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To all whom it may concern: tion of said space c. The upper portion of 
Be it known that I, JAMES E. DEPUE, of these spaces c or blanks has the usual or any 

Oakland, in the county of Alameda and State suitable heading, including, for instance, the 
of California, have invented a new and useful 
Improvementina Combined Ledger and Sales 
Book and Billing-Book, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention generally consists in a book 

that combines within itself three books such 
as used in mercantile businesses-to wit, a 
general ledger, a sales-book or personal ledger, 
and a billing-book, substantially as hereinaf 
ter described, and more particularly pointed 
out in the claims, and whereby, while I do 
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away with a multiplicity of books and lessen 
the labor of the book-keeper, the keeping and 
the rendering of accurate accounts is greatly 
facilitated. - - 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 represents a view in perspective 
of my improved book thrown open; Fig. 2, a 
transverse section of the same closed; and 
Fig. 3 is a face view of one of the main or en 
try sheets detached or before it is bound up 
in the book. 
A indicates the book, which may be of any 

convenient size and shape, bound in any de 
sirable manner. It is made up of or contains 
two classes of leaves bound together-namely, 
a series of main or entry leaves B, of peculiar 
construction, and a series of intervening trans 
fer or copying leaves C in successive order 
with the main sheets, so that a press-copy may 
be taken of the writing on the main leaves. 
Each main or entry sheet B has its inner end 
portion ruled to form a column consisting of 
any number of ledger-spaces-that is, general 
ledger entry blanks or spaces b, one below the 
other, and which, as shown in the drawings, 
may have a heading marked “Ledger’ over 
each of them. The rest or main and front 
portion of said sheet has opposite each ledger 
space b a space c correspouding to the leaves 
in a sales-book or a bill-head book, and each 
of which may be ruled, as the blanks in such 
books usually are to enter the usual items of 
the account, dates of delivery, and separate 
charges or amounts of the several items car 
ried out in the right-hand ruled marginal por 

place and date of the bill, name of the busi 
ness-house rendering the bill, and blank for 
entry of the name or names of the party or 
parties to whom the goods have been sold. 
Each of said spaces c also bears a special num 
ber printed thereupon in copying-ink. - 

Each space portion c of each sheet B is de 
signed to be detached and removed, when de 
sired, from its respective ledger portion b to 
make it presentable as a bill, leaving the 
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ledger portions b of the sheet undisturbed in. 
the book. To facilitate the removal. I perfo 
rate the sheet A by a vertical row of perfora 
tions S to separate the several ledger-spaces 
b from the bill spaces or portions c, which lat 
ter are separable from one another by hori 
zontal rows of perforations s', whereby an ac 
count or bill when filled up can be readily 
removed from the page-sheet. 
ing the bill or bills, however, from any of the 
sheets B, I lay over it the copying-sheet C, 
which belongs to it, and take a press-copy on 
said sheet C of the account or Written matter 
thereon. This copying-sheet C, bound up in 
the same book as the main sheet or sheets B, 
will then show on the face of it for future ref 
erence, as required, a general ledger account 
copied from the portion or portions ) of the 
main sheet B, and a personal ledger or Sales 
account and itemized bill or bills pertaining 
to such portions copied from the portion or 
portions c of the sheet B, after which the origi 
nal account C, which forms a ready-made bill, 
may be detached from the sheet B for presen 
tation to customers, as required. 

I thus make the one book A form a general 
ledger, a personal ledger or sales-book, and a 
billing-book, to the great saving of time, labor, 
and multiplicity of books and with increased 
convenience as regards inspection, handling, 
and writing up of the ordinary separate books 
and bills. There is also a great saving of ex 
pense for stationery by the use of my improve 
ment, and business generally is expedited, in 
as much as there is no separate ledger to write 
up from the personal ledger or sales-book and 
no separate bills to make out; but by myim 
provement the bill will be ready to detach and 
present at any moment when the customer 
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calls for it without loss of time, while a clear 
record will be kept of it on the copying-sheet. 
Each of the separated accounts or bills C bears 
its own special number, which number is 
copied or impressed upon the copying-sheet 
When the copy is made, and when it is desired 
to refer from the detached bill to the copied 
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account it is only necessary to consult the 
number of the detached bill and then turn to 
the corresponding number of the copy in the 
account - book, the inconvenience of being 
obliged to refer to a special index, which is 
the usual method, being thus saved and 
avoided. 

I am aware that copying-leaves have here 
tofore been bound up in account-books, and 
this I do not claim as my invention. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. A combined general ledger, sales-book, 
and billing-book consisting of a series of leaves 
B, each having a column or series of ruled 
ledger blanks or spaces b on its inner end and 
a corresponding series of perforated separable 
and ruled account-blanks c on its outer end 
or portion respectively opposite the ledger 
blanks or spaces, and a series of copying 
leaves or sheets C, bound up in successive or 
der with the leaves B, substantially as speci 
fied, whereby separate general ledgers, sepa 
rate sales-books, and separate billing-books 
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or bill-heads are dispensed with and ready 
made bills are provided, as set forth. 

2. The leaves B, each having a columu Or 
series of ruled ledger blanks or spaces b on 
its inner end and a corresponding series of 
account blanks or spaces c on its outer end 
or portion respectively opposite the ledger 
blanks or spaces, and the copying-leaves C. 
alternately arranged between leaves B, said 
account-blanks c being separable from each 
other and from the ledger blanks or spaces 
by vertical and horizontal perforations, sub 
stantially as specified. 

3. The main or entry leaves or sheets B, 
each having a column or series of ruled blanks 
or spaces bon its inner end and a correspond 
ing series of account blanks or spaces C on its 
outer end or portion respectively opposite the 
the ledger blanks or spaces, with copying 
leaves C, alternately arranged between the 
leaves B, each of said account-blanks bearing 
a different number made or printed in copy 
ing-ink and each account-blank being sepa 
rable from each other and from the ledger 
blanks or spaces by vertical and horizontal 
rows of perforations sis', essentially as de 
Scribed. 

JAMES E. DEPUE, 
Witnesses: 

E. M. CLARK, 
EDGARTATE. 
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