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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ERASTUS DOUGLASS, OF LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS.

{MPROVED WaS H1 NG-‘MACHIN E.

Specxhcatmn foxmmg part of Letters Pateut No 48,263, dated June 20, 1865..

.

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that T, ERASTUS DOUGLASS, of
Lowell, in the county of. 1\hddlesex and State
fofMassachusetts, have invented a new and Im-
~proved . Washing-Machine; and 1.do hereby
“‘declare that the following i isa fall, clear, and

exact description of the same, refereuce being
“had to the accompanying drawings, lormmg'

part of this specification, in which—

- Figurelis a longitudinal vertical section of

the machme Fig.: 2 is a plan of the same.
Similar letters indicate correspondm g parts
_in both figures.
" -The gbjeet-of my invention has been -fo ob
tain a Washmg machiné of simple and cheap
"construction, applicable to an ordinary wash-
tub, to take the place of the rubbing-board,
which is so destruetive to clothing; and to t,his
end it'consistsin the ecombination of a.wooden
cross - piece. or block and a beater, the cross-

piece or block being ¢onstructed to be placed -
derosstlie interiorof the tub and secured there-

to, and the beater bein g hingell to said ¢ross-

- piece or block outside of the tub in such man--

ner as to strilie upon 1t in or over the mxddle

-of the tub.

To enable others bkﬂle(l in the art; to con-
struct a, washing-machine according to my in-
vention, I will proceed to (‘escrxbe 1t thh ref-

- ‘erence to the drawings.

" A'is a common wash-tub, across which the
wooden cross-piece or block B is rigidly fast..
ened some distance from its top. .This cross-

“piece or block éxtends. out beyond ‘the wash-
tub on one side, and the so extended portion

is ‘furnished with ‘iron brackets D, between |
which the arm e, of the beater Cis beourely piv-|

- oted by a screw-bolt or pin, d. . The said cross-
piece or block is of suitable width to form a
bearing for the clothies to be washed while the
.~ beater is brought into operation upow them.

a and @’ are suppmts for the eross- piece B:
a.is a-wooden Dlock attached-to the inside of

" the tub, and a’ is serewed to the ontside of the |
tub to receive a screw - bolt, I, holding the |

~eross-piece or block B securely in its place. A

__‘__.

| transverse groove, b, is S eat in the npper sur-.

face of the cross- pxece or block, near one side

“of the tub, and holes b’ in tlie bottom of said-

groove allow the waterbeaten out of theclothes
to run back into the tub-again, thereby.ob-.
viating the: splashmg of water on the floor.
The beater C s a block of wood, of oblong -
shape and suitable size, attached to an arm s Cy
which formsthe handle by which it'is operated

‘the said arm working freel_s on the pin or boltd. -

The .manner of attaching the beater to the .
cross - piece or block B may be varied, and so

[ may the mode of attaching the said cross- -piece

or block to the tub. The drawmgs représent

the_block or cross-piece passing through an

opening, g, in the' side of the tub, but it may
be made of such form as to pass over the edge

- without snch an opening.

The operation is asfollows: The.clothes to

‘be washed are first soaked in tepid water for

some time, then placed into the wash-tub with
water warm enoughfor the purpose. Asmany
pieces as- convenient are then placed upon the -
cross-piece, right under the beater. Some soap
is put on them and a-slight twist is given to

| them' to .keep them from spreading out too:

thin. . The handle of the beater is then taken .

“hold of. and the beater worked up and down
' rapidly on the clothes on: the cross:-piece or

bloek until. the dirt'is all. beaten out, and all
that is afterward necessary is to rinse them,

" The advantage of this machine in washing
is that it brings no straio on the hems or bind-
ings, nor any twist to distort the shape.of the
clothes, and it-does not wear out the: stuﬁ' S0
guickly as the rubbing process. -

‘What I claim as new, and desire 1:0 secure‘
by Letters Patent, is— -

-The combination of the cross:-piece or block

.B, the tub A, and-the béater C, as and for the

purpose herem speclﬁed
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