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To all whom it may concern: '

Be it known that I, HiIRAM W. RU ToON, a
citizen of the United States, residing atf
Goshen, in the county of Elkhart and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Folding Beds; and I

exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
folding beds; and it has for its general ob-
ject to provide a folding bed section with a
leg adapted to automatically assume its op-
erative position when the section is lowered
and also adapted to drop out of sight when
the section is raised so as not to render the
folded bed unsightly. ‘

With the foregoing end in view, the inven-
tion will be fully understood from the fol-
lowing deseription and claims when taken in
connection with the annexed drawings, in
which—~

Figure 1,is a vertical, longitudinal section
of a folding bed embodying my improve-
ments, with the bed section in its operative
position. Fig. 2, is a detail sectional view
illustrating the manner in which the leg as-
sumes its operative position when the bed
section is lowered. Fig. 3, is asimilar view
illustrating the position of the leg when the
bed section is in its upright position, and
Fig. 4, is a detail section illustrating a modi-
fied construction of leg. '

Referring by letter to said drawings, A,in-
dicates the upright, stationary frame of the
bed which may be of the ordinary or any ap-
proved construction, and B, indicates the bed
section which may be hinged to, pivoted in,
or otherwise connected to the frame in such
a manner that it may be folded in and ex-
tended from the same. '

H, indicates the automatic, adjustable legs
of the bed, of which thereare preferably two,
employed upon each bed section B. These
legs H, are designed to rest and move inthe
openings I, formed in the foot board b, and
they have their upper portions bent asillus-
trated, so asto afford the shoulders K, which
are designed to rest in the openings I, when
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the end portions L, designed to rest against
the inner side of the foot board, as shown.

M, indicates swinging weights which are
pivotally connected at their upper ends to
the side rails m, of the section B, and have
their free ends connected with the portions
L, of the legs by links N, as shown. These
swinging weights M, are designed and
adapted to assume a perpendicular position,
whatever the position of the bed section B,
and consequently it will be seen that when
the bed section is raised, they will draw the
legs H, in through the openings I, so that
when the bed seetion rests within the frame,
the legs will be out of sight, while when the
bed section is lowered they will gradually
push the legs through the openingsl, and will
cause the said legs toassume their operative
position as shown in Fig. 3. By the manner
just described of connecting the legs to the
bed section B, it will be seen that when the
bed section is raised into its position within
the frame A, thelegs, together with the open-
ings I, will be entirely out of sight and the
folded bed will present the appearance of an
ordinary wardrobe, or the like.

In the practice of the invention, I prefer to
arrange the openings I, adjacent to the ends
of the foot board b, so that the play space of
the weights M, links and legs may be incased
in order to prevent the bed clothes from in-
terfering therewith. '

In Fig. 4, of the drawings, I have shown a
modified construction of leg and weight for
moving the same. Inthis modified construe-
tion, I employ a leg H, similar to those befora
described, and in conjunction with thisleg, I
employ a weighted wheel M’, which is con-
nected to the leg by a link as N, and is de-
signed to travel upon an inclined plane as P,
so as to draw theleg in or push it outaccord-
ing to the direction in which the bed sec-
tion is moved. This modified construction
may be and preferably is incased in the man-

ner before deseribed, so as to prevent the bed

clothes from interfering with the movements
of the parts.

Tt will be noted from the foregoing deserip-
tion and the drawings, that my improvements
are very simple and cheap; that they are
very light and darable and do not materially
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increase the weight of the bed, and that they
serve effectually to support the bed when it
is in its operative horizontal position.

While I have specifically described the
construetion and relative arrangement of the
several parts embraced in my improvements,
I do not desire to be understood as confining
myself to such specific construction and ar-
rangement as I reserve the right to make in
practice such changes or modifications as fall
within the scope of the invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. In a folding bed, the combination with a
folding bed section having the opening I, in
its footboard; of the movable leg H, arranged
in and guided by the said opening and hav-
ing its upper portion bent so as to formthe
shoulder K, and the end portion I, and
means for pushing the movable leg through
the opening I, and into an operative position
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when the bed section islowered, and drawing
said leg in,out of sight, when the bed section
israised, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

2. In a folding bed, the combination with a
folding bed section having the opening I, in
its foot board; of the movable leg H arranged
in and guided by the said opening I, and hav-
ing its upper portion bent %o as to afford a
shoulder K, adapted to engage the top wall
of the opening I, and an end portion L, the
swinging weight M pivotally connected to the
bed section, and a link econnecting the weight
and the portion L, of the leg, substantially
as specified.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

HIRAM W. RU TON.

Witnesses:

CHARLOTTE CARMIEN,
LEwELL M. AYERSs.

25

30

35




