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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN VAN ALTENA, of
Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee and
State of Wisconsin, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Tools for Turning the
Covers of Fruit-Jars, of which the following
is a deseription, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, which are a part of
this specification.

Myinvention has relation to improvements
in tools for turning the screw-threaded covers
of fruit-jars and the like. Heretofore the
putting on and removal of such covers has
always been attended with more or less diffi-
culty. Itis the object of my improvement,
therefore, to overcome the objections now ex-
isting in a simple, inexpensive, and expedi-
tious manner; and with this end in view the
invention consists in the improved construc-
tion and combination of parts, as hereinafter
more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
illustrates an ordinary fruit-jar with the cover
in place thereon and my tool applied thereto
in position to properly adjust the cover in
place, and Fig. 2 is a plan view of the tool re-
moved.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in both figures of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings, the letter A in-
dicates an ordinary fruit-jar, and B the cover
thereof.

My tool eonsists of two prineipal parts—

" viz., & handle or lever C and clamping-ring

35

40

45

5¢

D. The latter has extending from one point
of its circumference a projection d, which is
provided upon its upper surface with two op-

posite partly-circular side walls d’, leaving |

open ends at the points d? d? the walls being
so located with reference to the lever C as to
permit a limited but sufficient movement of
the lever with reference to the ring to adapt
it to clamp the ring to the eap or cover of the
jar, while also serving as stops to limit the too-
great movement of the lever with reference
to the ring and to compel the convenient
movement of the ring under thefurther move-
ment of the lever. The handle or lever C is

undercut at its upper end, as indicated at ¢,
and there formed intoacircularhead ¢/, which
is pivoted éeccentrically to the projection d by
means of a bolt or rivet E.

In operation, when it is desired to turn the
cover from right to left, so as to screw the
same in place upon the top of the jar, the
handle or lever is operated so as to bring the
circular head intocontact with the cover. As
force is now applied toward the left, the cover
will be caused to turn and finally serewed
home. Itwillthus be seen that by construct-
ing the lever or handle and its head in one
piece, with the latter pivoted eccentrically, a
great leverage is obtained with but a mini-
mum of power applied.

Forremoving the cover all that isnecessary
is simply to invert the same, so that the side
walls d’ d’ will occupy the under position.
Force is now applied to the lever toward the
right, causing the bearing-surface in the head
to engage the cover and turn the same from
left to right. Itwill thus beseen that thisde-
vice is adapted by reason of itsring form, with-
out a cover or cross-bar, and by reason of the
arrangement of the lever-arm eccentrically to
its aperture to turn a jar-cover either toright
or left, it being only necessary to reverse the
device (turnitupside down) when the rotary
motion of the cover is to be reversed, to place
the device on the cover properly therefor.

From the foregoing description it is obvi-
ous that I provide a tool for accomplishing
the purpose described in a simple and effi-
cient manner. It is a well-known fact that
in many cases the cover adheres to the jars
with such firmness as to necessitate the exer-
cise of considerable labor and patience in its
removal. This difficulty is effectually over-
come in the construction above set forth.
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While I have described my invention as

particularly applicable to fruit-jars, I do not
wish to be understood as limiting myself to
that particular adaptation, inasmuch as it is
apparent that it may be employed in con-
nection with covers of various other recep-
tacles. )

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is— .

1. A tool for turning the covers of jars, con-
sisting of a ring or annulus having no cover
or crogs-bar, so that it can be used eitherside
up, and provided with a projecting lateral
flange, and a lever-handle having a circular
head pivoted eccentrically to said projecting
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flange, the head being arranged to swing
slightly into the aperture of the ring, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A tool for turning the cover of a jar, con-
sisting of a ring or annulus having no cover
or cross-bar, so that it can be put over and
about a jar-cover either sideup,and provided
with a flange projecting laterally therefrom,
said flange provided upon one surface with

1e upstanding opposite side walls adapted to

limit the movement of the lever-handle on the
ring,and alever-handle having a circular head

pivoted eccentrically on the flange and ar-
ranged to swing slightly into the aperture of
the ring, the movement of the lever with ref-
erence to the ring being limited by the side
walls, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN VAN ALTENA.

Witnesses:
ARTHUR L. MORSELL,
ANNA V. FAUST.
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