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Be it known that I, EMME S. STEVENS, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at 
Lansdowne, in the county of Delaware and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Holding Device for 
Blankets, of which the following is a speci 
fication. o 

My invention relates to devices used for retaining a cover in position, notwithstand 
ing the movement of the occupant of the 
bed. The purpose of my invention is to pro 
vide an elastic strap and to connect it to a 
cover at intervals in the length of the elastic. 
A further purpose is to pucker the cover 

between the connecting points, so as to per 
mit stretching of the intervening parts of 
the strap without stretching of the cover. 
A further purpose is to provide for moye 

ment of any part of a cover sidewise, with 
movements of the occupant, and to return 
the cover to position when the movement of 
the occupant has ceased. 
A further purpose is to make the cover 

itself form a pocket to prevent a child from 
getting its feet out under the strap, bringing 
the cover back to initial position after each 
effort to dislodge it. 

Further purposes will appear in the speci 
fication and in the claims. 

I have preferred to illustrate my inven 
tion by one form only, selecting a form 
which has proved in use to be practical, effi 
cient, sanitary, thoroughly reliable and in 
expensive, and which, at the same time, well 
illustrates the principles of my invention. 

Figure 1 is a perspective of a crib, and 
bedding with a baby in the crib and show 
ing my invention applied to the cover. 

Fig. 2 is a broken side elevation of the 
structure seen in Fig. 1 with part of the 
crib side removed. Fig. 3 is a broken perspective view of a 
portion of the cover with a retaining strap 
partly thrown back to illustrate the parts. 

Fig. 4 is a transverse section of the cover 
and strap taken through one of the fastening 
devices. 

Fig. 5 is a broken side elevation showing 
the edge of the cover and strap at the side 
of the bed. 

Fig. 6 is a broken longitudinal cross-sec 
tion of the strap shown in the other figures, 

In the drawing similar numerals illustrate 
like parts. 
A great deal of difficulty has been experi 

enced by mothers in keeping babies covered 
in bed. This is due not only to the turning and twisting of the baby in its sleep of 
awake, which tends to pull the covers out at 
One side, and pile them up unduly at the 
other, side of the baby, but to the very gen eral habit of babies of pushing upwardly 
With their feet to try to get the feet from 
under the cover or under any holding strap 
which may be used; with the result that the 
baby becomes entirely uncovered. My in 
vention is intended to take care of the first 
of these difficulties by fastening a holding 
strap to the cover at intervals across the top 
of the cover, using an elastic strap which 'allows stretching in between the fastening 
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points and causes the strap and cover to re 
Sume their relative position, when any pull 
upon them has relaxed. 
The Second difficulty is taken care of by 

me by the same means, since there are not 
sufficient distances between the points of at 
tachment for the baby to be able to get its 
feet under the cover free from the strap, and 
the effort pulls the cover up over the top of 
the strap and automatically forms a pocket 
which guides the baby's feet past the strap 
and avoids danger of getting the feet under 
the strap. 
At the same time by the removable char 

acter of the fastening, I am enabled to re 
move the strap with its rubber or other 
elastic provision in it, so that the cover (or 
dinarily a blanket because of the greater 
suitability of a blanket for this purpose) 
may be washed without washing the strap. 
The only way in which the cover is altered 
for washing purposes, is that it requires 
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some fastening devices upon it which are nut 
on in the form of a strin or tape carrying 
the fastening devices. This presents ad 
vantages not only in the Washing hut com 
mercially in permitting the sale of the strap 
and the tape ready for attachment and in 
insuring the proper spacing of the fasten 
ing devices. 
, Though the application to a cover for a 
baby offers excellent opportunity for use of 
my invention, T recognize that the invention 
is suitable for use in hospitals, for example, 
upon patients of any age and wherever the 
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restlessness of a patient or other conditions 
make retention of the covering difficult. 
In accordance with the statute I have 

shown the best form of my invention, by 
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any part or all of the 
As a result of this puckering of the ma 55 
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way of illustration and not in limitation. 
In the crib 7 is shown bedding including 

any cover 8, usually a blanket, and a strap 
9 secured to the upper part of the cover and 
fastened to rings or hooks 10 in any part of 
the crib, as in the side rails 11. The strap 
is fastened near the top of the cover so as 
preferably to leave a short section of the 
cover at 12 above the strap to prevent too 
sharp an edge at the top and to provide for 
a loose portion of the cover which shall rest 
upon the baby's neck without bringing any 
strap pressure to bear upon it. The cover 
may extend above the strap as much as de sired. 
The strap is made up of a core 13 of elas 

tic material (by which I mean to include 
Springs or other stretchable constructions, 
and not rubber “elastic” alone) preferably 
covered with a decorative casing 14 and hay 
ing end portions 15 which need not be elastic 
and which terminate in hooks or straps or 
other fastening devices 16 to coöperate with 
the devices 10 in the crib. 

Because it is desirable to remove the elas tic strap from the cover when the latter is 
washed or cleaned, I provide for attach 
nent to the cover by means of a tape or other strip 17 and separable fastenings be 
tween the two, shown here as of the re 
silient-head-and-socket form, 18 and 19, so 
that the strap may be securely fastened to 
the cover when in use. w 
In arranging for the fastening of the 

strap to the cover, I space the fastenings 
carried by the cover by a distance greater 
than the spacing of the fastenings carried 
by the strap so that with the elastic in con 
tracted position the top cover will be rela 
tively puckered as at 20 between these 
points, leaving room for stretching of the 
elastic and corresponding yielding of the 
cover without stretching across its width at 
any, or all of the points between. n 
Any casing 14 which may be used about 

the elastic should be correspondingly puck 
ered, gathered or made full, so as to allow 
full stretching of the elastic to accommo 
date this local its, or stretching over 

ength of the strap. 

terial of the cover between attaching points 
and the freedom to stretch at any point or 
throughout the width of the cover with re 
traction not only to the same general posi 
tion but, to the initial positions of the sev 
eral points of attachment, as the baby turns 
under the covers, the cover will yield 
slightly and follow the baby a short dis 
tance, and then when the baby has quieted 
the cover will come to rest gradually or 
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more quickly, according to the strength of 
the elastic selected, with the points of at 
tachment of the elastic strap in the same 
position, transversely of the bed, as that 
previously occupied by them and with any 
initial tension in the strap to which it has 
been adjusted by buckle 21. At the same 
time, the extra space provided or extra ma 
terial of the cover provided between the sev 
eral points of attachment leaves the cover 
without tension and full in width, so that 
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it is free to rest down about the baby and 
cover it notwithstanding whatever tension 
may have been placed in the elastic strap. 
This takes care of all transverse movement, 
When the baby attempts to get its feet 

under the strap as illustrated in Fig. 2, this is prevented by the point-to-point fastening 
of the cover to the strap, so that there is no 
extended disengaged part of the cover where 
it can be pulled out by the pushing of the 
baby's feet; with the result that it is held 
down all along the line of the strap and 
the pressure of the baby's feet results merel 
in forming a pocket above the strap suc 
as is illustrated in Fig. 2. If the baby suc 
ceeds in lifting the strap at all and tries 
to get another hold to get its feet under the 
strap, the latter immediately resumes its 
position and the cover falls about the baby's 
body as before. Therefore, there is no slip 
or movement by which the second attempt 
of the baby may be more successful than the first. 
I recognize that the puckering or gather 

ing of the cover by reason of the difference 
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between the spaces of the fastening devices 
on the top cover and on the belt or band is advantageous to give a fullness independ 
ently as well as in coöperation with the elas 
ticity of the belt or band by reason of which 
local movement and return are provided; 
also that the elasticity between points of . 
attachment would be desirable even if the 
stretch of the cover were depended upon to 
permit the stretching to take place; and, in 
general, that these and other features of 
my invention could be used in various ways, 
in view of my disclosure herein, to obtain a 
part only of the benefit of my invention, 
less than the whole of it and yet come with 
in the spirit and scope of my claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let ters Patent is: 
1. In a cover holding device, a strap in 

combination with a cover to which it is se 
cured at intervals intermediate the ends of 
the strap, the length of the strap between these securing points being shorter than the 
distance between measured along the cover. 

2. In a cover holding device, an elastic 
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strap in combination with a cover to which 
it is secured at intervals intermediate the 
ends of the strap, the length of the strap 130 
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between these securing points being shorter 
than the distance between measured along 
the cover. 

3. In a cover-holding device, a strap hav 
ing separable fastener members at intervals 
throughout a portion of its length in com 
bination with a strip adapted to be secured 
to the cover and having coöperating sepa 
rable fastener members spaced at longer 
distances than the spacing of the members 
in the strap. 

4. In a cover-holding device, an elastic 
retaining strap whose elastic portion ex 
tends the greater part of the width of the 

bed, in combination with a bed cover to 
which it is secured at intervals along the 
length of the elastic part. 

5. In a cover-holding device, an elastic 
retaining strap in combination with separa 
ble fasteners spaced along the elastic length, 
of the strap and coöperating separable fas 
tening means having shorter spacing than 
the spacing of the fastenings for securing 
the strap at these points to the cover and 
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adapted to maintain a fullness in the cover 25 
as compared with the strap. 

EMME S. STEVENS. 


