
Nov. 12, 1963 J. B. WIRTH 3,110,312 
COMBINED DIAPER TYPE GARMENT AND SEAT PAD 

2 Sheets-Sheet Fied Feb. 9, 1962 
  



Nov. 12, 1963 J. B. WRTH 3,110,312 
coBINED DIAPERTYPE GARMENT AND SEAT PAD 

2 sheets-Sheet 2 
Filed Feb. 9, 1962 

  



United States Patent Office 3, 0,312 
Paterated Nov. 2, 1963 

3, 6,312 
CAMENSES DAAPERTYPE GARMENT AN 

SEAT PA 
Sane B. Wirth, 143 S. 6th St., Aleatowia, Pa. 

Fied Feb. 9, 1962, Sea. No. 172,262 
4. Cains. (Ci. i28-237) 

This invention relates to wearing apparel, and more 
particularly to a combined diaper type garment and seat 
pad which serves to replace the rubber or other water 
proof garrinent cominonly utilized for infant wear, and 
which, at the same time, operates to make an infant wear 
ing the garment secure in an upright seating position. 
As is well known, the conventional diaper type garment 

is utilized to provide protection for the delicate skin of 
an infant, and also to absorb moisture, but when it is 
necessary or desirable to confine the moisture completely 
to the diaper, it has been common practice to utilize rub 
ber or other waterproof type pants applied over the di 
apers, and while this method is relatively satisfactory, it 
requires the provision of a number of separate garments, 
and also necessitates some trouble and exertion in apply 
ing the various garrinents. 

it is also well known that when an infant is seated in 
a chair or vehicle, it is often necessary to either tie the 
infant in place to prevent inadvertent falling with the pos 
sibility of resulting injury, or to utilize pillows or blankets 
for the purpose of propping the infant in position. The 
latter method provides adequate protection, but particu 
larly in warm weather results in discomfort to the infant, 
and, furthermore, it is frequently somewhat difficult to 
locate the blankets or pillows to provide adequate Support. 

in view of the disadvantages of the above conventional 
practice, a primary object of the present invention is to 
provide a garment combining the features of a diaper 
for the absorption of moisture, a waterproof layer to pre 
vent the escape of moisture from the diaper, and a non 
skid seat pad attached to the garment which serves to 
firmly hold the infant in position when seated represents 
a very material step forward in the art. 

it is a further object of the invention to provide a com 
bined diaper and garment seat pad unit conforming with 
the preceding object, but which also incorporates special 
means for securing the unit in place in the form of fabric 
straps which do not require buckles, snaps, or the like. 
A further object of the invention is the provision of 

a combined diaper type garment and seat pad which also 
includes an additional absorbent pad to increase the mois 
ture-abscribing capacity of the garment. 
A still further and more general object of the inven 

tion is the provision of a combined diaper type garment 
and Seat pad unit constructed in Such a manner as to 
eliminate contact of raw edges, Seains, buckles, snaps, or 
the like, with the skin of the wearer. 

Another object of the invention is the provision of a 
combined diaper type garinent and seat pad which may 
be conveniently applied to an infant by the use of inter 
locking fabric type elements attached to the garment, 
thereby eliminating the necessity for utilizing pins or 
other separate fastening means. 
A further object of the invention is the provision of a 

combined diaper type garment and seat pad in which the 
seat pad comprises an oval-shaped body of plastic or 
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other suitable foam material secured by heat sealing, a 
suitable adhesive, or by any other suitable method to 
the outer surface of a plastic sheet, which in turn is 
secured to the garment by sewing, and serves to provide 
a waterproof layer, preventing the escape of moisture 
from the garment. 
A still further object of the invention is the provision 

of a combined diaper type garment and seat pad which 
may be conveniently and economically manufactured 
from readily available materials, and which also may be 
conveniently laundered and dried for repeated use. 

Further objects and advantages of the invention will 
be apparent from the following description, taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a bottom plan view with parts broken 

away and in section for greater clarity, and showing a 
combined diaper type garment and seat pad constructed 
in accordance with this invention prior to application of 
the same to the wearer; 
FiGURE 2 is a top plan view showing the formation 

of the garment when in place on the wearer; 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view of the garment 

in the condition as shown in FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view, taken substantially on 

the line 4-4 of FIGURE 2, and showing the relative 
positions of the various layers and parts of the garment 
as assumed when in place on the wearer; 
FiGURE 5 is a fragmentary elevational view, with 

parts broken away and in section for greater clarification, 
showing one side of the garment looking from the inside 
outwardly; 
FIGURE 6 is a plan view showing the one-piece fabric 

blank providing the body portion prior to folding thereof, 
and also showing the manner in which the absorbent pad, 
the sheet of moisture-proof plastic material, and the 
yieldable seat pad are attached to a portion of the fabric 
sheet forming the body of the garment; 
FIGURE 7 is a sectional view, taken substantially on 

the line 7-7 of FIGURE 6, and showing the relative 
positions of the various layers of material in the crotch 
portion of the garment prior to folding of the body 
portion; 
FIGURE 8 is a sectional view, taken substantially on 

the line 8-8 of FIGURE 6, and showing the relative 
positions of the poisture-proof plastic sheet, one layer 
of the body portion and the absorbent pad; 
FIGURE 9 is a fragmentary view in perspective, show 

ing the manner of sewing a side seam of the body por 
tion, with such portion turned inside out to permit con 
venient formation of this seam; 
FIGURE 10 is a fragmentary view in perspective, 

showing the side edge and seam of the body portion in 
finished form to present smooth edges for contact with 
the skin of the wearer; 
FIGURE 11 is a plan view of the moisture absorbent 

pad; 
FIGURE 12 is an end elevational view of the ab 

sorbent pad shown in FIGURE 11; and 
FIGURE 13 is a fragmentary sectional view showing 

the manner of attaching the yieldable seat pad to the 
plastic moisture-proof sheet. 
With continued reference to the drawings, and partic 

ularly Fieg URES 1 to 5, there is shown a combined 
diaper type garment and seat pad constructed in accord 
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ance with this invention, and which may well comprise 
a one-piece fabric body portion 30 which is of generally 
I-shape and is folded along one end edge i to provide 
superimposed inner and outer layers 2 and 3, respec 
tively, these layers being sewed together along the side 
edges 4 and 5, in a manner to be later described, and 
it is further to be noted that the body portion it is open 
along the end edge i5 opposite to the folded edge 15. 
A pad of suitable absorbent material 17 is disposed 

between the inner and outer layers 2 and 13 of the body 
portion i0, and a sheet 8 of moisture-proof plastic or 
other suitable material is secured to the outer surface 3 
of the body (). Secured to the outer surface of the 
plastic sheet 8 is a yieldable seat pad 39 of plastic, or 
other suitable foam material, and as best shown in FIG 
URE 4, the absorbent pad i7, the moisture-proof sheet 
18, and the seat pad 9 are all superimposed in the crotch 
portion of the garment when in place on the wearer. 
The method of making the garment of this invention 

is best shown in FIGURES 6 to 13, and with particular 
reference to these figures, it will be seen that the body 
portion 0 is formed from an initially flat blank of suit 
able fabric, such as, cotton cloth, cut to the proper shape, 
to provide, when folded, superimposed generally I-shaped 
inner and outer layers, and as shown in FIGURE 6, the 
inner layer 22 is disposed at the upper portion of the 
figure, while the outer layer 3 is disposed at the lower 
portion. Prior to folding of the blank to provide the 
body portion 10, the various components of the garment 
are secured thereto, and as best shown in FIGURES 6, 
7 and 8, the absorbent pad 17 which is of the general 
configuration, as shown in FIGURES 11 and 12, is 
Secured to the upper surface of the outer layer 3 by 
means of a line of stitching 20 extending through the 
absorbent pad 17, and the outer layer 13 of the body 
portion it. It will be noted that the absorbent pad 7 
is positioned centrally of the outer layer 13. The mois 
ture-proof plastic sheet 8, as shown in dotted outline in 
FIGURE 6, is also of susbtantially I-shape, but smaller 
than the outer layer 13 of the body portion 10, and the 
plastic sheet 18 is secured to the lower surface of the 
layer 13, as shown in FIGURE 6 by stitching or other 
Suitable means 21, 22, 23 and 24, at the corners of the 
moisture-proof sheet 18, and it is to be noted that the 
moisture-proof sheet 18 is disposed directly beneath the 
absorbent pad 17, as shown in FIGURE 6. 
As best shown in FIGURES 6, 7 and 13, the seat pad 

19 of rubber, plastic, or any other suitable foam material, 
and of the shape also shown in dotted outline in FIGURE 
6, is Secured to the lower surface of the plastic sheet 8 
in the relationship shown in FIGURE 6, and the seat pad 
19 may be secured to the plastic sheet 8 by heat sealing, 
by the use of a suitable adhesive, or in any other desirable 
ac. 

After attachment of the absorbent pad 17, the plastic 
moisture-proof sheet 8 and the seat pad 9 to the outer 
layer 13 of the body 0, the inner layer 12 of the body 
19 is folded along the line a to a position lying beneath 
the body portion 3, as shown in FIGURE 6, or in other 
Words, to a position with the plastic sheet 8 and seat pad 
19 disposed between the outer layer 3 and the inner 
layer 12 of the body i9, and in this position, the side 
edges 14 and 15 of the layers 2 and 13 are stitched, as 
shown at 25 in FIGURE 9, and it will be seen that in 
this position, the edges 4 and 15 present raW surfaces 
which would tend to irritate the skin of an infant if in 
contact therewith. It is to be noted that the end edges 
6 opposite the fold line 1 are left open, as shown in 
FIGURE 1, and consequently this permits turning of the 
garnient as stitched together inside out to position the 
absorbent pad 7 between the inner and outer layers 2 
and 13 of the body portion 10, and to position the nois 
ture-proof sheet 15 and seat pad 9 on the outer surface 
of the outer layer i3. This operation also serves to turn 
the Seanas on the side edges 34 and 5 inside out, as 
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4. 
shown in FIGURE 10, which results in presenting Simooth 
edges which serves to eliminate skin irritation. 

In order that the completed garment may be conveni 
ently and attachably secured in place on the body of an 
infant, there is provided at the corner portions 26 and 
27 of the body portion 16, suitable fastening fabric type 
straps 28 and 29, and these fastening straps serve to co 
operate with a corresponding base member 30 secured 
across the front of the body portion 6, as shown in FIG 
URE 1. The operation of the fastening means is clearly 
shown in FIGURES 2 and 3. The fabric base member 
9 and the straps 28 and 29 include a nylon brush type 

fabric surface which releasably interlocks with a cor 
responding surface upon the application of pressure. 
Material of such type is presently marketed under the 
trade-mark “Vel-Cro.' It should be readily apparent 
that the interlocking fabric elements as contemplated 
hereby eliminate the need for snaps, buckles, or the like, 
and thus eliminate the dangerous components of prior 
diaper constructions." - - 

After use, the garment may be conveniently turned in 
side out to facilitate suitable washing and cleaning, as 
well as drying, of the absorbent pad 7, and at the com 
pletion of the drying operation, the garment may again 
be turned inside out to original condition for subsequent 
S3. 

it will be obvious that the garment of this invention 
provides adequate protection for the wearer in a manner 
to prevent irritation of the tender skin of an infant, and 
also provides adequate moisture-absorbing capabilities, as 
Well as a moisture-proof construction which retains mois 
ture within the garment and, furthermore, the yieldable, 
non-skid seat pad provides for holding the infant in posi 
tion when seated in a chair or vehicle, thereby precluding 
the necessity for utilizing blankets or pillows for "prop 
ping" the infant in position, since usually falling of the 
infant is occasioned by undue novement or slippage on 
the Seat Supporting the infant. Consequently, the non 
skid seat pad promotes both comfort and safety. 

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art that vari 
ous changes may be made in the invention, without de 
parting from the spirit and scope thereof, and, therefore, 
the invention is not limited by that which is shown in 
the drawings and described in the specification, but only 
as indicated in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A combined diaper-type garment and seat pad com 

prising a one-piece fabric body portion folded to provide 
Superimposed generally J-shaped inner and outer layers, 
Said layers being sewed together along the side edges and 
open along the edge opposite the fold, a pad of absorbent 
material disposed between said inner and outer layers, a 
sheet of moisture-proof plastic of generally I-shape, but 
Smaller than Said layers secured to the outer surface of 
Said outer layer, a non-skid yieldable seat pad of generally 
oval shape Secured to the center portion of the outer sur. 
face of said plastic sheet and fastening means at the 
corners of Said body portion for releasably securing the 
Corners of Said body portion together to provide a garment 
having openings for the legs and body of the wearer. 

2. A combined diaper-type garment and seat pad as 
defined in claim 1, in which said seat pad comprises plastic 
foam sealed to said plastic sheet. 

3. A combined diaper-type garment and seat pad as 
defined in claim 1, in which said plastic sheet is secured 
to said outer layer only at the corners of said plastic. 
sheet. 

4. A combined diaper-type garment and seat pad.com 
prising a one-piece fabric body portion folded to provide 
Superimposed generally I-shaped inner and outer layers, 
said layers being sewed together along the side edges and 
open along the edge opposite the fold, a pad of absorbent 
material disposed between said inner and outer layers, a 
sheet of moisture-proof plastic of generally I-shape, 
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smaller than said layers, secured to and substantially cov 
ering the outer surface of said outer layer, a plastic foam 
non-skid yieldable seat pad of generally oval shape se 
cured to the center portion of the outer surface of said 
plastic sheet, said seat pad having a plastic foam surface 
exposed for contact, and fastening means at the corners 
of said body portion for releasably securing the corners 
of said body portion together to provide a garment having 
openings for the legs and body of the wearer, said fasten 
ing means comprising fabric strap elements carried at one 
end of said body portion and a fabric strip carried at the 
other end of said body portion, said elements and said 
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strip having brush type surfaces adapted to be releasably 
joined together under pressure. 
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