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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PAUL GRUBER, of the
city of St. Louis and State of Missouri, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in a Combined Record-Book and Index,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description, reference being had to the ac-

" companying drawings, forming a part hereof.
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“of numbers by the last three figures in the
combination, and in placing them in provis-.
“ional spaces provided.
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My invention relates to improvementsin a
“combined record book and index,” and con-
sists in the peculiararrangementof numerical
figures upon the pages of a book and which
in ecombination with an alphabetical index,
complete the device more fully hereinafter
described and set forth in the claims.

The improvement is designed for the pur-
pose of recording the movement of railroad
cars, claims, vouchers, tracers, reports, inves-
tigation papers and other documents which
by reason of their purpose and text necessi-
tate more or less constant movement at ir-
regular periods between different points and
whose record is kept and identity preserved
by the means of numerals and which always
arrive at their temporary destination in- un-
It is necessary in the daily
routine of business fo refer to any of the
above named documents, to determine their
whereabouts either upon that date Or & pre-
Yious one.

The improvement implies brevity, simplic-

'ity, and improved efficiency of record, the

fundamental principle lying in the recording

The construction and operation of the im-

proved record book will be more fully de-

seribed in the following specification, but be-
fore proceeding therewith, I will explain the
basis upon which I have attainéd the desired
ends. Ifirst begin by placingthe digits from
naught tonine and placing a naughtin front
of each and they would read as follows: —00—
01— 02 — 03—04 — 05— 06— 07—08—09 and
then continuing the order up to 99, as 10,—
Thus it will be seen that we have
one hundred numbers which if placed into
spaces provided for that purpose give a simi-
lar number of headings under which numbers
can be added. The one hundred spaces can

be_increased ten fold by the placing of a

‘inclusive of 099.

naught in front of each of the above named
constructions,and which would read asfollows:

—000—001—002—003—004—005—006—007— 535

008—009—010—011—012 and so on up toand
This arrangement can be
redivided by using the dlglts in the place

‘of the first na,ufrht as  —000—100—200—

300, &e. -The dl"’lt arrangement in units and
tens is also 1ne1uded in thls and reads, —101—
102—218—753— and so on the arrangement
being in numerical order from 0 to 999.
The subdivision of divisional spaces could be
continued to as high a number as desirable,
but in my description I will only make men-
tion of one thousand spaces readmw from
three naughts to 999.

In the dmwmws Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a book constructed after the method
of my invention and shown as opén at the
alphabetical index, and also shows its divis-
ional spacing. Fig. 2 is a plan view of my
improved record book showing a part of the

same broken away,and the book open at one

of the numerical pages, and showing the ar-
rangement and disposition of the space pre-
sented apon the same. Fig. 3 is an end ele-
vation of the openend of the book complete.

Referring to the drawings: 1 indicates a
book the manufacture and construetion of
which are of the usual design, but in the di-
visional spacing of its pages, the ruling ne-

‘cessitated thereby and the arrangement of

numerical figures thereon, and a Roman al-
phabetical index therein, lies the method of

‘my invention.

-2 indicates one of the pages of the book
showingthearrangementof theindex thereon.

Whlle I do not w1%h to confine myself to
thearrangement of the pages as herein shown,
still for the sake of arriving at a better un-
derstanding as to the operation of the book,
I believe it necessary to show the pages in
operative form.

The alphabetical index pages 2 are prefer-
ably located in the front of the book and as
shown in the drawings, each page has a pro-
jecting tab 4 upon which the letters are im-
pressed. In the illustrations I have shown
the index page 2 divided into two spaces 5
and 6 whiceh are similarly ruled into columns.
In the manufacture of the improved record

book it would depend upon the size of the
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book as to the numberof index columns such
as 5 and 6, which would appear upon a single
page. The index space is divided as fol-
lows:—The first column 7 is for the date, the
next column 8 for the number which the re-
ceiving party desires to place upon the docu-
mentto berecorded,and the nextcolumn 9 for
the number already appearing upon the docu-
ment and by means of whieh its identity is
preserved.

Before proceeding farther I had best state
that the ruling as herein shown, is that
adapted for the recording of claims for dam-
ages, lost freight, &e., a large number of which
are received each day by a railroad. The
fourth column 10 isdevoted to the claimant’s
name by means of which the claims are al-
phabetically indexed, the first letter in the
last name being used as the basis. The next
column 11 records the amount of the claim,
while the last column 12 shown is used to
trace the movement of the claim when sent
to some temporary destination. These col-

-umnsare headed respectively,“Date,” “No,”
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“Freight claim, agent’s No.,” “Claimant’s,”
“Amouant,” “Movement.”

Having described the ruling of the index
pages, I will now proceed to detail the spac-
ing of the record pages.

In Fig. 2 the book is shown with the first
record page 13 exposed for examination.
Near its opper right hand corner it has a pro-
jecting indicating tab 14 upon which three
naughts appear upon both of its sides. In
the illustrations the record page 13 is shown
as having three complete and distinct record
columns 15,16 and 17, each of which is di-
vided into the following columns, in the ar-
rangement of which I have tried to embody
simplicity as well as completeness. Asiswell
known in the recording of eclaims, railroad
companies generally arrange the same in se-
ries, that is, the claims as received are num-
bered in numerieal order until the numbers
reach a certain limit, say one hundred thou-
sand. The first hundred thousand is called
series “A” and the next lot would be called
geries “B,” and soon. Therefore, I have de-
voted the first column 18 to the registration
of theseries, the next column 19 to the num-
ber, the third column 20 to the railroad from
which the claim is received, and the last
column 21 to the disposition of the docu-
ments. These columns are headed respect-
ively “Series,” “No.,” *Railroad,” “ Disposi-
tion.” TUpon the first line 22 under the head-
ing “No.,” in column 19 and at the right hand
sideof said eolumn,are placed three naughts—
000. In the next columm and in the same
relative position under the same heading, are
placed the numerals 100. The next column
is headed —200—,and so on through —900—.
After 900 and in the next column is placed
—001—, then —101—, and so on through the
digits.

The book as herein shown is divided into
ten divisional sections, each section having a

508,699

tab projecting from its first page and each
section including one hundred numbers rang-
ing from and including the numbers —000—
909. The next section isinclusive of —010—
919—, the next section —020—929—, then
throughout the book as follows: —030—939—
—040 — 949 — — 050 — 959 — — 060 —969—
—070—979——080—989— —090—999—, each
section being as before stated, indicated by
tabs such as 14 which read downwardly as
follows: — 000 — 010—020—030—040—050—
060—070—080—090—. ‘

In Figs.1 and 2 under the proper head-
ings, I have filled out the blank spaces and
will explain the application and use of the
index and record.

In railway offices there is a department,
generally known as the claim department,
and has persons in charge, whose specific
duty is the care and disposition of the claims
as they are received and sent out each day.
‘We will premise that the clerk finds a claim
from a certain John Allen, the amount of
damages of which is thirty-five dollars. If
it has been received upon September 16 it
is so entered. As each road has its individ-
ual numbers, for agents, &c., the individnal
identity is preserved by means of numerical
combinations, the agent forwarding such
claims indorsing certain numbers upon the
papers. Supposing the number upon said
John Allen’s claim to be 7,000, it is so entered
in the column 9 upon the index page. Kach
company also desires to place its individual
numbers upon such documentsand this num-
ber is entered in column 8. The amount of
the claim thirty-five dollars is entered in col-
umn 11 and the movement of the document
if forwarded is entered in column 12. This
stated entry would then read as follows:
“September 16th, No. 27, (the number given
by the reeeiving company) 7,000, (the identi-
fication number) John Allen,$35.00, A. T. D.,
9/17”) the last indicating the initials of a cer-
tain party to whom the document has been
sent, and the date of forwarding). The num-
ber of the claim “7,000,” is then taken as
as a basis for further entry. As the number
ends with three naughts, we refer to the first
tab 14 upon which three naughts appear.
As three naughts is the first entry made in
the book, consequently we have but little
trouble in finding the same. As the three
naughts already appear upon the page, and
as this is the first made upon the same, it is
only necessary to prefix the numeral “7.” If
the claims are numbered in serial order, a se-
rial letter would be placed in the column 18
upon the page 13,and in column 20 under the
heading “Railroad” I will enter the name of
the road from which the claim was received,
such as “M. K. & 1.” and in column 21 un-
der the heading “Disposition® I would enter
certain initials or names by means of which
the temporary resting place of the document
would be known, such as “W. C. 8. 9/20”,
This entry would then read as follows:—“E,
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7,000, M. K. & T., W. C. 8., 9/20,” which would
indicate that the claim was No. 7,000, series
“K,” was received from the M. K. & T. Ry.
andsentto W.C.S.,September 20. Ifthenum-
ber of the claim were 82,621, I refer to the tab
upon which appear the numerals —020—, and
other numbers are referred to by the last fig-
ures in the combination; for example, if the
number were simply “8” I would turn to the
page upon which appeared —008—,and draw
a red line through the two naughts, as —658—.
1f the claim were No. 70, I-would turn to the
page upon which appeared the numerals
—070—,and draw a red line through the first
naught, as —870—.-

At the right hand of Fig. 2 in column 171
have shown the combination of numerals 200
continued down the page upon every line.
Thisarrangement of the figures, whether with
one combination of numerals at the top or
the same continued on every line, is left to
the diserimination of the manufacturer and
user.

It will be seen from the above described
arrangement of numerical combinations, that
the original one hundred divisional spaces
follow each other in numerical order every
ten spaces, the infervening spaces being util-
ized for the prefixed units, —0—1—2—3—4—
5—6—7—8—9 and soon. I canalsoincrease
the number of indicating tabs 14 which mark
the divisional spaces, to twenty or more and
they would read respectively —000—005—
010—015—020—025—030— 035 — 040 — 045—
050—055 — 060 — 065 —070—075—080—085—
090—095—. This above described arrange-
ment would enable the person using the book
to find a desired number or enfry much
quicker than with the tabs —010—020, &ec.

The advantages of this improved method
of recording documents, are apparent and in
its effectiveness, efficiency, and particvlarly
its adaptation for ready reference, lie its prin-
cipalfeatures. Itgreatly reduces the clerical
labor, does away with ordinary indexing,and
involves much less time for reference to any
particular entry, especially where the vol-
umes are numerous and are necessarily daily
referred to.

The improved record does not become com-
plexand crowded by numerous and continued
entries and does rot lose its efficiency for
ready and absolute certainty of reference at
anytime. To give a fair idea of its time-sav-
ing properties, I will give the following ex-
ample: An average claim entry book of the
presentstyleis probably adapted forthe entry
of say twenty-five thousand different docu-
ments. A clerk is given a number, 16,789,
and is instructed to find what disposition has
been made of the documents. He refers to
thealphabetical index, ascertains the number
of the document and then starts-in to look

o

through the twenty-five thousand entries for
the number he.desires. This may be found
upon the first pagein the book, but the proba-
bilities.are that he will find it upon the last
page of the book. By actual tests I have
found that on an average, a desired number
may be found within several hundred num-
bers, this depending of course upon the num-
bers. of entries under a given combination
of numerical figures. To further illustrate
this principle, suppose the clerk was called
upon tosearch the record of a railroad freight
car at a certain time in the past, that was en-
tered orrecorded in abook containing twenty-
five thousand entries of a similar character.
Under my system the clerk would first ascer-
tain the number of the document from the
alphabetical index, then refer to the basis
numbers and in a book of twenty-five thou-
sand spaces, this particular combination of
terminal figures would only have fifty divis-
ional spaces for entries. Thus instead of the
clerk having to search through the entire
book for the desired information, he would
only have to refer to the fifty entries, in case
the record was a complete one.

As before stated, 1 do not wish to neces-
sarily confine myself to the number of record
columns upon a single page orthe manner of
ruling the same into record columns, the ne-
cessities of different lines of business deter-
mining the headings and definitions of the
columns.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. An improved record book havmo” a nu-
merieal index consisting of certain nu merlcal
figures arranged in numemcal order, index
tabs with the 1dSt three numerals of acrrea.ter
number imprinted thereon, and an alphabeti-
cal index consisting of Roman signs alpha-
betically arranged, substantially asset forth.

2. Animproved record book having numer-
als arranged upon its pages in predetermined
order, said numerals consisting in the combi-
nations of numerals from —00 to —99 and
having prefixed thereto in- numerical order
the digits from naughttonine, inclusive; sub-
stantlally as sef forth

3. An improved record book divided mto
sections, the pages of each section having
thereon a successive series of numerals hav-
ing the same terminal numbers, and a pro-
jeeting tab for each section carrying the
terminal numbers of its respective sections;
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
pxesence of two witnesses.

PAUL GRUBER

. Witnesses:
HERBERT S. ROBINSON,
ART. D. GREENE.
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