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IMPROVEMENT IN TILES.

Specification forming part of Lettefs Patent No. 121,029, dated November 14, 1871.

To all whom € may concern:

Beit known that I, DAvID H. WATTS, of Phil-
adelphia, county of Philadelphia, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented an Improved Tile, of
which the following is a specification:

Myinvention consistsof a tile,having the dove-
tailed grooves described hereafter for the secure
attachment of the tile not only to a floor but to
walls and ceilings.

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved tile;
Tig. 2 a vertical section of the tile as it appears
when auanoed for flooring; and Fig. 3, the tile
applied to a celhng

My improved tile has on one side dovetailed
grooves a a, there being two such grooves in the
prebent instance; but their number may be in-
creased as circumstances and judgment may
suggest or in proportion to the size of the tile.
In applying my improved tile to a floor the lat-
ter is properly prepared and coated with a plas-
ter or eement which, when dry, will be hard and
tenacious. While a.layer of this cement is in a
plastic state on the floor the tiles are carefully
and evenly bedded on it; and the pressure nec-
essarily applied to the tiles causes the plaster to
penetrate the dovetailed grooves, so that when
the plaster is dry and hard the tiles will be held
in their places much more firmly than ordinary
tiles, which have no dovetailed grooves, but are
simply deposited on a plaster bed.

The advantage of my invention, however, be-

comes more apparent when the tiles are applied
to the decoration of inner walls and ceilings.
‘When tiles have been heretofore used for that
purpose it has been a common plan to secure
them with pins or nails, which not only mutilate
the tiles, but are in many cases most insecure
fastenings. My improved tiles, however, are self-
affixing to a ceiling or wall, all that is necessary
to properly attach them being their retention
with their grooved faces against the plaster un-
til the latter becomes hard enough to support
thein.

One dovetalled groove will suffice for small
tiles; but two are preferable, and even more
than two may be used when the tiles are large.

It may beremarked thatthe dovetailed grooves
are formed in the tiles during the pressing of the
latter and before the baking process.

‘Without limiting myself to any number or form
of dovetailed grooves nor to any specific material
for the tiles,

I claim-—

A tile having dovetailed grooves, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two snb-
seribing witnesses.

DAVID H. WATTS.

‘Witnesses:
Ww. A, STEEL,
HARRY SMITH. v (20)




