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1

This invention relates to 2 game table surface
and more particularly to a card table cover hav-
ing its surface especially adapted to facilitate thg
playing of the well known card game Canasta.

The rules of Canasta and the manner in which
it is played are fully described in the book ‘“How
to Win at Canasta,” by Oswald Jacoby, published,
1949, by Doubleday and Co. Inc.

(CL

In this game each of the players, who usually

number four, lays down on the playing surface
melds, canastas and the red threes (i. e. diamonds
and hearts). The melds each include three or
more cards of the same rank and the canastas
seven or more cards of same rank. Different
scores are awarded a player for the melds, the
canastas and the red threes which he lays down.

It has been found that when the several players
lay down their melds, canastas and red threes
on the surface of a card table or the like, the
cards become intermixed, with the result that it
is difficult to differentiate by eye between the
canastas and the melds, or to differentiate be-
tween the laid down cards of adjacent players.

The principal object of the invention there-
fore, is the provision of a card table cover in-
corporating means whereby each player’s canas-
tas, melds and red threes can be maintained in
individual visible stacks segregated one from the
other, the different types of stacks being identi-
fied both by the position of the stack and by the
direction in which the different retaining means
hold the stacked cards i. e., with an end or a side
adjacent the edge of the cover.

A further object of the invention is the provi-
sion of means whereby the cover can readily be
secured to a table top, said means also permit-
ting of the facile removal of the cover.

Still another object of the invention is to con-
struct the cover in such a manner, and of such
material as to permit of the same being folded
or rolled into a small bundle.

For further comprehension of the invention,
and of the objects and advantages thereof, ref-
erence will be had to the following description
and accompanying drawings, and to the appended
claims in which the various novel features of the
invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming a ma-
terial part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the cover of the inven-
tion as it appears when placed on a card table.

Fig. 2 Is a view of the underside of the cover
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and illustrates the means for fastening it to the
table top.
Fig. 3 is a sectional view on an enlarged scale

‘on line 3—38 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on an enlarged scale
on line 4—14 of Fig. 1. )

Fig. 5 Is a sectional view on line 5—5 of Fig. 3,

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the cover as if
appears when folded, the scale of this figure be-
ing muech larger than that of Fig. 1.

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of the
cover as attached to the corner of a table top.

Referring to Fig. 1 the cover of the invention is
indicated generally by the reference numersal 10,
said cover being any square of any suitable cloth
or plastic, but preferably of duck with a velvet-
like finish on the playing surface. The corners
of the cover are rounded and the edge is bound
with taping {1 stitched thereto as at (2. At each
corner, a triangular patch 13 of the same mate-
rial as the cover is bound to the playing surface
of the cover by the taping i1 (Fig. 3), said piece
forming, with the cover, a pocket or receptacle for
one or more cards (4 (Fig, 1).

Arranged along each of the edges of the cover
16 and centrally disposed with respect to the ends
of the edge are a pair of strips {5 and 6 super-
imposed the latter on the former. Both strips
may be of the same material as the cover and
both have one longitudinal edge bound to the
playing surface of cover {0 by the stripping {4
(Pig. 4). The lower strip 15 is wider and longer
than the upper strip and at either end is secured’
to the cover {0 by spot stitching 17 (Fig. 1). The
upper strip (6 is likewise secured at either end
to the lower strip by spot stitching 18. The lower
strip 15 forms with the cover 10 a plurality, in
the present instance seven, of card pockets or re-
ceptacles by means of spot stitching 20, said re-
ceptacles being of a size sufficient to receive a
small stack of cards slipped endwise part-way
thereinto, but too small to receive the cards side-
wise. The upper strip {6 is divided up by spot
stitching 21 to form a plurality, in the present
instance four, of card receptacles or pockets of a
size sufficient for a small stack of cards to be
slinped part-way therein sidewise.

The spot stitching is also known in the trade
as bar-tacks, however any other fastening means
may also be used

While playing Canasta, each player shps his
red threes part-way under one of the corner pieces
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13, his melds each in one of the pockets in strip
15 and his canastas each in one of the pockets
in strip 6. Thus, the groups of cards are com-
pletely secregated one from the other and are
easily identified either by noting which.pockets
they are in or by noting whether or not they are
arranged in the pockets endwise or sidewise.

In order that the cover {0 can readily be se-
cured to and removed from a card fable top such
as that illustrated fragmentarily in Fig. 7, there
is secured to the cover §0 near each corner by
means of the taping {{ an elastic band 23 (Figs.
3 and 5), adapted to be stretched over the corners
of the edging strips 24 secured to table top 22.

When the four bands 23 are stretched over said
corners, the cover is securely held in place. All
that is needed to remove the cover is to pull said
bands off said corners.

One reason for constructing the cover and its
appurtenances of cloth or a similar material is to
permit of the same being folded inte g small
bundle for shipping or storage purposes, as shown
in Fig. 6, which figure it will be noted is on 2 much
larger scale than Pig, 1.

It is to be mentioned that the cover of the in-
vention finds further utility in that it can also
be used for outdoor card games of any sort with
or without a table, the pockets therein being uti-
lized to prevent wind displacement of the cards.
When used outdoors, on the ground, the elastic
corner bands 23 would cooperate with stakes or
the like in securing the cover in place.

While I have illustrated and described the pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention, it is to be
understood that I do not limit myself to the pre-
cise construction herein disclosed and the right
is reserved to all changes and modifications com-
ing within the scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claims.

Hsving thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is:

1. A game table surface cover comprising a
square of cloth having secured to the converging
edges thereof at each corner, a triangular patch
which forms with said square a card receiving
pocket, and secured to each edge thereof midway
of its ends a pair of superimposed strips, the
lower being of greater width than the upper and
being secured at intervals to the surface of said
square to for therewith a plurality of card re-
ceiving pockets, and the upper strip being secured
at intervals to the lower to form therewith an-
other plurality of card receiving pockets.

2. A game table surface cover comprising a
square of cloth having secured to the converging
edges thereof at each corner, a triangular patch
which forms with said square a card receiving
- pocket, and secured to each edge thereof midway
of its ends a pair of superimposed strips, the lower
being of greater width than the upper and being
secured at intervals to the surface of said square
to form therewith a plurality of card receiving
pockets, and the upper strip being secured at in-
tervals to the lower to form therewith another
plurality of card receiving pockets, the patches
and strips being secured to the edges of the square
by taping which also binds said edges.

3. A game table surface cover comprising a
square of cloth having secured to the converging
edges thereof at each corner, a triangular patch
which forms with said square a card receiving
pocket, and secured to each edge thereof midway
of its ends a pair of superimposed strips, the lower
being of greater width than the upper and being

secured at intervals to the surface of said square

to form therewith a plurality of card receiving

pockets, and the upper strip being secured at in-

tervals to the lower to form therewith another
5 plurality of card receiving pockets, the patches
and strips being secured to the edges of the square
by taping which also binds said edges, said taping
also securing to the opposite side of said square
gt each corner thereof an elastic band by which
the cover can be secured to a game table top.

4. A game table surface cover comprising a
square of cloth having secured to the converging
edges thereof at each corner a triangular patch
which forms with said square a card receiving
pocket, and secured to each edge thereof mid-
way of its ends a pair of superimposed strips, the
lower being of greater width than the upper and
being secured at intervals to the surface of said
square by spot stitching to form therewith a plu-
rality of card receiving pockets, and the upper
strip being secured at intervals to the lower by
spot stitching to form therewith another plu-
rality of card receiving pockets.

5. An outdoor card game playing surface
adapted to prevent wind displacement of cards
comprising a square of cloth having secured to
the converging edges thereof at each corner a
triangular patch which forms with said square
a card receiving pocket, and secured to each edge
thereof midway of its ends a pair of superimposed
strips, the lower being of greater width than the
upper and being secured at intervals to the sur-
face of said square to form therewith a plurality
of card receiving pockets, and the upper strip
being secured at intervals to the lower to form
therewith another plurality of card receiving
pockets. .

6. An outdoor card game playing surface
adapted to prevent wind displacement of cards
comprising a square of cloth having secured to
the converging edges thereof at each corner a tri-
angular patch which forms with said square g
card receiving pocket, and secured to éach edge
thereof midway of its ends a pair of superim-
48 posed strips, the lower being of greater width

than the upper and being secured at intervals
to the surface of said square by spot stitching to
form therewith a plurality of card receiving
pockets, and the upper strip being secured at in-
g0 tervals to the lower by spot stitching to form
therewith another plurality of card receiving
pockets.
7. A card game playing surface comprising &
square of cloth, a triangular patch secured to
55 the converging edges thereof at each corner, each
said patch forming with the square a card re-
ceiving pocket, and a pair of superimposed strips
secured to each edge of the square medial of its
ends, the lower of said strips being wider than
60 the upper and being secured at intervals to the
square by spot stitching to form with the square
a plurality of pockets each of a size sufficient
to receive a small stack of cards endwise but too

' small to receive a stack sidewise, and said upper
85 strip being secured at intervals to the lower

by spct stitching to form a plurality of pockets

of a size sufficient to receive a small stack of cards
sidewise.

8. A card game playing surface comprising a

70 square of cloth, a triangular patch secured to

the converging edges thereof at each corner,

each said patch forming with the square a card

receiving pocket, and a pair of superimposed

strips secured to each edge of the square medial

76 of its ends, the lower of said sirips being wider
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g
than the upper and being secured at intervals to
the square by spot stitching to form with the
square a plurality of pockets each of a size suf-
ficient to receive a small stack of cards endwise
but too small to receive a stack sidewise, and
said upper strip being secured at intervals to the
lower by spot stitching to form a plurality of
pockets of a size sufficient to recelve a small
stack of cards sidewise, and a plurality of elastic

bands secured to the edges of sald square one 16

near each corner, said bands being adapted to se-
cure the surface in place. ‘
HENRY POX.
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