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A24F47/00

Awnrdng ta International Patent Glasslﬂcatlon (IPC) orto both nalional classification and IPG

8. FIELDS SEARCHED

A24F

Minimum dummanlaﬂon searched (classification systam followed by dasslﬂcutlon symbois)

Documentation searched other Ihan minimum documentation o the exient thal such documents are Included tn the fields searched
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cited 1o understand the principle ot theory underlying the
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)¢ document of patticular relevanca; the dnmed invention

: cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered o

Involve an inventive step when the documenl is taken alona

*Y* document of particular ralavance; the claimed invention
cannol be considared te |nvolve an inventive stap when the
documnent Is comblined with one or more other such docu-
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‘&* documem member of the same patent family

Date of tha actual completion of the Imemaﬁanal search

15 July 2008
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Authorized officer

Maier, -Mickiael
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_ international Appllcaﬂon ne. PCT/US2007 /081461

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II;2e

Claims Nos.: 2-28

The _present claim 1 relates to.an extremely large number of possible

" apparatus. Support and disclosure in the sense of Article 6 and & PCT is
to be found however for only a very small proportion of the apparatus
claimed, see the first embodiment described from page 25, line 22, to
page 32, 1ine 21, and depicted in Fig. 1. However, this description
relies to a great part on technical features not described at all in the
present application, but in pricr art mentioned in the description.

* Particularly two devices "Ruyan Atomizing Electronic Pipe" and "Ruyan
Atomizing Electronic Cigarette" are repeatedly referred to, which are

' not described in sufficient detail in the present application. The
non—compliance with-the substantive provisions is to such an extent
that the search was performed taking into consideration the
non-compliance in determining the extent of the search of claim 1 (PCT
Gu1de11nes 9, 19 and 9.23).

'The search of c1a1m 1 was restr1cted to those claimed apparatus which
appear to be supported by the passages indicated hereinabove.

The present applicatfon further contains 27 dependent claims, numbered.
as claims 2-28. Taking into ‘account the limited comprehensibility
of the independent claim, which puts an undue burden on the start of

" substantive examination, there are sco many dependent claims, and they
are drafted in such a way and are particularly not : supported by
the description in an extent that the c¢laims as a whole are not in
compliance with the provisions of clarity, conciseness and full support
by the description of Article 6 PCT, as they erect a smoke screen in
front of the skilled reader when assess1ng what should be the
subject-matter to search. The non-compliance with the substantive
provisions is to such an extent, that no meaningful search could be
xcarried out with regard to said claims 2-28 (PCT Guidelines 9.19).
As no meaningful search could be carried out for the subject-matter of
dependent claims 2-28, examination as to novelty, inventive step, and
industrial app11cab111ty is not poss1b1e for these claims.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report .has been
established need not be the subject of an -international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e)} PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO.
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary.examination on matter which has
not been searched. This 1s the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search repert or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may he carried
out during exam1nation before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT dec]arat1on be
overcome.
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Intemational application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT - PCT/US2007/081461

BoxNo.ll  Observations where certaln claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established In respect of certaln claime under Article 17{2)(a) for the following reasons:

1
1. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matier not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. III Clalms Nos.:. .. 2=28

because they relate to parts of the international appllcation that do not cdmply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful intemational search can be carried out, specifically:

- see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

a D Claims Nog.:

because they are depandant claims and are not drafted In accorgdance with the sacond and third sentences of Ruls 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of itam 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this Intemational application, as follows:

1. D As all required additional search fees were timaly paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
claims. .

2, D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invita payment of
additional fees. :

a D As only some of the required addilional search fees ware timety paid by the applicant, this Intarnational search reporicovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, spacifically claims Nos.: :

4, D No required additional search fess ware timely pald by the applicant. Consequently, this intemational sea:::h report Is
‘reswicted to the invention first mentioned in the ¢laims; It is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest DThe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
: paymant of a protest fee.

D'me additional search fees were accompaniad by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified In the invitation. .

|:| No protast accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCTASA/210 {continuation of first sheat (2)) {April 2005)
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