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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MAX ZABEL, a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of the
city of Milwaukee, in the county of Milwau-
kee, and in the State of Wisconsin, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Attachments for the Handles of Pitch-
forks, &c.; and I do hereby declare that the
following is u full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof.

My invention has for its object to provide
the handles of pitchforks and analogous tools,
such as spades and shovels, with a device
that serves as a fuleram or rest for the han-
dle when theload is being started by the fork
or blade, whereby the labor of the operator
is materially ligutened; and the said inven-
tion consists in certain peculiarities of con-
struction and combination of parts to be
hereinafter deseribed with reference to the
accompanying drawings and subsequently
claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of a pitchfork provided with a
fulerum in accordance with my invention;

‘Fig. 2,a front elevation of the fulerum partly

broken away and in position on the fork-
handle, the latter being in transverse section;
and Fig. 3, a detail side elevation illustrating
the fork-handle provided with a spring-catch
for holding the fulerum parallel therewith
when not in use.

Referring by letter to the drawings, A rep-
resents a fork,such as is ordinarily employed
for handling manure,and B the handle of said
fork.

Fitted to the fork-handle B in any suitable
manner is a fulerum device C, the latter in
its preferred form being a wrought-iron rod
bent into a triangular shape and having its
ends b sprung into an opening ¢ in the de-
pending portion d of a malleable-iron casting
or clip D, this clip being held in place by an
ordinary bolt e, that passes through its ears
just above and in contact with said fork-han-
dle toengage a set-nut f on the outside of one
of said ears.

In order that the clip D may be clamped on
fork-handles of varying gage, I provide its
ears with bolt-openings ¢ at different eleva-
tions, and I also prefer to provide said han-
dles with spring-catches 7. or other suitable
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devices for the purpose of holding the ful-
crum C up out of the way when not in use,
as shown in Fig. 3.

While I have shown and deseribed the ful-
crum C in connection with a pitehfork, it is
also intended for analogous tools, such as
spades or shovels, and although said fulerum
has been set forth as detachably connected to
a tool-handle it may be permanently secured
thereto, either rigidly or pivotally, without de-
parture from the spirit of my invention.

In operating with a pitchfork or analogous
tool having its handle provided with a ful-
crum device the latter rests upon the surface
from which the load is to be lifted and takes
the strain that would otherwise come upon the
leg of the operator.

By the employment of a device such as T
have deseribed in connection with the handle
of a pitchfork, spade, or shovel labor with the
latter is materially lightened, and consider-
ably more work may be accomplished with a
less expenditure of force than is ordinarily
the case. .

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A pitehfork or analogous tool, such as a
spade or shovel, having the handle thereof
provided with a pivoted fulcrum deviee, and
a catch connected tosaid handle in position
to engage said fulecrum device when the lat-
ter is swung up out of its normal position,
substantially as set forth.

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
a fulerumn device for the handles of pitch-
forks and analogous tools, comprising a mal-
leable-iron casting having a depending por-
tion provided with an opening and vertieally-
extended ears, a rod bent into triangular
shape and having its ends sprang into the
opening in the depending portion of said cast-
ing, a bolt passed through said ears, and a
nut on the bolt, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, in

the county of Milwaukee and State of Wiscon-
sin, in the presence of two witnesses.
MAX ZABEL.
Witnesses: .
N. E. OLIPHANT,
Wn. KLuG.
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