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RF switching devices are provided that alternatively couple an antenna to
either a transmitter amplifier or a receiver amplifier. An exemplary RF switching
device comprises two valves, one for a receiver transmission line between the antenna
and the receiver amplifier, the other for a transmitter transmission line between the
antenna and the power amplifier. Each valve is switchably coupled between ground
and its transmission line, When coupled to ground, current flowing through the valve
increases the impedance of the transmission line thereby attenuating signals on the
transmission line. When decoupled from ground, the impedance of the transmission
line is essentially unaffected. The pair of valves is controlled such that when one
valve is on the other valve is off, and vice versa, so that the antenna is either receiving
signals from the power amplifier or the receiver amplifier is receiving signals from

the antenna.
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