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This invention relates to a counter top construction
and particularly to counter top constructions for domestic
kitchens and the like. v

In the present-day design of cabinets and other ap-
pliances utilized in kitchens, it is customary to provide a
counter top on the appliance which may be used as a
work surface. When such a cabinet is pushed against
the wall of a room, it is desirable to provide a sealed
joint between the surface of the counter top and the wali
in order to prevent dirt, liquids and other foreign materizl
from flowing behind the cabinet between the wall and
the cabinet.

In an effort to provide this seal it has been suggested
that a back splash unit be mounted on the counter top.
‘When the cabinet having this back splash unit thereon is
pushed against the wall to bring the back splash unit into
contact with the wall, it often happens that the front end

2

Fig. 8 is a front elevational view of the right-hand por-

. tion of the cabinet construction shown in Fig. 1.

10

15

20

30

of the counter top is out of alignment with the front . -

end of adjacent counter tops on adjacent cabinets. Alter-
natively, complex sealing constructions may be used be-
tween the rear edge of the counter top and the wall.-

It is an object of this invention to provide a counter
top construction wherein the back splash is provided by
a back-aligning member which accommodates to the
variations and deviations in the wall, thereby permitting
the front edges of the adjacent cabinets to be maintained
in alignment.
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It is a further object of this invention to provide a " -

novel construction for sealing adjacent side edges of coun-
ter tops.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
novel construction for sealing the free end edges of
counter tops.

It is a further object of this invention to prov1de a
novel construction for sealing adjacent rear edges of
counter tops at a corner of a room.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
counter top construction which is pleasing in appearance.

It is a further object of this invention to provide such
‘a counter top construction which may be easily manufac-
“tured.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary plan section of a corner of a :

room having a counter top consiruction embodying the
invention.

Fig. 2 is a plan view on a slightly enlarged scale of a
modified form of the invention.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view on a greatly
enlarged scale taken along the line 3—3 in Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view on a greatly
enlarged scale taken along the line 4—4 in Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view on a greatly
enlarged scale taken along the line 5—S5 in Fig. 1.

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary elevational view on a part of
the sealing unit shown in Fig. 5. _

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view on a greatly
.enlarged scale taken along the line 7—7 in Fig. 1.
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‘base 36. However,

forward end of the second portion.

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of an end cap used in the
invention,

Fig. 10 is a frazmentary sectional view taken along
the line 16—10 in Fig. 3

Fig. ilis a fraomentary sectional view on an enlarged
sca’e taken along the line 11—11 in Fig. 8.

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of a corner piece used in
the counter top construction.

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along
the line 13—13 in Fig. 12,

Fig. 14 is a fragmentary sectional view on an enlarged
scale taken along the line 14—14 in Fig. 2.

Fig. 15 is a fragmentary perspective view of a portion
of the right end of the counter construction shown in
Fig. 1.

Fig. 16 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to Fig. 4
showing the relative relationship of the parts during as-
sembly.

Fig. 17 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to Fig. 5
showing the relative relationship of the parts during as-
sembly.

.Fig. 18 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to Fig. 7
showing the relative relationship of the parts during as-~
sembly.

Referring to Fig. 1, a room 20 comprises a side wall 21

and an end wall 22 which form the corner.of a room.
Cabinets 23, 24, 25 are positionied in the corner. The
cabinets support and have rigidly fixed thereto counter
tops 26, 27, 28, respectively. A back-aligning member 29
along the side wall 21 and a back-aligning member 30
along the end wall 22 provide a seal between the rear
edges of the counter tops and the walls to prevent liquid
and other foreign material from passing between the
cabinets and the walls.
~ Back-aligning members 29, 36 are of identical con-
struction and, for purposes of clarity, only the construce
tion of aligning member 29 will be discussed. -
" Referring to Fig. 3, back-aligning member 2% is gen-
erally 8-shaped and comprises a first part 31 and a sec-
ond part 32. Part 31 is made from a thin sheet of ma-
terial and comprises a U-shaped portion 33 having a
short longitudinally extending upper leg 34, a long longi-
tudinal'y extending lower leg 35 and a vertical base 36
connecting the legs 34, 35. A short first section 37 ex-
tends upwardly and forwardly from the front end of leg
34. A second section 38 extends downwardly and for-
wardly from the end of first section 37. A third section
39 extends upwardly and rearwardly in contact with the
second section 38 and a fourth section 48 extends up-
wardly from the rear end of section 39 and is curved
rearwardly.

As shown by ths dotted lines in Fig. 3, the free end
of the fourth section 48§ normally lies in the vertical
plane spaced rearwardly from the plane of the vertical
the section 49 has sufficient flexibility
so that it is flexed when the member 29 is mounted on a
wall as by a screw 41 passing through an opening 42 in
vertical base 36. The nose 43 formed by the bend con-
necting sections 38 and 39 is spaced above the vlane of
the short leg 34.
~ Second part 32 of back-aligning member 29 is made
of thin sheet material having a lesser thickness than part
31 and comprises a first portion 44 extending downwardly
and forwardly. This portion 44 underlies and is in
contact with section 38 of part 31, Part 32 also includes
a second portion 45 extending downwardly and forwardly
from the forward end of the first portion 44, a third por-
tion 46 extending rearwardly and upwardly from the
The third portion
46 has the first part thereof in contact with the second
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portion 45 and the remainder thereof in contact with the
third and fourth sections 39, 46 of part 31.

_The upper end 47 of the second part 32 is bent over
the free end of section 40 of part 31. Part 32 is made
of flexible material. Before the rear edge of counter top
28 is inserted in U-shaped portion 33, the portions 45, 46
of part 32 are in their untensioned state and extend down-
wardly so that the distance between the lowermost part
thereof and the lower leg 35 is less than the distance
between the upper leg 34 and the lower leg 35. When the
rear edge of counter top 28 is inserted into the U-shaped
portion 33, portions 45, 46 of part 32 are flexed upwardly
to the solid line position thereby providing a seal between
these portions and the upper surface of the counter top.

In assembly the base cabinets 26, 27, 28 are placed in
position in the corner of the room and fastened together.
The back trim members 29, 30 are then secured to the
walls 21, 22, respectively, at the proper height. The back-
aligning members 29, 30 will flex to accommodate to
variations in the surfaces of their respective walls. The
counter tops are then placed on top of the cabinets and
pushed into the U-shaped portions of their respective
back-aligning members. Durng this operation the por-
tions 45, 46 of back-aligning member 29 are flexed up-
wardly, thereby providing a seal with the upper surfaces
of the counter tops 27, 28. The front edges of the counter
tops are aligned with the faces of the cabinets without
regard to the flatness of the walls. Ia order to align
the front edges, it may be necessary to push one counter
top into the U-shaped portion of the back-aligning mem-
ber further than another counmter top. After being
aligned the counter tops are fastened to the top of the
cabinets. Thus, not only is a seal provided between the
rear edges of the counter tops and the wall, but at the
same time the forward edges of the counter tops may be
maintained in the proper alignment.

A strip 59 is provided along the front edges of the
counter tops as shown in Figs. 4 and 16 and is generally
U-shaped and has a short upper leg 51 and a long lower
leg 52 connectzd by an arc 53 extending upwardly and
rearwardly. - A finishing strip 54 of thin generally flexible
material is provided over the strip 50, one end 55 of this
strip being turned over the free end of the leg 52. A
portion of the finishing strlp 54 intermediate the end 56
and the center portion thereof is folded against itself to
form a flexible lip 57. )

As shown in Fig. 16 lip 57, in the untensioned state,
that is, before the strip 58 is placed over the forward edge
of the counter top, normally extends downwardly at a
slight angle so that when the strip 50 is placed over the
forward edge of a counter top, the lip 57 is flexed up-
wardly and forms a seal with the upper surface of the
counter top. As shown in Figs. 3 and 4 the counter 28
may include a layer 58 of more durable material which,
as shown in Fig. 4, terminates rearwardly of the front
Jdnclined edge 59 of the counter to provide a space into
which the free edge of upper leg 51 projects.

A sealing strip 68 is provided between adjacent
counter tops as shown in Figs. §, 6 and 17 and comprises
a central generally vertical portion 61, a lower generally
horizontal arm 62 and an upper generally horizontal
arm including a first section 63 and extending in the same
direction as arm 62, and a second section 64 folded over
section 63 and extendng in a direction opposite . from
the arm 62. Arm 62, section 63 and portion 61 form
a U-shaped member for receiving the side edge of a
counter top.

As shown in Fig. 17, sections 63, 64 normally, that is,
before strip 60 is mounted on the counter top, extend
downwardly and outwardly from portion 61 while arm
62 extends upwardly and outwardly from portion $1.
Portion 61 has an Opening 66 therein and the side edge
of the counter top 28 has a corresponding opening 66a.
Sealing strip 60 is mounted on the counter top 28 by
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29 and the strip 70 to seal the end of the counter.

into .opening 66a. The distance between the center of
opening 66a and the upper surface of counter top 28 is
greater than the d.stance between hole 66 in flange 60
and the lip 64, so that when the screw is threaded into
opening 66a the portion 61 is pulled downwardly and
section 64 is flexed upwardly to form a seal with
the upper surface of the counter top. Counter top 27
is then inserted into the U-shaped member formed by
arm 62, section 63 and portion 61. Since arm 62 and
section 63 extend upwardly and downwardly, respec-
tively, the vertical d.stance between their free edges is
less than the thickness of the counter top so that when
the counter top 27 is inserted in the U-shaped member,
section 63 and arm 62 are flexed to form a seal with
the upper and lower surfaces of the counter top, re-
spectively.

As shown in Figs. 1, 7,-8 and 18 a finishing strip 70 is
provided along the free right side edges of counter tops
26, 28 and is generally U-shaped in section, the legs being
in contact with the top and bottom surfaces of counter
top 28. As shown in Fig. 18 in.the untensioned state,
that is, before it is inserted on the side edge of the
counter top, the finishing strip 79 has its upper leg 73z
extending outwardly and downwardly so that the vertical
distance between the upper leg 78a and the lower leg
70b is less than the thickness of the counter top 28.
When the strip 70 is placed over the side edge of the
counter top, the upper leg 78a is flexed upwardly -to
provide a seal with the upper surface of the counter top
28. Strip 70 is held in position by a screw 71 passing
through an opening 72 in the strip. :

An end cap 73 cooperates with the aligning memligr
As
shown in Fig. 9 cap 73 comprises a vertical wall 74, a
curved forward flange 75 at a right angle to wall 74, a
vertical rearward flange at a right angle to wall 74 and
a horizontal flange 77 at a right angle to wall 74,

Curved flange 75 extends upwardly and rearwardly
and is provided with a spaced wall 78 which contacts the
second part 31 of aligning member 29. Curved flange
75 is also provided with a lip 79 which extends down-

wardly into sealing contact with the upper leg 70a of

strip 70. Horizontal flange 77 underlies the lower leg
of strip 70.

As shown in Fig. 15 the rear edge of strip 79 telescopes
within end cap 73 so that when the counter top 28 s
moved inwardly or outwardly in order to align its for-
ward edge with that of counter top 27, a satisfactory
end trim and seal are maintained between the strip 70 and
the cap 73.

As shown in Fig. 12 a corner member 80 is provided

‘to cover the area between adjacent back-aligning mem-

ber 29 at the corner of the room. The corner member
80 includes a first generally horizontal portion 81 which
contacts the upper surface of the counter top and a sec-
ond upwardly extending portion 82 having surfaces at
a right angle to one another. A peripheral upper lip
83 along the top edge of portion 82 extends info contact
with both walls at the corner. The upwardly extending
portion 82 of corner member 88 is provided with a spaced

wall 84 along each edge to form a groove 85 for receiv-

ing the upwardly extending portions of the aligning mem-
bers 29 as shown in Fig. 13.
A modified form of mounting the back-aligning mem-

‘ber 29 is shown in Fig. 14 wherein the member is fixed

on the rear edge of a counter top by means of a screw
86 extending through the opening 42 in the base 36. If
the wall is uneven, a wedge 90 may be placed between

" the rear edge of counter top 28 and the base of U-shaped

70

portion 33 in order to properly position the forward edge

-of the counter top and permit its alignment with the for-

ward edge of adjacent counter tops.
A counter top which js used along one wall only of a
‘room is shown in Fig. 2. In this form the counter top

inserting a screw 65 through opening 66 and threading it 75 90 includes a back-aligning member 91 along its rear
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edge which is of identical construction as back-aligning
members 29, 30. End strips 70 and end caps 73 are pro-
vided on the ends of the counter top and a front strip
50 is provided along the front edge of the counter top.
In this form of counter top the back-aligning member 91
is mounted on the wall and the counter top may be shift-
ed relative to the back-aligning member 91 inwardly and
outwardly to bring the front edge of the counter top 90
into alignment with other cabinets or appliances.

It can thus be seen that there has been provided a
novel counter top construction including novel means
for providing a seal between the counter top and a wall,
In addition, novel means are provided for forming a
seal between adjacent side edges of the counter tops, and
novel means are provided for closing the ends of coun-
ter top constructions. The construction embodying the
invention can be easily manufactured at low cost.

The back aligning members 29, 38, front strip 50, seal-
ing strip 69, strip 70 and end cap 73 are preferably made
of sheet metal which has the required degree of flexibility.

I claim:

1. A counter top construction comprising a pair of
vertical walls at angles to one another, a plurality of
generally horizontal adjacent counter tops, a back wall-
aligning member extending across the rear edge of said
counter tops and another back wall-aligning member ex-
tending across the side edge of the endmost counter top
which is adjacent the area of juncture of said walls, each
said back wall-aligning member comprising a U-shaped
portion into which the edges of the counter tops project,
each U-shaped portion including a generally horizontal
upper leg, a generally horizontal lower leg and a gener-
ally vertical base connecting one end of said legs, each
said back wali-aligning member including a portion ex-
tending upwardly and rearwardly from the forward edge
of said upper leg, a corner member positioned on the
rear corner of said endmost counter top in the area of
juncture of said walls, said corner member extending up-
wardly and rearwardly and including a generally verti-
cal slot along each vertical edge thereof, the upwardly
extending portion at one end of each said back wall-
aligning members being received in one of said slofs,
sealer means between adjacent side edges of said counter
tops, and front trim means extending along the front
edges of said counter tops.

2. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein the
rearmost edges of said upwardly extending portions of
the back wall-aligning members before said members are
positioned terminate in a vertical plane spaced rearwardly
from the vertical plane of said vertical base of the U-
shaped portion of each said back wall-aligning member,
said upwardly extending portions being made of a ma-
terial such that they may be flexed to bring the free
edges therecf into alignment with the planes of the ver-
tical bases thereof.

3. In a counter top constructicn, an integral back wall-
aligning member comprising a U-shaped portion for re-
ceiving the rear edge of a counter top, said U-shaped
portion comprising a short generally horizontal upper
leg, a long generally horizontal lower leg and a gen-
erally vertical base connecting one end of each of said
legs, said member including a portion extending upward-
ly and rearwardly from the forward end of said upper
leg, and a resilient portion extending downwardly and
forwardly from the forward end of the upper leg, said
resilient portion having a part thereof projecting down-
wardly, the veriical distance between said latter part
and said lower leg being less than the vertical distance
between said upper and lower legs.

4. The combination set forth in claim 3 wherein said
back wall-aligning member comprises a thin piece of sheet
metal having generally uniform thickness, said resilient
portion comprising a second relatively thin piece of sheet
metal mounted on said member and projecting downward-
ly and forwardly therefrom.
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5. In a counter top construction, a back wall-aligning
member made from a single sheet .of material of substan-
tially uniform thickness, said member comprising a U-
shaped portion for receiving the rear edge of a counter
top, said U-shaped portion comprising a short substan-
tially horizontal upper leg, a long substantially horizontal
lower leg and a substantially vertical base connecting one
end of each of said legs, said member including a longi-
tudinally extending section extending upwardly and for-
wardly from the forward end of said upper leg, a second
longitudinal section extending downwardly and forwardly
from the forward edge of said first short section, a third
longitudinal section extending upwardly and rearwardly
from the forward edge of said second section, said first
and second sections being contiguous, and a fourth longi-
tudinal section extending upwardly and rearwardly from
the rear edge of said third section, the free end of said
fourth section lying in a vertical plane spaced rearwardly
from the vertical plane of the vertical base of the U-
shaped portion, the thickness of said back wall-aligning
member being such that said fourth section is resilient and
will move forwardly when the free edge of said fourth
section is brought into contact with a wall thereby per-
mitting the fourth section of said back wall-aligning mem-
ber to conform to variations in the plane of the wall.

6. The combination set forth in claim 5 including a
second member of substantially uniform thickness, less
than the thickness of said back-aligning member, said sec-
ond member having a first portion underlying the second
portion of said back wall-aligning member, a second por-
tion extending forwardly and downwardly from the for-
ward end of said first portion, and a third portion extend-
ing rearwardly and upwardly from the forward end of
said second portion, said third portion having a part
thereof contiguous with said second portion and another
part thereof contiguous with the third and fourth sections
of said back wall-aligning member, the forward end of
said second portion of said second member projecting
downwardly so that the vertical distance between the for-
ward end thereof and the long leg of the U-shaped portion
of the back wall-aligning member is less than the vertical
distance between the short leg and the long leg of said U-
shaped portion thereof, the thickness of said second mem-
ber being such that the contiguous parts of said second
and third portions thereof are flexed upwardly when the
end of a counter top is inserted in the U-shaped portion
of the back wall-aligning member thereby providing a
seal between the second member and the top of the
counter top.

7. The combination set forth in claim 6 wherein the
free upper edge of said fourth portion of the second mem-
ber is turned over the free edge of said fourth portion of
the back wall-aligning member.

8. A counter top construction comprising a substan-
tially vertical wall, a back-aligning member, said member
comprising a longitudinally extending U-shaped portion
including a short generally horizontal upper leg, a long
generally horizontal lower leg, and a substantially vertical
base connecting the ends of said legs, said member in-
cluding a portion extending upwardly and rearwardly
therefrom, the free end of said upwardly extending por-
tion prior to mounting said member on szid wall lying in
a vertical plane spaced rearwardly from the vertical plane
of said vertical base, said upwardly extending portion
being made of a material such that it may be flexed to
bring the free edge thereof into alignment with the ver-
tical plane of said vertical base, means for mounting said
back-aligning member on said wall comprising means ex-
tending through said vertical base of the U-shaped portion
thereof thereby bringing said vertical leg into contact with
said wall and flexing said portion of the back wall-align-
ing member to conform to variations in the wall, and a
plurality of counter tops having the rear edges thereof in-
serted in the U-shaped portion of said back wall-aligning



meniber, the forward edges of said counter-tops being: in
alignment with one another.

9. In'a counter top construction including a counter top
forming a corner, back-aligning members extending up-
wardly and rearwardly from adjacent the rear edges of
said counter top and having generally vertical side edges,
and a corner member comprising a first substantially hofi-
zontal portion, a second upwardly and reéarwardly in-
clined portion having generally vertical surfaces at a right
angle to-one another, and a third rearwardly inclined por-
tion extending from the upper end of said second portion,
the second upwardly inclined portions of said member
Being provided with slots along their side edges for receiv-
ing the vertical side edges of said back-aligning members.

10: In a counter top construction, the combination
c"'onipﬂsxrig a counter top, a back aligning member com-
pnsmg a longltudmally extending U-shaped portion for
réceiving the rear edge of the counter top and a portion
extending upwardly and rearwardly from said U-shaped
portion; and an end closing member including a substan-
tially vertical portion adapted to close the end of said
back- wall aligning member, said end clesing member in-
¢luding a vertical flange extending at a right angle from
said vertical portion and adapted to engage the wall of a
room in which the counter top is positioned and the free
lipper edge of the upwardly and rearwardly extending
portion of the back aligning member, said end closing
member including a horizontal flange extending at a right
angle from the lower edge of said vertical portion and
underlying said counter top, and an upwardly and rear-
wardly inclined flange extending from the forward edge of
said vertical portion at a generally right angle to said
vértical portion and means forming a slot along the edge
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of said upwardly and rearwardly inclined flange info
which the upwardly ard rearwardly extending portion of
the edge of said back aligning member is inserted.

11. In a counter top construction, the combination
comprising- a. counter top, a back wall aligning member
on the rear end of the counter top and having a generally:
flexible poriion thereof extending upwardly and rear-
wardly, a U-shaped sealing strip into which substantially-
the entire length of one edge of said counter top extends,
and an end cap on the end of said back wall aligning mem-
ber, sald end cap comprising a vertical end portion clos-
ing the end of the back wall aligning member, means on
said end cap engaging said upwardly and rearwardly ex-
tending portion of said back wall aligning member, a
horizontal flange on said end cap for extending below the
counter top, the rear end of said sealing strip being tele-
scopically received within said vertical SCCthIl and hori-
zontal flanige of said end cap.
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