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The present invention relates to matchbook covers and
more particularly to a refillable matchbook cover of syn-
thetic plastic material for enclosing a conventional book
of safety matches.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a novel
matchbook cover of synthetic plastic material which is
compact, highly attractive and relatively inexpensive to
manufacture.

It is also an object to provide such a matchbook cover
that is used to enclose a conventional book of matches
and which provides a highly attractive decorative surface
and is easy to manipulate.

Other objects and advantages will be readily apparent
from the following detailed specification and the attached
drawing wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a matchbook cover
embodying the present invention with the front flap held
open and illustrated in phantom line is a comventional
book of safety matches being inserted into the cover by
fingers of a person using the matchbook cover.

FIGURE 2 is a front elevational view of the cover of
FIGURE 1 with the front wall panel in closed position;
and

FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view thereof.

It has now been found that the foregoing objects and
other advantages may be readily attained in an integrally
formed, refillable matchbook cover of relatively rigid syn-
thetic plastic sheet material for use with a conventional
book of safety matches. The cover has a plurality of
folds therein providing front, top, rear, bottom and retain-
ing wall panels forming an enclosure. The retaining wall
panel extends in spaced relationship from the rear wall
panel toward the top panel and has a retaining flap de-
pending from the upper end thereof for engagement be-
hind the striking flap of a book of matches to retain it
within the enclosure between the retaining wall and rear
wall panels. A transversely extending aperture in the
retaining wall panel exposes the abrasive striking surface
on the engaged striking flap of the book of matches re-
tained within the cover so that the head of a match may
be struck thereagainst through the cover. The free or
bottom end of the front wall panel is engaged inwardly
of the retaining wall panel and retaining flap thus pro-
viding a hinged closure for the cover and the enclosed
book of matches.

A book of conventional safety matches may be adapted
for use with the refillable matchbook cover by removing
the front or closure panel and a portion of the back wall
panel so that only the striking flap and the lower portion
of the back wall remain of the original enclosure for the
strips of safety matches received therebetween. The book
of safety matches may then be slid into the enclosure
formed by the refiliable matchbook cover with the retain-
ing flap of the retaining wall panel disposed between the
strips of matches and the striking flap of the book of
matches. Thus, when placed in position, the flap on the
retaining wall panel retains the book of matches within
the enclosure formed by the refillable matchbook cover
by preventing movement longitudinally within the cover.
When all the matches of the matchbook cover have been
used, the remaining portion of the matchbook cover may
be removed from the cover and a new book of matches
similarly adapted and inserted therein.

The refillable matchbook cover is made of semi-rigid
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synthetic plastic sheet material which desirably has a dec-
orative surface to enhance the attractiveness of the match-
book cover by placing advertising or informational matter
on the decorative surface. The cover is relatively in-
expensive to manufacture and thus may be used as a
give-away item for advertising and promotional purposes.
The synthetic plastic material is desirably flame resistant
to prevent inadvertent burning of the matchbook cover
and injury to the user.

Various synthetic plastic materials may be used such
as polycarbonate, biaxially oriented polystyrene, cellulose
esters, polypropylene and polypropylene-polyethylene co-
polymers. The sheet material may have a thickness of
about 7-20 mils so long as it retains sufficient flexibility
at the folds commensurate with sufficient semi-rigidity to
provide a satisfactory enclosure. Polycarbonate sheet
material of about 10-20 mils has been found highly ad-
vantageous because it lends itself to provision of a decora-
tive surface, is semi-rigid, and may be folded readily to
form the panels of the matchbook cover while retaining
sufficient flexibility along the fold lines so that the match-
book cover may be opened and closed many times without
cracking along the fold lines.

Referring now in detail to the attached drawing, there
is iliustrated a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention wherein a refillable matchbook cover generally
designated by the numeral 18 is folded to provide a front
wall panel 12, a top wall panel 14, a rear wall panel 1§,
a bottom wall panel 18, and a retaining wall panel 28
forming an enclosure 22. The retaining wall panel 20 has
a reversely folded retaining flap 24 depending from the
upper end thereof for engagement with a book of safety
matches generally designated by the numeral 28 between
the striking flap 26 and the strips of matches 38. A trans-
versely extending elongated aperture 32 is formed in the
retaining wall panel 20 which exposes the underlying ab-
rasive striking surface of the striking flap 26 so that
matches may be struck therethrough.

The rear wall panel 16, bottom wall panel 18, and re-
taining wall panel 28 form a channel-shaped enclosure
at the lower portion of the matchbook cover 18 for
the book of matches 28 with the retaining flap 24 secur-
ing the matchbook against longitudinal movement while
retained within the matchbook cover 16. The front
wall panel 12 may be readily opened along the hinge
formed by the top wall panel 14 and may be held in
closed position behind the retaining flap 24 by the in-
herent resiliency of the material or frictional engagement
between the retaining flap 24 and the strips of matches 30.

As illustrated in FIGURE 1, a conventional book of
matches 28 is adpated for use with the cover 16 by hav-
ing its front panel (not shown) and a portion of its rear
panel 29 removed by transversely severing the rear panel
29 so that only the lower portion of the rear panel
29, striking flap 26 and strips of matches 30 remain. The
book of matches 28 then may be inserted within the
matchbook cover 18 by sliding the matchbook 28 trans-
versely into the enclosure 22 as illustrated in FIGURE 1
so that retainig flap 24 is disposed between the striking
flap 26 and the strips of matches 30 whereby the book
of matches 28 is restrained from other than transverse
movement within the matchbook cover 10, and this trans-
verse movement is inhibited by the frictional contact of
the retaining flap 24 with the striking flap 26 and strips
of matches 28 as well as the frictional contact with the
front wall panel 12.

The matchbook cover 1¢ may be made of semi-rigid
synthetic plastic sheet material which may be easily folded
to form the necessary panels of the matchbook cover
19. The material should be sufficiently resilient, however,
so that the front panel 12 may be opened repeatedly along
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the folds forming the top wall panel 14 to expose for
use the underlying matches 3.

Thus, the present invention provides a novel match-
book cover which is compact, highly attractive and
relatively inexpensive to manufacture. The retaining
wall panel provides a retaining flap for securing a con-
ventional book of matches within the enclosure formed
by the matchbook cover, and the cover is easily manipu-
lated and readily refillable when all the matches have
been used. If so desired, the synthetic plastic sheet ma-
terial may be embosed, painted, printed or otherwise
finished to form a highly attractive decorative surface for
the matchbook cover.

Having thus described the invention, I claim:

1. A matchbook cover assembly comprising: a con-
ventional book of safety matches having a fragmentary
portion of the rear panel thereof, the striking flap and
strips of matches; and an integrally formed, refillable
matchbook cover of relatively rigid, resiliently deflectable
synthetic plastic sheet material, said cover having a
plurality of folds therein providing front, top, rear,
bottom and retaining wall panels enclosing said book of
safety. matches, said retaining wall panel extending in
spaced relationship from said rear wall panel toward
said top wall panel and having a retaining flap depending
from the upper end thercof engaging between the strik-
ing flap and said strips of matches to retain said book
within said enclosure between said retaining wall and
rear wall panels, said retaining wall panel having a trans-

versely extending aperture exposing the striking surface 3
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on the engaged striking flap of said book . of matches,
the free end of said front wall panel being engaged be-
tween said strips of matches and said retaining flap and
resiliently bearing against said retaining flap to provide

& a hinged closure for said cover and said book of matches,

said front wall panel being disengageable between said
strips of matches and said retaining flap and pivotable
about its fold with said top wall panel to expose said
strips of matches for removal of one of said matches,

10 said conventional book of safety matches being removable

from said cover by sliding movement in the direction of
the sides of said cover to permit insertion thereinto of a
new book of safety matches of similar construction.

2. The matchbook cover assembly of claim 1 wherein

15 said synthetic plastic is polycarbonate.

3. The matchbook cover assembly of claim 1 wherein
the outer surface thereof is decorative.

4. The matchbook cover assembly of claim 1 wherein
said synthetic plastic sheet material is relatively flame

90 resistant.
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