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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFFICE.

GEORGE V. NAUERTH, OF DAYTON, OHIO.

FILE FOR POSTAL AND OTHER CARDS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No.'25-4,83‘6, dated March 14, 18£2,
Application filed July 26, 1831, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEorgE V. NAUERTH,
a resident of the eity of Dagyton, in the county
of Montgomery and State of Ohio, have in-
vented certain new and useful Tmprovements
in Files for Postal and other Cards, of which
the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is-to provide a
file for postal and business cards, tags, or the
like, whereby and wherein such cards, &e., can
be filed and classified in the most rapid and

. convenient manner.

15

25

30

35

40

45

5o

The various features of my invention will
become apparent from the following descrip-
tion, ‘ ‘

Referring to the drawings, Figurelis a front
view, in perspective, of a card-file illustrating
wy invention and containing cards placed in
said file.. Fig. 2 is a front view, in perspec-
tive, of said file empty and with the index re-
moved, 80 as to show the preferred mode of
attaching the movable partitions between the
cards-at the top and bottom of the box or case
of the file. Fig. 3 showsa portion of the un-
der side of the top of the box or case of the
file. 'TFig. 4 shows a portion of the top side of
the bottom of the box or case of the file. Fig.
5 is a diminished view of a vertical transverse
section of the file, taken between two vertical
partitions, the front of the file being’ at the
righthandand the back andrearportions of the
top and bottom of the box or case being re-
moved. Fig. G shows the front portion of the
top of two adjacent partitions, shown nearly
full size, and illustrating how the front edge
of each partition is preferably beveled.

The box or case A of the file is constructed
of wood or other snitable material, and pref-
erably open only in front. The inside ‘depth
of the box A from front to rear is preferably
the exact length of the eards to be filed there-
in. The inside height of. the box is preferably
somewhat greater than the width of the cards
to be filed, thus allowing safficient space above

the cards when filed for the insertion of the fin-’

ger into said space and the easy withdrawal of
the cards by meansof the hold acquired there-
on by said finger. Each compartment is suf-
ficiently wide to admit of the insertion of the
finger to withdraw the cards and sufficiently
narrow to compel the eards to remain in an
upright position. . ‘

An index, B, or indices for indicating what
class or deseription of cardseach compartment
is to contain, is suitably secured to an appro-
priate portion or portions of the file. In'the
present illustration the cards are classified by
the first letter of the surname.of the party
from whom they are received or whose name
they bear.” Each index-letter is preferably

placed over the vertical center of the compart-

ment whiceh it is to designate, and in which
cards to be filed under said letter are placed,
aud is attached by any.suitable means to the
upper fixed portion of the front of the case A.

Thevarious partitions C C C,separating the
compartments and forming the side walls of
the latter, are so combined with the case A as
tobe laterally movable,and themeans whereby
they are rendered thus movable are to be va-
ried as desired. One very useful and con-
venient form is shown in the drawings, and
consists as follows: Each partition is provided
at top with two openings or eyes or hooks or
extensions, m and n. Through one of these—
viz , m—passes arod, D, located at or near the
top of said case and parallel to the length
thereof, and fixed thereto at or near the ends
W of the said case, and through each of the
eyes or hooks indicated by n passes a rod, E,
running parallel to the length of said case, and
located preferably at the rear of said case, and
near or at the top thereof, and fixed to the case
at or near the ends Wof the latter. The par-
titions are thus suspended upon said rods, and
are ‘capable of being slid or moved laterally
thereon. Provisinn is made to confine the ca-
pacity of lateral adjustment of the said parti-
tions within certain desired limits,sothatas ad-
Jjaceut partitionsforming one compartment are
moved apart they cannot be separated so far
as to unduly encroach upon adjacent compart-
wents, and whenmoved toward each other they
cannot be brought so closely together as to
extinguish the compartment which they in-
clude. Inthe presentinstance the provision for
limiting thelateral movement of said partitions
consists as follows, viz : The under side of the
top of the case A is provided with the recesses
PP, (see Fig. 3,) and the upper side of the
bottom of the said case is provided with the
recesses § s. (See Fig. 4.) Each recessin the

top of the case receives the head of the hook
or eyes of one partition, and each recess in the
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bottom of the case receivesa pin, ¢, or suitable
extension,projecting vertically downward from
the bottom of the partition. The bottom of the
pin does not touch the bottom of the recess in
which it plays, and thus all friction resulting
from the impingement of the pin against the
bottom of said recess is avoided, and the sus-
pended partitions are free to retain their ver-
tical position.

The partitions C are preferably constructed

‘of wood, and are thin, and the_side of their

frontedges (preferably the left side) is beveled,
as shown, in order that when the card is in-
serted in its proper compartment it may be
placed in the order of its date, as well as ac-
cording to class, by inserting it on the right-
hand side of its compartment. The beveled
edge of the partition between the compartment
in which the card is to be filed and the next
compartment on the right being on the left of
said partition, the card will readily slide into
the desired compartment, and thus the cards
in each compartment will be filed in the order
of their respective dates.

When, on acecount of certain cards of certain
classes being much more numerous than those
in other classes, it becomes necessary in the
construction of the fileto makeadditional space
for the accommodation of such class, the com-
partment designed to receive such class is to
be made wider than the other compartments,
and in the present instance this can be accom-
plished by placing the recesses p, which re-
spectively receive the eye or hook, fartherapart
and the recesses which receive the pin s farther
apart.

Among the various advantages derived from
my improved mode of indexing is the follow-
ing: Each partition between index-letters or
index-marks ismovableonly along the space be-
tween theletters, so that no confusion ecan arise,
and so that the proper letter or mark is always
preciselyaboveitscorrespondingcompartment.
And among the various obvious advantages
arising from the employment of my file is the fol-
lowing one: It is not necessary to employ both
hands in filing the cards, as in other systems.
By my plan, while a batch of cards are held in
the left hand, they are rapidly and accurately
thrown into their proper places with the right

“.hand. There are no index-leaves to raise and

hold in place,and cards cannot be disarranged
or displaced, as occurs where cards are filed
under other-systems. '

What I claim as new and of my invention,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a file for cards, the combination of a
case or frame-work, and laterally-movable par-
titions suspended within said box, and a pro-
vision, substantially as described, whereby
said partitions are prevented from coming into
contact, substantially as and for the purposes
specified.

2. In a file for cards, the case or frame-work
A and the suspended laterally-movable verti-
cal partitions, said case being provided with
recesses in the top and bottom of the box, re-
ceiving the ends or extensions of the vertical
partitions and controlling the extent of the lat-
eral adjnstment of said partitions, substantially

‘as and for the purposes specified.

3. The combination of the case A, provided
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with the rods D E, and the separate laterally- *

movable partitions, suspended on said rods by
means of hooks or eyes, substantially as and
for the purposes specified.

4. The combination of the case A, provided
with the rods D E, and the recesses p, and the
separate laterally-movable partitions, suspend-
ed on said rods by means of hooks or eyes en-
tering the said recesses, substantially as and
for the purposes specified.

5. The combination of the case A, provided
with rods D E, and the recesses p s, and the
vertical partitions provided with beveled edges
and suspended from and sliding laterally on
said rods, substantially as and for the purposes
specified. :

6. In a postal-card file, the vertical laterally-
movable partitions C, suspended fro:n the un-
der side of the top of the case, and not resting
on the bottom of said case, tiie upper and lower
edges of said partitions being provided with
means, substantially as described, for control-
ling the amount of the lateral movement of said
partitions and for permitting an equal degree
of movement at top and bottom, substantially
as and for the purposes specified. '

GEO. V. NAUERTH.

Attest: .

W. BELVILLE,
EmmA E. NAUERI'H.
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