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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ELIZABETH M. McDOWELL, OF OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON. -

PLAYING-CARDS.

1,277,969,

To all whom ¢ may concern:

‘Be it known that I, Eurzasera M. Mc-
DowzLn, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Olympia, in the county of Thurs-
ton, State of Washington, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Play-

- ing-Cards, of which the following is a de-
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seription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing and to the figures of ref-
erence marked thereon. ’

The invention relates to new and useful

improvements in playing cards, and more-

particularly to playing cards having sym-
bols emblematic of nations and the fighting
powers of the nations. .

An object of the invention is to provide
playing cards of the above character which
are so constructed as to form a number of
series of groups of cards in which each card
in each series may be provided with a char-
acter indicating a nation and wherein each
series of cards will include a card provided
with a character indicating the flag of: the
nation and with other cards provided with
symbols emblematic of the fighting powers
of such nation, the cards of each series, also,
having a character indicating the relative
value thereof and certain of the cards hav-
ing characters indicating the count value
given to such cards.

In the drawings which show by way of
illustration one embodiment of the inven-
tion—

TFigures 1 to 4, inclusive, show, respec-
tively, a series or group of cards including
a card having a flag or other symbol em-
blematic of a nation, each group in the re-
spective figures representing a different na-
tion;

Fi’g; 5 is a plan view showing the cards
of a series or group having the American
flag and symbols representing the fighting
powers of the American nation.

The invention consists broadly in playing
cards comprising a number of series or
groups of cards, each group containing as
a high card of the group a card having a
symbol representing a nation; as, for ex-
ample, the flag of the nation, and the other
cards of each group having a symbol repre-
senting certain of the fighting powers of
the nation; as, for example, the army, the
aeroplane, the submarine, the battleship and
the liberty bond—the liberty bond being, of
course. a fighting power as it makes possible
the other fighting powers mentioned. The
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cards of each series also having a character
indicating the relative value of the card in
the series and certain. of the cards having
characters indicating the count values given
the cards in.the final count. ,

Referring more in detail to.the
T have shown in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, four
different groups or series of cards—Iig. 1

representing the American nation or group.
‘in which the high card bears the American

flag; Fig. 2 showing a group in which the

British flag is.the high card; Fig. 8 showing.
a group in which the French flag is the high -

card and Tig. 4 showing a group in which
the Ttalian flag is the high card. These four
groups represent different nations and each
card has at the left-hand. corner a letter in-
dicating respectively, the American group
or series; the British group or series; the

French group or series and the Italian group -

or series. In the opposite right-liand corner

_there is a- count, value for certain of these

cards and also on each card is a series num-
ber indicating the relative value of that par-
ticular card.:

In Fig. 5 of the drawings, I have shown
in-detail the cards in each series or group,
selecting the American group for the pur-
pose of illustration. The sixth card in the
group is the high card and this is the card
bearing theé American flag. The fifth card
of the series has a character or symbol
thereon indicating a liberty bond; the
fourth card of the series has a character or
symbol thereon indicating the army and also
a count value which is here indicated as

_somewhat less than the count value of the

card carrying the flag; the third card of the
series has a character or symbol thereon in-
dicating an aeroplane and a count value
similar to that of the fourth card of the

series; the second card of the series has a

character or symbol thereon indicating a
submarine and a count value of somewhat

‘less than either the third or fourth cards

in the series; the first card of the series has
a character or symbol thereon indicating
a battle ship and also a count value similar
to that of the submarine.

Tt will be understood, of course, that these
characters or symbols, indicating the several
fichting powers of the nation, may be
changed and -others substituted. therefor
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention as set forth in the appended claims;
and, likewise, that the count value of the
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cards may be changed and the relative value
of the cards may be changed without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention set forth
i the claims.

The essential features of eaclh group or
series of cards consists in the high card hav-
ing the symbol indicating the nation and
other cards having the bYlllbOl indicating
the fighting powers of such nation.

I will not attempt to describe in detail
the various games which may be played
with my improved playing cards. It will be
apparont of course, that games such as flag
games; liberty bond games; 01gan1/at10n
and mobilization games and sham battle

games may be leadﬂy devised and played
with these cards. I prefer to have an even
number of playing cards, and it will be
readily understood that the cards may be
divided into two general groups for playing
a game between groups of nations.

Having thus described my invention,
what T claim as new and desire to secure by
Letterb Patent, is:

. A pack of cards comprising a number
of series or groups of cavds, each card in
each series having a given character in—
dicating a nation, each seucs representing
different nation, each series of car ds mclud~

1,277,969

ing a card provided with the flag of the na-
tion represented, and a nuinber of cards
having symbols emblematic of the fighting
powers of such nations, the cards of each
series having a character indicating the rel-
ative value of the card in the series Cand cer-
tain of the cards having characters indicat-
ing the count value given the cards in the
final count.

2. A pack of cards comprising a number
of series or groups of cards, each card in
each series hayving a common character in-
dicating a nation, seach series 1eplesentmo a
different nation, each series of cards includ-
g o card provided with the flag of the
nahon represented by the series, a cwrd pro-
vided with a symbol indicating the liberty
bond, a card provided with a %\*mbol indicat-
ing the army, a card provided With a symbol
indicating the aeroplane, a card provided
with a symbol indicating the submarine, a
card provided with a %Vmbol indicating a
hattleship, the cards of each series hawno a
character indicating the relative value of the
series, and certain o’r the cards having char-
acters indicating the count value given the

cards in the final count.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

RLIZABETH M. McDOWELL.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,

Washington,

Db.¢C.”
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