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[57] ABSTRACT

An integrally formed case for a sewing machine which
when closed provides a protective enclosure when the
sewmg machine is carried and provides a work support-
ing surface when the sewing machine is operated. The
case is removably affixed to the sewing machine and
when opened exposes the tubular bed for use.

1 Claiin, 5 Drawing Figures
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i
SEWING MACHINE CASES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to carrying cases for sewing
machines in general, more particularly, to a protective
cover for portable sewing machines which alternately
provides a work platform in close proximity to the work
supporting surface of the sewing machine bed.

Prior art carrying cases for portable sewing machines
either provide a protective dust cover by utilizing soft
flexible materials or provide a more rigid protective
covering which is alternately used as an expanded work
surface. These cases contain many.components or sec-
tions which are fastened together and affixed to the
sewing machine. Some prior art carrying cases are
made of materials sufficiently strong to support the
weight of the sewing machine when carried and are rel-
atively expensive to manufacture.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A preferred embodiment of the present invention uti-
lizes an integrally formed case which may be inexpen-
sively manufactured in a single molding operation. The
case provides a protective enclosure for a portable sew-
ing machine when carried, a work platform in close
proximity with the work supporting surface when the
machine is operated, and -includes integrally formed
latches and hinges. The preferred embodiment affords
protection to the sewing machine without being re-
quired to support the weight of the machine and is ca-
pable of being molded in one integral piece including
the hinges and latches.

In accordance with the principles of the present in-
vention, an integrally formed case for a portable sewing
machine which includes in combination a tubular bed
member having a work supporting surface, a standard,
and a bracket-arm having a handle fixedly mounted
thereon, comprises, a base section adapted for remov-
ably mounting to the bed member of the sewing ma-
chine, a first cover section having a bottom edge and
a top edge, the bottom edge being joined to the base
section by a contiguous web along the bottom edge de-
fining a hinge therebetween, the top edge being formed
with a first portion, and a second cover section having
a bottom edge and a top edge, the second cover top
‘edge being formed with a second portion mating with
the first portion to form an opening, the first and sec-
ond top edges being joined together, exclusive of the
opening, by a contiguous web defining a hinge therebe-
tween, whereby the first and second sections may be
selectively closed, providing a complete accommodat-
ing enclosure for the sewing machine exposing only the
handle through the opening, or closed, providing a
work platform in close proximity to the work surface.

'DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a portable sewing ma-
chine embodying the invention during nonuse of the
machine when it is enclosed for storage or transporta-
tion; ’

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the carrying case,

with a portable sewing machine mounted therein, taken
substantially along a vertical plane indicated at 2—2 in
FIG. 1; :

FIG. 3 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 1, illus-
trating the method of opening the casing;
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FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the case with the cover
sections closed for use as a work platform on a sewing
machine; and

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the case with the cover
section open and exposing the tubular bed of a sewing
machine.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to the accompanying drawings
wherein like reference numerals designate similar parts
throughout the various views, a preferred embodiment
of the present invention is herein disclosed as embod-
ied in conjunction with a conventional portable tubular
bed sewing machine 10.

The portable sewing machine 10 adapted to be used
with the case of this invention has been shown gener-
ally in the figures to have a tubular base member 12
with a work supporting surface 14 and a standard 16
extending upward from the upper side of the base at
one end thereof. A bracket arm 18 extends transversely
from the upper end of standard 16, longitudinally
across the base member 12 and terminates in a head
20. The bracket arm in the preferred embodiment of
the invention is provided with a carrying handle 22 ex-
tending longitudinally across a portion of the bracket
arm 18 and may be easily gripped by hand. The handle
22 is preferably located directly above the center of
gravity of the machine so that when it is gripped by
hand, the machine will hang evenly with the bed mem-
ber 12 and the bracket arm 18, substantially horizontal.
The machine is driven by a motor, not shown, located
within the hollow standard 16.

Indicated generally at 24 in the drawings is a case
fabricated in accordance with this invention. The case
24 is molded in one integral piece from a thermoplastic
synthetic resin or other material characterized in that:
a) when such materials are solids and molded with a re-
duced thickness to form a hinge they have good flexi-
bility, tensile strength, and offer high resistance to fa-
tigue failure; b) adequate rigidity is obtained for the
cover sections of the case with a relatively small thick-
ness which usually is greater than the hinge thickness.

The case 24 comprises a base section 26 which is pro-
vided with means for removably attaching it to the bed
member 12 of the sewing machine 18. In the present
embodiment the means comprises holes 25 provided in
the base section 26 through which fastening screws 27
may be accommodated for securing the base section 26
beneath the sewing machine 10.

A first cover section 28 is integrally molded along the
bottom edge 32 to the base section 26 by a contiguous
web to form a hinge 30 therebetween. The bottom edge

“32 of the first cover section 28, shown best in FIG. 5,

is integrally formed with suitable side walls 34 and 36.
The bottom portions of side wails 34 and 36 are pro-
vided with rectangular shaped recesses 38 and 40, re-
spectively. Centrally located within the recesses 38 and

60 40, are nibs or protrusions 42 and 44 respectively,-

which function as part of a latching device described
hereinafter. The side walls 34 and 36 are formed with
increasing height from bottom to top, providing suffi-
cient depth within, to cover approximately one half the
thickness of the sewing machine 10.

The top edge of cover section 28 is comprised of a
wall 46 having a recessed portion 50 which is integrally
formed with side walls 34 and 36. The recessed portion
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50 of wall 46 is made longer than the handle 22. Slots
52 and 54 are provided in the recessed portion 50 of
wall 46 to clear and cooperate with the mounting legs
56 and 58 of handle 22.

A second cover section 60 is integrally formed with
a top edge comprising a wall 62 having a recessed por-
tion 64 which is equal in length to recessed portion 50.
Slots 66 and 68 are provided in the recessed portion 64
of wall 62 to clear the mounting legs 56 and 58 of han-
dle 22 and cooperate with slots 54 and 52, respectively.
The top edge of wall 62 of cover section 60 is integrally
formed with suitable side walls 70 and 72. The bottom
portion of side walls 70 and 72 are provided with inte-
grally molded tabs 74 and 76, respectively, which are
provided with centrally located holes 78 and 80 to
function as the mating parts of a latching device. The
side walls 70 and 72 are formed with increasing height
from the top edge 62 to the bottom edge 84 providing
sufficient depth within to cover the remaining thickness
of sewing machine 10.

The top edge of the second cover section 60 is inte-
grally molded to the top edge of the first cover section
28 excluding portions 50 and 64 by a contiguous web
to form a hinge 82 therebetween.

Although the preferred embodiment of the present
invention shows a recessed portion in the top edges 46
and 62 of both the cover sections 28 and 60 respec-
tively, it is also within the teachings of this invention to
utilize a top edge having an opening other than the one
described. Also, it is to be understood that a continuous
wall on the top edge of both cover sections integrally
molded and an opening located in either of the cover
sections to permit entry of the handle therethrough, is
within the scope of this invention.

In operation, the carrying case 24 is closed in a first
position, shown in FIG. 1, when carrying the portable
sewing machine. The case provides a complete enclo-
sure for the sewing machine, exclusive of the carrying
handle, by the mating of the first 28 and second 60
cover sections and is secured in place by the coopera-
tion of holes 78 and 80 with nibs 42 and 40 respec-
tively, in a conventional manner.

The carrying case 24 is capable of being closed in a
second position as shown in FIG. 4. In this position the
bottom edge 84 of the second cover section 60 mates
with the contours of the standard 16 and tubular bed
member 12. The second cover section, therefore, pro-
vides a convenient work support surface and becasue
of its gentle slope helps to guide the work away from
the sewing head 20. In this manner an operator is able
to guide and feed the work to the sewing head 20 with-
out it being pulled by its own weight.

Conversely, the present case may be manufactured
with the hinge 30 on the opposite edge of the base sec-
tion 26 thereby providing a guide platform upon which
the work may be fed to the sewing head with the work
therefore, being pulled away from the sewing head 20
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by its own weight.
The case 24 may be completely opened, as shown in
FIG. 5, with the first 28 and second 60 cover sections
unlatched. In this position the case exposes the tubular
bed section 12 of the sewing machine allowing an oper-
ator access to the work surface to sew tubular materi-
als.
Heretofore, has been described a portable sewing
machine case which may be manufactured in one inte-
gral piece, including hinges and latches, and may func-
tion as a protective covering for the machine when it
is carried, and a dust cover when it is stored. The case
also provides a work platform when closed in an alter-
nate position. In addition, completely opening the case
allows access to the tubular sewing bed member. The
preferred embodiment is able to perform all of these
functions while being manufactured as one integral
piece.
Having set forth the nature of this invention, what is
claimed herein is:
1. An integrally formed carrying case which is capa-
ble of being molded in one integral piece including
hinges and latches, and adapted for use with a portable
sewing machine including in combination a tubular bed
member having a work supporting surface, a standard,
and a bracket arm having a handle fixedly mounted
thereon, comprising:
a. a base section adapted for removably mounting to
the bed member of said sewing machine and having
a longitudinal edge paraliel with said bracket arm;

b. a first cover section being integrally formed with
half of a latching means and having a bottom edge
and a top edge, said bottom edge being joined to
said longitudinal edge of said base section by an ad-
joining web formed with said case defining a hinge
therebetween, said top edge being formed with a
first portion; and

c. a second cover section being integrally formed

with said base section and said first cover section
and additionally including a mating half of said
latching means, said second cover section having a
bottom edge and a top edge, said second cover top
edge being formed with a second portion adapted
to cooperate with the first portion of said first
cover section to form an opening, said first and sec-
ond top edges being joined together, exclusive of
said opening, by an adjoining web inte-grally
formed with said case defining a hinge therebe-
tween, whereby said first and second cover sections
may be selectively closed, providing a complete ac-
commodating enclosure for said sewing machine
exposing only said handle through said opening or
providing a work platform in close proximity to
said work surface, or completely opened, exposing

said tubular bed member.
* * * * *



