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(57) Abstract: A communication system. The system includes an MPLS network (12) and a modified ATM network (14) connected
to the MPLS network (12) on which MPLS packets can travel. A switch (16) for switching MPLS packets and ATM cells in a
network. The switch includes input ports (23) for receiving MPLS packets and ATM cells from the network. Each MPLS packet
has a first label for directing the packet to a desired switch and a second label for directing the packet to a desired output port (24)
in the switch. The system includes output ports for sending MPLS packets and ATM cells to the network. The system includes a
mechanism for reviewing the second label while maintaining the first label with the packet. The reviewing mechanism is connected

to the input ports and the output ports.
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