
F. O. CHURCH 2,565,719 
SUPPORT FOR HANDBAGS AND OTHER ARTICLES 

Aug. 28, 1951 

Filed June 22, 1949 

INVENTOR. 

  



Patented Aug. 28, 1951 

UNITED STAT 
2,565,719 

2,565,719 

ES PATENT OFFICE 
SUPPORT FOR HANDBAGs AND oTHER 

ARTICLES 
Frankin O. Church, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Application June 22, 1949, Serial No. 100,721 
N 4 Claims. 

M 

This is an invention for support for handbags 
and other articles. 
My present invention relates to a support which 

may be mounted on and removed from a ledge, 
Such as the edge of a table or shelf and which, 
when placed thereon will clamp on said ledge 
and provide a hook from Which articles, Such aS a, 
handbag can be suspended. 
The support may be readily slipped onto the 

marginal portion of the ledge and When an ar 
ticle, such as a handbag, is suspended therefrom 
will clamp onto the ledge with a force corre 
sponding with the weight of the article suspended 
therefrom. When the - article is removed the 
clamping action is released and the Support may 
readily be removed or slipped off the supporting 
ledge. 

In my invention I provide a hook or hook-like 
element into the bend or bight of which the sup 
porting ledge may be received. On the part of 
the hook below the ledge is pivotally mounted a 
Second hook to receive the handle of the hand 
bag, or similar article, and having a cam-like pro 
jection extending beyond the pivot or pivotal 
point. The weight of the article tends to swing 
the hook downwardly about the pivot and to swing 
the cam-like projecting portion beyond the pivot 
upWardly against the lower Surface of the ledge, 
thereby clamping the support tightly on the 
ledge. 
The pivoted hooks are preferably so shaped 

that they may be swung into substantial align 
ment when not in U.Se and thus folded into a COm 
pactly small size that may occupy a minimum of 
space when carried inside the handbag. 
The hooks may be pivoted together with a pin 

or by a slot engagement, or in any suitable man 
ner which will permit the lower hook to Swing 
into and out of clamping engagement with a Sup 
porting ledge. M 
The various features of the invention are illus 

trated by way of example in the accompanying 
drawings in Which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment 
of the invention showing the Support in position 
to engage and grip a tabletop or other ledge and 
to Support a handbag; 

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the hooks 
folded into compact position; 

Fig. 3 is an end view of the folded article taken 
from the left of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a Side view of another modification of 
the invention in camping position; 

Fig. 5 is an end view taken from the open end 
or left of Fig. 4; 
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Fig. 6 is a section taken through the pin of the 

support of Figs. 4 and 5. 
Referring more particularly to Figs. 1, 2 and 3, 

the support comprises a gripping hook 10 curved 
to provide a receSS or bight i li to receive the mar 
ginal portion of a table top or other ledge 12. 
The upper part 3 of the hook 0 may rest on 
the ledge and the lower part i 4 extends beneath 
the ledge and is narrowed or curved to form a 
neck || 5 at a Short distance from the lower end 
of the hook. M • 

A second hook i 6 is provided with a slot T to 
receive the neck portion 5 of the first hook so 
that it may swing freely thereon. 
A handle 8 of a handbag or other article may 

be suspended from the bight of the hook 6, the 
hook extending beyond the slot i 7 to form a cam 
like surface I 9 which swings upwardly against 
the table top 2 as the hook 6 is swung down 
wardly by the weight of the handbag until it 
firmly engages the lower surface of the table or 
ledge. 
With the above arrangement the Support Will 

engage the table top with a grip corresponding 
to the weight on the hook i 6, thereby clamping 
the Support securely and without danger of its 
falling loose or being displaced. 
The cam-Shaped eXtension ft 9 may Swing from 

a position approximately in alignment with the 
lower part of the hook 10 upwardly into the bight 
within the hook i 0 so as to engage and clamp 
table tops of varying thicknesses. 
When not in use the lower hook 6 may be 

Swung upwardly into alignment with the upper 
hook 10 as shown in Fig. 2, and when in this posi 
tion will occupy a minimum of Space so that it 
may be conveniently carried in a handbag. 

In the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 4, 5 and 
6, the Support comprises a ledge engaging hook 
20 having a flat head 2 to rest on and be sup 
ported by the upper surface of the table-ledge 2. 
From the head 2 the hook 20 eXtends about the 
edge of the table to a position beneath the lower 
Surface thereof and this portion of the hook is 
slit or Slotted to provide a pair of Spaced hook 
shaped plates 22 and 23. 
A second hook 24, of a thickness to be received 

within the Space between the plates 22 and 23, is 
pivoted near one end on a pivot 25 at the lower 
end of the hook 20. The hook 24 is provided 
with a cam-like extension 26 beyond the pivot 
25, and hook 24 may be swung about the pivot 
25 into the Space between the plates 22 and 23 
as indicated in Figs. 4 and 5. In this position 
the hook 24 is in Substantial alignment with the 
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hook 20 to occupy a minimum of space. It may 
be swung downwardly to the position indicated 
in broken lines in Fig. 4 to receive the handle 
of a handbag or similar article, and in this posi 
tion the cam-like extension 26 Will be SWung 
upwardly by the weight of the handbag against 
the lower surface of the table or ledge, clamping 
the Support Securely thereon. 
Any i suitable pivot may be employed but, as 

indicated in Fig. 6, may be formed on one of 
the plates as at 22 and heat sealed in the other 
to anchor the two plates 22 and 23 securely at 
their lower ends. 
The hooks may be made of any Suitable mate 

rial, such as metal, wood or plastic. When made 
of plastic the support is very light in weight and 
attractive in appearance and sufficiently strong 
to Support the Weight of the handbag. 
The support has the advantage that once 

placed in position it cannot be accidentally dis 
placed, being securely clamped by the weight of 
the handbag. Upon removing the handbag, this 
clamping action is released and the Support may 
be slipped off the table, compactly folded and 
placed inside of the handbag. - 

It will be understood that the two modifica 
tionas are shown by Way of example and that 
the invention may be embodied in other par 
ticular formS. 

Having described my invention, what I claim is: 
1. An article support Which comprises a hook 

having a, bight to receive a Supporting ledge, a 
second hook pivoted on said first hook below said 
bight and having a cam-shaped projection beyond 
the pivotal point to clamp against Said ledge. 

2. The support of claim 1 in which said 

4 
second hook.is similar in shape and position to 
said first hook to swing from alignment there 
With. 

3. An article support comprising a hook having 
5 a bight to receive a supporting ledge and having 

a neck near its end below Said bight and a 
second hook having a slot encircling said neck 
and provided with a cam-shaped extension be 
yond said slot to swing into the bight of said first 
hook when swung in one direction and to Swing 
into alignment with Said first hook when SWung 
in the Opposite direction. 

4. An article support comprising a hook having 
a head to rest on a supporting surface and hav 
ing a pair of hook-Shaped plates extending from 
said head in a curve to a position opposite said 
head, a second hook pivoted between said plates 
near the end thereof opposite Said head and hav 
ing a cam-Shaped eXtension to Swing upwardly 
toward Said Supporting surface, Said second hook 
being received between said plates of said i first 
hook when swung into alignment therewith. . . 
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