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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Lizo CaxDA, a citizen of
the United States, residing at the borough of
Manhattan, in the city of New York, county
of New York, and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Paper-Files, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had therein to
‘the accompanying drawings, forming a part
thereof.

My invention relates to letter or document
files or filing-boxes, and has for its objects to
provide for ready access to the contents ot the
fileand for convenient examination or removal
and replacement of any letter or document
withont disarrangement of the other contents
of the file. DMy invention also has for its ol-
jects simplicity of construction, strength and
durability, and ease of manipulation and op-
sration.

According to my invention the file or filing-
case comprises two parts, which may he de-
nominated a ““body ” and a *‘cover” and which
are hinged together and when in closed posi-
tion completely cover, protect, and inclose the
letters or documents therein. The separators
employed within this file are loose or unat-
tached, consisting merely of sheets or cards
loosely fitting the interior of the file.

According to my invention both the body
and the cover are provided with walls extend-
ing the full height of the interior of the file,
so that when the file is in open position either
a part or all of the contents of the file may be
supported face upward upon the body of the
file or may be supported face downward upon
the cover of thefile and in either position will
be so effectively inclosed or walled in as to be
retained in the file.

Aceording to my invention a locking end
piece is provided adapted to codperate with
the other parts of the file, and my invention
includes various improvements in the con-
struction and combination of parts.

I willnow deseribe the ile embodying my in-
vention illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings and will thereafter point out my inven-
tion in claims.

Tigure 1is a vertical central section of the
file in closed and upright position with sepa-
rators and letters or documents therein. Fig.
2 is a front elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is

a vertical central section of the file in open
and horizontal position and with a portion of
the separators and contents supported on the
body and the remainder of the separators and

contents supported on the cover. Fig. 4isa
front elevation of the same.

The two main portions of the file are a body
and a cover, and these portions are hinged to-
gether by any suitable means, the base 7 of
the cover being hinged to the body at the top
of the end wall ¢/, this wall extending up from
the base ¢ of the body and being of a height
equal to the full interior height of the file or
the full thickness of the interior of the file
when the file is in closed upright position.
The end wall d of the body is contiguous with
sectional front and rear walls ¢ and f, which
are also of the full interior height of the file
and which extend from the hinged end of the
file toward the open end of the file a distance
preferably somewhat less than half the length
of the front of the file and terminate in in-
clined ends. The cover also has full-height
sectional front walls 2 and rear walls 4 ex-
tending from the open end of the cover toward
the hinged end thereof and terminating in in-
clined ends, these walls being of such length
and their inclined ends so shaped that they
will form counterparts to the front and rear
walls ¢ and # when the file is closed (see Fig.
1) and form therewith substantially complete
front and rear walls for the entire file. The
front and rear walls 2 and 7 of the cover are
contiguous with an end wall g, which is at the
open end of the cover and extends the full in-
terior height of the file.

In addition to the full-height walls above
described T also provide an outer front wall &
and an outer rear wall ¢ of the body and an
outer front wall 2 and an outer rear wall 7 of
the cover, these outer walls extending from
the hinged end of the file substantially or very
nearly to the open end thercof and being
respectively of such heights that their total
height will equal the full height of the file, so
that they will abut against each other when
the file is closed, and, as shown, the height of
cach of these walls is one-half of the height
of the file. These outer walls terminate in
proximity to the open end of the file with in-
clined ends, against which the inclined edges
of the hinged locking-piece o will come in
contact when the file is closed and. the lock-
ing-piece is closed into locking position, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The base 5 of the
cover is of double thickness up to a poind
in proximity to the open end, where it meets
the edge of the locking-piece o, so that the
locking-piece when closed ‘is flush with the
base of the cover, and as it is also flush with
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the outer side walls of the cover and body
and the abutting outer walls are flush with
each other the file when closed has a smooth
exterior surface. This locking-piece o opens
out readily to permit access to the contents
of the file, as shown in Figs. 8 and 4, and
may be readily and quickly swung into its
locking position, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

Theseparators » may be indexed upon their
edges in the usual manner. No fastening de-
vice is required for them. They loosely fit
the interior of the file, and the full-height
retaining-walls on the body and cover at all
times retain them in place. Thus they are
self-adjusting to any variable spacing which
may result from uneven or irregular filling
of the spaces between them, and they are also
capable of being readily lifted out from the
body of the file and placed face downward
upon the cover, as hereinatter described.

‘When access is desired to the contents of
the file, the file is most conveniently opened
out upon a table or other horizontal or nearly
horizontal surface. The hody of the file will
lie flat on the table, and the locking-piece will
also lie flat on the table, so that access is
readily had to the indexed edges of the sepa-
rators ». The cover will then occupy an in-
clined position, and its reinforcement or dou-
ble thickness will enable it to sustain this po-
sition without distortion. Any portion of
the contents placed upon the cover will be
prevented from sliding off the cover by the
foll-height wall ¢ at the open end of the
cover. The full-height front and rear walls
% and 7 of the cover will prevent the contents
from sliding off the cover in any other direc-
tion. It will therefore be possible to lift
from the body of the file and place face down-
ward upon the cover any part or all of the
contents of the file without disarrangement
of the contents of the file, and thus access
may be readily had to any of the contents of
the file and a selected letter or docnment will
be fully uncovered and may be examined or
removed and put back again in its proper place
without disarrangement of the contents of the
file. During the inspection of the letter or
document it will not be necessary to hold up
the separators and contents which are in ad-
vance of this letter or document in the file, as
they will all have been removed and placed
face downward upon the cover of the file, and
the examination of the letter or document in
a file may be suspended at any time and the
file left open without fear of covering or con-
cealing the selected document. Upon the
completion of the examination of the letter
or document the file need only be closed and
all of its contents will fall into their proper
places. ’

For convenience in handling the file and
pulling it out from a row of similar files
I provide a handle orring ¢, which is secured
to the double-thickness portion of the body

comprising the front outer wall J and the
front full-height inner wall e.

The construction above described possesses
obvious advantages in the provision of dou-
ble thickness where strength is desired and in
the manner in which the several parts rein-
force and strengthen each other and readily
pass and overlap each other in the closing of
the file. The full-height walls are so located
as to effectively perform their work of inclos-
ing and retaining the contents of the file with-
out interference or obstruction to the desired
ready access to the contents of the file when
the file is open.

It is obvious that various modifications may
be made in the construction shown and above
particularly described within the spirit and
scope of my invention. ’ :

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A file comprising two parts hinged to-
gether, one part having an end wall at the
open end thereof and front and rear sectional
walls extending from said end wall and rig-
idly united théereto, and the other part having
an end wall at the hinged end thereof and
front and rear sectional walls extending from
such last-mentioned end wall and rigidly
united thereto, all of such walls extending
the full interior height of the file and the sec-
tional walls of each of the two parts being
spaced at the same distance from each other
longitudinally of the file with the front sec-
tional walls of the two partsin line with each
other and the rear sectional walls of the two
parts in line with each other, and with the
sectional walls of each part terminating at
such a distance from the open and hinged
ends, respectively, of the parts, that the front
sectional walls will come in alinement with-
out overlapping when the file is closed and
the rear sectional walls will also come in
alinement without overlapping when the file
is closed.

2. In a file, the combination, a body and a
cover hinged together and each having front
and rear inner sectional walls and having
front and rear outer walls of less height than
the inner sectional walls, the inner sectional
walls of the body and cover being arranged
to come in alinement without overlapping
when the file is closed, and the front and rear
outer walls of the body and cover being ar-
ranged to come in alinement and being of
such heights as to abut at their longitudinal
edges when the file is closed.

3. A file comprising a body and a cover
hinged together and each having front and
rear inner sectional walls extending the full
interior height of the file and having front
and rear outer walls of less height, the full-
height inner sectional walls of the body and
cover being arranged to come in alinement
without overlapping when the file is closed,
and the front and rear outer walls of the
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body and cover being arranged to come in
alinement and being of such heights as to abut
against each other throughout their lengths
when the file is closed.

4. A file comprising a body and a cover
hinged together, the body having front and
rear inner sectional walls and an end wall at
the hinged end thereof and the cover having
front and rear inner sectional walls and an
end wall at the open end thereof, all of such
walls being of the full interior height of the
file, and the body and the cover each having
front and rear outer walls of less height, the
tull-height inner sectional walls of the body
and cover heing arranged to come in aline-
ment without overlapping when the [ile is

closed, and the front and rear outer walls be-
ing arranged to come in alinement and being
of such heights as to abut against each other
throughout their lengths when the file is
closed, and a hinged locking-piece at the open
end of the lile arranged to abut against the
ends of the outer walls of the body and cover
when the file is closed, substantially as set
forth.
In testimony whereof I have aflixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.
LEO CANDA.
Witnesses:
Huxry D, Wirniaws,
Hengy Bapygs.




