said ball member, 

and an elongate generally frustro-conically shaped 
recess in said lower surface of the manikin form 
and receiving said pin therein whereby said manikin 
form may be revolved and tilted relative to said 
Support. - 

5. The structure as defined in claim 4 wherein said 
Socket member comprises a pair of socket elements 
detachably secured together and defining a split socket 
construction. 

6. The structure as defined in claim 4 wherein said 
base includes a plurality of horizontal legs each having 
means thereon for releasably attaching the same to a 
Support surface. 
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