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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a technique whereby an object can be detected in a stable manner, even under conditions in which the
image contrast is lowered overall or partially. A pre-processing unit (12) is added as a front-end for an object detection processing
unit (13), so that a corrected image (image in which contrast emphasis is performed on the input image) obtained by the pre-pro-
cessing unit (12) is provided as an input image for the object detection processing unit (13); detection of an object is thereby facilit -
ated even in conditions in which the contrast of the image as a whole is lowered by mist or rain or the like. Furthermore, in the ob -
ject detection processing unit (13) the effect of emphasised noise produced by this contrast emphasising is lowered by performing
object detection using not merely the corrected image obtained by the pre-processing unit (12) but also correction characteristic in-
formation (23) including image characteristics relating to the correction (contrast emphasis).
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