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PCT/JP2008/002317
C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
X JP 2006-171364 A (Mitgui Chemicalgs, Inc.), 1-2,7,9-12
29 June, 2006 (29.06.06),
Par. Nog. [0006], [0027] to [0031], [0041],

Inc.), 2
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L ‘:I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. ‘:I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. ‘:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The matter common to the inventions of claims 1-23 is “a binder resin for
color toners which comprises a carboxyl-containing vinyl resin (C), a
glycidyl-containing vinyl resin (E), and a reaction product of both as the
essential components and contains both tetrahydrofuran (THF) -soluble matter
and THF-insoluble matter, which THF-soluble matter exhibits the main peak
within a molecular weight region of 10,000 to less than 15,000 in the
chromatogram of gel permeation chromatography (GPC) and the content of which
THF-insoluble matter ig legss than 1% by mass, and which has a softening point
of 130°C or below” {(hereinafter referred to as “binder regin A”") .

(continued to extra sheet)

L. ‘:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. ‘:I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-2, 7, 9-12

Remark on Protest I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the pavment of additional search fees

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2007)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (3)

Asaresult of search, however, binderresinaAisdisclosed indocuments
JP2004-144860 A (Canon Inc.) 2004.05.20, paragraphs [0197], [0205],
[0241] Comparative Example 3; JP2005-134891 A (Canon Inc.) 2005.05.26,
paragraphg [0085]-[0087], [0090]-[0093], [0098] styrene /acrylicreginsg
C-1 and C-2; and JP2006-171364 A (Mitsui Chemicals, Inc.) 2006.06.29,
paragraphs [0045], [0050], [0085] Example 15 and is therefore not novel.
Although these documents do not contain any description on the softening
point of binder resin, limiting the softening point to 130°C or below
in order to improve fixing properties is an ordinary means made by a
person skilled in the art. Thus, the constitutional requirement that
the softening point should be 130°C or below is considered to be
substantially described matter.

As a result, binder regin A remains within the bounds of prior art
and 1s therefore not a special technical feature within the meaning
of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence.

Thus, there is no matter common to all of the inventions of claims
1-23.

There is no other common matter considered to be special technical
features within the meaning of PCT Rule 13 .2, gecond sentence, gso that
no technical relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13 can be found
among the different inventions.

Consequently, it is apparent that the inventions of c¢laims 1-23 do
not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention.

Claim 1 and claim 2 considered as a group of inventions, search ig
continued.

Search about claims 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 is continued, because the search
can be made by a little additional work.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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