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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that, we, KARNEST L, KEERAN
and Craupg H, LEwis, citizens of the United
States, residing at Kansas City, in the county
of Jackson and State of Missouri, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Envelop—Markers, of which the following is a
specification.

Our invention relates to improvements in
envelop-markers,

The object of our invention is to provide a
marking device having means for securing to
the hand and carrying suitable type, with
means for automatically inking the type
when the device is applied to the article to be
marked.

Our invention provides, on a marking de-
vice having means for securing to the hand
of the operator, an inking-ribbon which is au-
tomatically moved over the face of the type

following a printing or marking operation.
The invention provides, further, a ring for
embracing the finger of the operator, the

ring supporting suitable type, and means by
which the type are automatically inked
when the ring is moved so as to force the
type against the article to be marked.

Other novel features are hereinafter fully
described and elaimed. :

In the accompanying drawings, illustrative
of our invention, Figure 1 isa side elevation
viéw of the marking device shown in the
raised position. I ig. 2 is a top view. Fig.
3 is a side elevation view showing the device
in the depressed position. F ig. 4 is an under
view, a portion of the ribbon being broken
away to disclose the type. Fig. 5 is a verti-
cal section on the dotted line @ b of Fig. 1.

Similar characters of reference denote
similar parts.

1 denotes the type-support, comprising a
U-shaped body having outwardly-extending
arms 2, on which are respectively rotatively
mounted two horizontal transverse shafts 3
and 4, which serve as drums to which the

ends of an ordinary inking-ribbon 5 are re- |

spectively secured ‘and upon which the rib-
bon may be alternately wound from one upon
the other. Upon the under side of the type-
support 11is secured a horizontal plate 6, hav-
ing on its under side suitable type 7, over the
ribbon 5 is"drawn auto-

matically in a step - by -step movement.
Upon one end of the shaft or drum 4 is se~ |
cured and rotatable therewith a ratchet- j

wheel 8, which is rotated step by step by a
pawl 9, the upper end of which engages the
teeth of the ratchet-wheel and the lower end
of which is pivotally mounted upon a hori-
zontal screw 10, the screw-threaded inner
end of which is fitted in a transverse threaded
hole provided in & member 11, The member
11 is provided with a vertical hole 12, in
which is disposed the lower end of g vertical
stud or pin 13, the upper end of which is rig-
idly secured in the arm 2, carrying the drum
4. A coil-spring 14 encircles the stud 13 and
has its upper end bearing against the under
side of the adjacent arm 2 and its lower end
bearing against the upper end of the member
11. Downward movement of the member
11 on the stud 13 is limited by the screw 10,
the inner end of which enters a longitudinal
groove 15, provided in the stud 13 above the
lower end thereof. When the member 11is
upwardly moved, the pawl 9 is moved up-
wardly, thus rotating the ratchet-wheel 8
and winding on the drum % the ribbon 5,
When pressure is removed from the member
11, the spring 14 will force it and the pawl 9
downwardly to the positions shown in Figs.
Ldnd 5. On the support 1 adjacent the arm
2, carrying the drum 4, is pivoted, by means
of a horizontal screw or pin 16, one end of a
pawl 17, the other end of which is engaged
with the teeth of the ratchet-wheel 8 and pre-
vents retraction of said wheel. A spring 18
has one end secured to the support 1 and the
other bearing upon the pawl 17, 50 as to keep
the pawl against the ratchet-wheel 8. Upon
the support 1 below the drum 3 is secured
one end of a spring 19, which extends below
the face of the type 7 and is adapted to bear
upon the envelop or article to be marked by
the type. The spring 19 serves to form a
yielding support for the marking device and
prevent its tipping laterally when pressure is
applied to the member 171,
upper side of the support 1 between the arms
2 1s a device adapted to embrace the finger of
the operator and comprising, preferably, a
resilient ring 20, which is transversely split
in its upper side, so as to be capable of being
fitted to fingers of different sizes,

In operating our invention when the device
is to be used to mark envelops or similar arti-
cles the thumb of the operator is inserted in

-the ring 20 and the envelops held by the hand

carrying the marking device are pressed
against the member 11 and spring 19.  Suffi-
cient pressure being applied to the ring 20

Secured to the.

6o

65

70

75

8o’

85

90

95

100

105

IIO



10

I5

20

25

30

35

30

45

50

55

60

65

=>

and the bunch of envelops, the member 11

and the spring 19 will be forced upwardly un-

til the adjacent envelop strikes the ribbon 5
and presses against the type 7, the characters
carried by the type being imprinted in the or-
dinary manner upon. the envelop. If now
the ring 20 be withdrawn, the spring 14 will
force the member 11 and pawl 9 downwardly,
the pawl 9 being held against the ratchet-
wheel 8 by a spring 21, the lower end of which
is secured to the member 11.  As the envel-
ops are being forced toward the type the rib-
bon 5 will be advanced slightly over the type
7 by the forward rotation of the drum 4
through the intermediacy of the ratchet-
wheel 8, pawl 9, and member 11. Thus by
consecutively moving the ring 20 and sup-
port 1 toward and from the articles to be
marked, the member 11 and spring 19 being
supported by such articles, a step-by-step
movement of the ribbon 5 from the drum 3
toward the drum 4 will be imparted, thus
presenting fresh inking-surface to the type 7.
'After the ribbon has been all unwound from
the drum 3 the pawls 9 and 17 may be swung
clear of the ratchet-wheel 8, so as to permit
the reverse rotation of the drum 4, after
which the drum 3 may be rotated by a han-
dle 22, provided at one end thereof, in a direc-
tion such that the ribbon may nearly all be
wound upon the drum 3. The pawls 9 and
17 may now again be permitted to be forced
against the ratchet-wheel 8 by the springs 21
and 18, respectively, after which the instru-
ment may be again used for marking as here-
inbefore described. It will be noted that
during the movement of the ribbon over the
face of the type the ribbon is held out of
contact with the article to be marked, thus
preventing the said article from clamping the
ribbon against the type when it is desired to
feed the ribbon over the type-face.

Our invention may be modified in many
ways without departing from its spirit.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. Tn an envelop-marker, the combination
with a type-support provided with means for
being supported by the hand and carrying
suitable type, of an inking-ribbon movable
lengthwise over the type-face and supported
by the type-support, a movable device
mounted on the type-support and adapted to
strike the article to be marked and be moved
thereby in one direction when the type-sup-
port is moved so as to force the inking-ribbon
against the article to be marked, means for
retracting said movable device in the oppo-
site direction, and means by which, when
said movable device is reciprocated, step-by-
step movement lengthwise is imparted to the
inking-ribbon.

9. In an envelop-marker, the combination

with a type-support provided with means for

852,260

being supported by the hand, and carrying
suitable type, of two ribbon-supports rota-
tively mounted upon said type-support, an
inking-ribbon having its ends connected to
said ribbon-supports and adapted to be
wound from one upon the other and when so
wound movable between the type and the ar-
ticle to be marked thereby, a reciprocative
device mounted upon said type-support and
movable in one direction by striking the arti-
cle to be marked, means for retracting the re-
ciprocative device in the opposite direction,
and means by which step-by-step rotation is
imparted to one of the ribbon-supports when
said reciprocative device is reciprocated.

3. In an envelop-marker, the combination
with a type-support provided with means for
being supported by the hand, and carrying
suitable type, of two drums rotatively
mounted on said support, a ratchet-wheel ro-
tatable with one of said drums, an inking-
ribbon secured ab its ends to said drums re-
spectively and adapted to be wound upon
one from the other, and movable over the
tace of the type, a reciprocative pawl carried
by said type - support and engaging said
ratchet-wheel, means by which movement in
one direction is imparted to the pawl when
the type-support is moved so as to press the
type and inking-ribbon against the article to
be marked, the ribbon being held out of con-
tact with said article during the winding
movement, and means for retracting the
pawl in the opposite direction. '

4. In an envelop-marker, the combination
with a type-support provided with means for
being supported by the hand and carrying
suitable type, two drums rotatively mounted
on said support, a ratchet-wheel rotatable
with one of said drums, an inking-ribbon
connected at its ends respectively to said
drums and adapted to be wound upon one
from the other and movable over the face of
the type, a device reciprocatively mounted
on said support and adapted to strike and be
moved in one direction by the article to be
marked when the type-support is moved s0
as to press the type and ribbon against the
article to be marked, means for retracting
said reciprocative device in the opposite di-
rection, and a pawl engaging said ratchet-
wheel and reciprocated by said reciprocating
device.

5. In an envelop-marker, the combination
with a type-support provided with means for
being supported by the hand and carrying
suitable type, of two drums rotatively
mounted on said support, a ratchet-wheel ro-
tatable with one of said drums, an inking-
ribbon secured at its ends to said-drums re-
spectively and adapted to be wound upon
one from the other and movable over the face
of the type, a reciprocative pawl carried by
said type-support for engaging and rotating
said ratchet-wheel, means for imparting
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movement in one direction to the pawl when
the type-support is moved so as to press the
type and inking-ribbon against the article to
be marked, the ribbon being held out, of con-
tact with said article during the winding
movement, means for retracting the pawl in
the opposite direction, and means for pre-
venting retraction of the ratchet-wheel.

6. In an envelop-marker, the combination
with a type-support provided with means for
being supported by the hand and carrying
suitable type, two drums rotatively mounted
on said support, a ratchet-wheel rotatable
with one of said drums, an inking-ribbon
adapted to be wound upon one from the other
of said drums and movable over the face of
the type, two pawls mounted upon said sup-
port and engaging said ratchet-wheel one for
preventing retraction of said ratchet-wheel
the other pawl being reciprocatively mount-
ed and adapted when reciprocated to rotate
said ratchet-wheel step by ste ,and means by
which the reciprocative pawl is reciprocated
consecutively when the type - support is
moved so as to successively press the type
and inking-ribbon against the articles to be
marked, the ribbon being held out of contact
with said article during the winding move-
ment.

7. The combination with a ring for em-
bracing a finger of the operator, of means for
supporting suitable type therefrom, an ink-
Ing-ribbon supported by said ring and mov-
able over the face of the type, and means for
so moving said ribbon when the type and rib-
bon are pressed against the article to be
marked, the ribbon being held out of contact
with said article during the movement of the

Tibbon over the type.

8. The combination with a type-support
carrying suitable type, of a ring secured to
sald support and adapted to embrace the fin-
ger of the operator, an inking-ribbon mount-
ed upon said type-support and movable over
the face of the type, and means carried by
said support for Imparting step-by-step

3

movement léngthwise to said ribbon and op-
erated when the type and ribbon are pressed
against the article to be marked, the ribbon

| being held out of contact with said article

during the movement of the ribbon over the
type.

y;g. The combination with a type-support
carrying suitable type, of a device secured to
said support and adapted to embrace the fin-
ger of the operator, two drums rotatively
mounted on said support, an inking-ribbon
connected to said drums and adapted to be

-wound from one upon the other and disposed

over the face of the type, and means for im-
parting step-by-step rotation to one of said
drums when the type and ribbon are suc-
cessively pressed against the articles to be

marked, the ribbon being held out of contact-

with said articles during the movement of the
ribbon over the type.

10. The combination with a type-support
carrying suitable type, of a device secured to
said support for embracing the finger of the
operator, two drums rotatively mounted on
said support, a ratchet-wheel rotatable with
one of said drums, an inking-ribbon connect-
ed to said drums and adapted to be wound
upon one from the other and disposed over
the face of the type, a reciprocative pawl en-
gaging said ratchet-wheel a pawl-support re-
ciprocatively mounted on said type-support
and movable in one direction by striking the
article to be marked when the type and rib-
bon_are pressed against the device to be
marked, a spring for retracting the pawl-sup-
port, and a pawl carried by the type-support
and engaging and preventing retraction of
the ratchet-wheel.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two- subscribing wit-

nesses.
EARNEST I.. KEERAN.
CLAUDE H. LEWIS.
Witnesses:
WarreN D. Housg,
Hexry F. Rosk.
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