
W. H. PLEIss 2,205,271 
TREE HOLDER 

Filed Jan. 18, 1939 

a 

a. s 

s . Pleiss 
s S.- 

s 
AttorneSs. 

    

  

  

  

  



5 

0 

s 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

Patented June 18, 1940 

UNITED STATES 

2,205,271 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,205,271 

TREE HOLDER 
Walter H. Pleiss, Ludington, Mich. 

Application January 18, 1939, serial No. 251,536 
3 Claims. 

This invention relates, as indicated, to tree 
holders and has its particular adaptation to 
trees of the smaller variety such as Christmas 
trees to support them in the home in Such a Way 
as to prevent the marring of floors and other 
inconveniences. 
The primary object of the invention is to pro 

vide a holder of this nature wherein the support 
ing legs are yieldably held in position and are 
easily removed therefrom. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a tree holder which is economically manufac 
tured, simple in construction and may be readily 
assembled or disassembled. 
Other objects and purposes of the invention 

will appear more fully as the description pro 
ceeds. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 

related ends said invention, then, consists of the 
means hereinafter fully described and particular 
ly pointed out in the claims. 
The annexed drawing and following descrip 

tion set forth in detail certain means embodying 
the invention, said means constituting, however, 
but one of various ways in which the principle 
of my invention may be used. 
In said annexed drawing, wherein like refer 

ence numerals refer to like parts throughout the 
various views: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my tree holder. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section through the holding 

cup and one of the sockets thereon showing one 
of the supporting legs in position. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of one 
of the supporting legS. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of one of the sockets 
adapted to receive the legs and, 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
through a portion of the holder as shown in 
Fig. 1. 

Heretofore it has been the usual practice in 
tree holders of this nature to provide them with 
a cup to which is permanently Secured a plu 
rality of supporting legs which had at the top 
thereof certain means for holding the tree in an 
upright position. Constructions of this type had 
their chief disadvantage in the manner which 
it was necessary to pack and ship them and I 
have been able to obviate this difficulty by pro 
viding on the cup a plurality of sockets which 
are adapted to receive an end of the Supporting 
legs. The legs are thus held in the Sockets by 
means of a tension spring which frictionally en 
gages the outer surface of the cup. The cup is 
prevented from being forced past the top edge 

(C. 248-44) 
of the supporting legs by means of an outturned 
lip which is adapted to rest on the upper edges 
of Said legs. In Order to remove the legs and 
disassemble the device it is merely necessary to 
slide then downwardly and apply enough force 
to Overcome the tension of the Spring which 
yieldably holds them in place. 

Referring now more particularly to the draw 
ing my invention comprises a cup f having a 
bottom 2 secured thereto and having an out 
turned lip 3 around the upper edge thereof. In 
spaced relation around the outer side of said cup 
is a plurality of sockets 4 which preferably have 
a V-shape, although it will be obvious that any 
other desired configuration may be used without 
in any way departing from the spirit of the in 
Vention. 
The supporting legs 5 are also of a shape to 

correspond to the shape of the sockets 4, which 
in this case Would be V-shaped. These legs ex 
tend Vertically upWardly at One end and when 
in place are adapted to extend outwardly a 
sufficient distance at the other end to adequate 
ly support the weight of the tree which is placed 
in the cup 3, and at their Outer ends they are 
provided with pads 6 which not only prevent the 
scratching and marring of the floor but also 
tend to hold the device in its entirety in one place. 
Within the vertical upturned portion of the 

supporting legs is Secured at one end, such as by 
welding or any other desired means, a tension 
spring . Each of the SOcketS 4 have open lower 
ends to receive the Wertical upturned portions of 
the supporting legs 5. This portion of the legs 
is inserted in the open lower ends of the sockets 
and forced upwardly at Which time the tension 
spring 7 will frictionally engage the Outer side 
of the cup f to thereby yieldably hold said legs 
in place. This portion of each leg is prevented 
from being moved beyond the top edge of the cup 
because of its contact With the outturned lip 3. 

To remove the legs it is only necessary to apply 
sufficient force in a downward direction thereon 
to overcome the tension of the Spring 7. 
Above the lip 3 the sockets 4 are continued 

and their shape is changed. Somewhat near the 
top. At the top of the Sockets 4 their shape is 
rectangular and a block 8 is inserted within the 
edges thereof, Holes 9 are formed through the 
block 8 and the outer flat edge of the sockets 
and are threaded to receive the thumb screws ?o 
so that upon the placing of a tree, or other article 
to be supported in the cup, these thumb screws 
may be brought into contact with the article to 
thus hold it in an upright position. 
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The device thus disclosed is obviously simple 

to both assemble and disassemble and it will be 
noted that it lends itself particularly Well for 
shipping purposes because of the ease with 
which the legs may be either removed from the 
cup or attached thereto. 
Other modes of applying the principle of my 

invention may be used instead of the one here 
explained, change being made as regard the ele 
ments herein disclosed provided, however, that 
the means stated by any of the following claims 
or the equivalent of such stated means be en 
ployed. 

5 

20 

I, therefore, particularly point out and distinct 
ly claim as my invention: 

1. A device of the class described comprising, 
a cup, a plurality of elongated sockets thereon, 
supporting means for said cup adapted to be re 
ceived in said sockets, a lip extending around Said 
cup adapted to rest on said supporting means 
and tension springs on said supporting means to 
yieldably hold said supporting means in place. 

2,205,271 
2. A device of the class described comprising, 

a cup having a lip around the upper edge there 
of, a plurality of sockets spaced around said cup 
having open lower ends, a plurality of supporting 
legs adapted to be received in said sockets, said 
lip resting on the upper edges of said legs, and 
means for holding said legs in place in said 
sockets. 

3. A device of the class described comprising, 
a cup having an outturned lip around the upper 
edge thereof, a plurality of V-shaped sockets se 
cured in spaced relation around the outer side 
thereof, a plurality of V-shaped supporting legs 
adapted to be received in said sockets, said lip 
adapted to rest on the upper edges of Said legs, 
and spring means secured to said legs adapted 
to contact the outer side of said cup to thereby 
yieldably hold said legs in said sockets. 

WALTER, H, PLEISS. 

O 


