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To add twhon, it may concern, 
Be it known that I, CHARLES KIRKBRIDE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Glous 
ter, in the county of Athens and State of Ohio, 

5 have invented new and useful Improvements 
in Clothes-Line Stretchers, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. - 
My invention relates to clothes-line reels; 

and its primary object is to provide a novel 
to device of this character which is simple, cheap, 

and durable and which is adapted to be car 
ried by the person when applying and remov 
ing a line to or from its supports, whereby 
all liability of its becoming soiled by engag 

I5 ing the ground is removed. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

with the ratchet-wheel. 

vide the reel with a guide to evenly distribute 
the line over the drum of the reel when wind 
ing the same thereon. 
The invention consists in the construction, 

combination, and arrangement of parts here 
inafter fully described, claimed, and illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, which disclose 
the preferred form of my invention, and in 

25 which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a reel con 

structed in accordance with my invention, and 
Fig. 2 is a detail view of the spring and pawl. 

Referring to the drawings by reference-nu 
3o merals, 1 designates a U-shaped frame pref 

erably constructed from sheet metal and hav 
ing the side portions 2 thereof provided at 
points intermediate their ends with alining 
bearings 3 and at points near their extremi 

35 ties with perforations 4. A shaft 5, having 
one of its ends bent to form a crank 6, is jour 
naled in the bearings, and a bolt 6" is secured 
in the perforations to prevent the side por 
tions from having any lateral movement and 

4o to add rigidity to the frame. A drum 7 is 
keyed to the shaft 6 and provided at its ends. 
with vertically-arranged flanges 8, and it has 
secured to one of its ends a ratchet-wheel 9, 
adapted to be engaged by a pawl 10, which is 

45 pivotally secured to one of the side portions 
2 by means of a pin 10". The pawl has its 
lower end bifurcated and is provided at a 
point near its free end with a projection 11, 
by means of which it may be swung upon its 

pivot to either throw it into or out of engage 
ment with the ratchet-wheel. A leaf-spring 
12 is bent upon itself about the bolt 6" to place 
the free end of the lower and longer member 
thereof in engagement with the under side of 
the pawl to normally retain it in engagement 

Secured between the 
members of the spring by means of a rivet, 
which retains the members in bent relation, 
is one end of a bar 13, having its other end up 
wardly curved and disposed in the bifurcation 
of the pawl. The pin 10" passes through the 
end of the bar which is disposed in the bifurca 
tion of the pawl to support the free end of 
the Spring to retain it in engagement with 
the pawl. The under side of the lower end 
of the pawl is disposed in a horizontal plane 
to permit a sufficient portion thereof to be en 
gaged by the Spring to retain the pawl in en 
gagement with the ratchet-wheel against acci 
dental displacement, and the extreme lower 
end of the pawl is at a right angle to said un 
der side to be engaged by the spring when the 
pawl is out of engagement with the ratchet 
wheel to prevent it from becoming accident 
ally thrown into engagement therewith. 
A guide 14 is mounted upon the bolt 6" to 

move back and forth thereon to evenly dis 
tribute the line over the drum when it is be 
ing wound thereon, and it is constructed from 
a single piece of wire bent upon itself to form 
an eye 15, through which the line is passed, 
and having its free ends bent about the bolt 
6" to pivotally and slidably secure the guide 
thereon. 
The operation of the device may be ex 

plained as follows: One end of a line is passed 
through the eye 15 of the guide 14 and then 

revolve through the medium of the crank 6. 
When it is desired to secure the line in applied 
position, the pawl is thrown out of engage 
ment with the ratchet-wheel to permit the line 
to be easily unwound from the reel. After 
the line is connected to supports, which may 
be pulleys, hooks, or the like, the reel is se 
cured in applied position by passing the han 
dle (designated 16) over a hook, nail, or like 
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secured to the drum 7, said line being then 
wound upon the drum by causing the same to 
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device. Then the pawl is thrown into engage 
ment with the ratchet-wheel and the line tight 
ened by turning the crank 6. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
A clothes-line reel and stretcher comprising 

a frame having a flanged reel journaled there 
in and provided with a ratchet-wheel on one 
of the flanges, a bolt for securing the rear 
ends of the frame together, a pawl pivoted to 
the frame and coacting with the ratchet-wheel, 
means secured to the pawl and to the rod to 
regulate the action of the pawl with respect 
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to the ratchet-wheel, a guide having its ends 
loosely mounted on the bolt SO as to have a 
lateral or endwise movement thereon, said 
guide being provided with an eye-loop to in 
close the clothes-line during the operation of 
winding and unwinding the same on the reel, 
substantially as specified. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLEY KIRKBRIDE. 
Witnesses: 

J. C. HEADLEY, 
B. F. ACHAUER. 
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