
E. B. ROSE, 
0L CAN, 

APPLICATION FLED JUNE 2 95. 

1916, 1. Patented Aug 
d 192 1,193, 

=======================<`$9 
77 Z5/2S6 

Inventor Witnesses 

Attorneys 

it worris rerERs co., Photo.l.it to... wastington. Ed. L., 

  

  

  



5 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

NITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ELIAS B, ROSE, OF BOZENIAN, IVIONTAINA. 

OIL-CAN. 

1,193,192. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Aug. 1, 1916. 
Application filed June 12, 1915. Serial No. 33,739. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELIAs B. RoSE, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Boze. 
man, in the county of Gallatin and State of 
Montana, have invented a new and useful 
Oil-Can, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
The device forming the subject matter of 

this application is an oil can and one object 
of the invention is to provide a novel means 
for locking in a protruding position, a plun 
ger which reciprocates in the spout of the 
Ca 

Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a novel form of closure which closes the 
bore of the spout and prevents leakage of 
oil. 

It is within the scope of the invention to 
improve generally and to enhance the utility 
of devices of that type to which the present 
application appertains. . . as 
With the above and other objects in view 

which will appear as the description pro 
ceeds, the invention resides in the combina 

and claimed, it being understood that 
changes in the precise embodiment of the 
invention herein disclosed can be made with 
in the scope of what is claimed, without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. 

In the accompanying drawings:-Figure 
1 is a longitudinal section of a can con 
structed in accordance with the present in 
vention, the view showing the parts as they, 
will appear during the ordinary operation 
of the can, that is, while the can is in such 
a condition that oil may be dispensed; Fig. 
2 is a longitudinal Section showing the plun 
ger advanced and locked in the position it 
will assume when employed for cleaning out 
oil holes in bearings and the like, the spout 
closure being in coöperating relation with 
respect to the spout. 
In carrying out the present, invention 

there is provided a body 1 which is a com 
posite structure, the body including a recep 
tacle 2 and a guide tube 3 secured to the re 
ceptacle 2 and extended downwardly within 
the contour of the receptacle. 
The invention comprises a detachable 

spout 4 which may be attached by threading 
or otherwise as shown at 5, to the receptacle 

2. Mounted to reciprocate in the spout 4 
is a plunger 6. Mounted to reciprocate on 
the plunger 6 is a closure 7 in the form of a 
disk. The movement of the closure 7 to 
Ward the Spout 4 is limited by means of a 
shoulder 8 on the plunger 6. The inner end 
of the plunger 6 is pivoted as indicated at 9 
to a lever 10. A relatively weak compres 
sion Spring 11 abuts at one end against the 
closure 7 and at its other end abuts against 
the lever 10, the spring 11 surrounding a 
portion of the plunger 6. 
The lever 10 extends within the contour of 

the guide tube 3, through a longitudinal slot 
12 formed in the tube 3 near to the inner 
end thereof. The lever 10 is pivoted as 
shown at 14 to the lower or inner end of an 
actuating member 15 preferably in the form 
of a rod. The exposed end of the actuating 
member 15 may be provided with a button 
16, and intermediate its ends, the actuating 
member 15 is provided with a head 17. One 
end of a compression spring 18 abuts against 
the head 17 and the other end of the spring 

tion and arrangement of parts and in the 
details of construction hereinafter described secured to the guide tube 3. 

18 is in engagement with an abutment 19 
In its upper edge and relatively near to 

the guide tube 3, the lever 10 is notched as 
shown at 20, to define a finger 21. The fin 
ger 21 and that portion of 22 of the guide 
tube 3 which lies immediately above the slot 
12 may be described as interlocking ele 
ments having functions which will be set 
forth hereinafter. Adjacent the actuating 
member 15, the lever 10 is cut away as shown 
at 23. That portion of the guide tube 3 
which lies immediately below the slot 12 is 
indicated by the reference character 24 and 
serves as a fulcrum for the lever 10 under 
circumstances which will be pointed out 
hereinafter. 
When it is desired to employ the oil can 

in the usual manner, for dispensing a lubri 
cant, the parts appear as shown in Fig. 1. 
Under Such circumstances, the actuating 
member 15 is raised by the action of the 
Spring 18, the plunger 6 is retracted, and 
the lower edge of the lever 10 rests upon 
that portion 24 of the tube 3 which has been 
described as a fulcrum for the lever. Sup 
pose that it is desired to reciprocate the 
plunger 6 freely, for the purpose of clean 
ing out the Spout 4. Then, the actuating 
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member 15 is reciprocated and the plunger 
6 will be reciprocated also, the lever 10 full 
cruming and sliding longitudinally on the 
part 24 of the guide tube 3. Suppose, how 
ever, that it is desired to retain the plunger 
6 in the advanced condition of Fig. 2, either 
for the purpose of closing the inner end of 
the spout 4, or for the purpose of maintain 
ing the extremity of the plunger 6 in pro 
truding relation to the spout 4, so that the 
end of the plunger 6 may be employed for 
cleaning out an oil hole which is clogged 
up with lint, dirt or some other obstruction 
which is easily removed. Then the actuat 
ing member 15 is pressed downwardly in the 
direction of the arrow A of Fig. 1, the lever 
10 Swinging upwardly in the direction of 
the arrow B. The lever 10 will thereupon 
assume the dotted line position of Fig. 2, 
the lever 10 being supported on the fulcrum 
24 along the upper edge of the notch 23. 
The lever 10 may then be locked in the up 
wardly inclined position shown in Fig. 2. 
In perhaps nine cases out of ten, this lock 
ing may be brought about by merely releas 
ing the actuating member 15 suddenly, the 
Same moving upwardly under the action of 
the spring 18. Preferably, however, the 
can is tilted over slightly in the direction of 
the arrow F of Fig.2 so that the weight of 
the upper end of the lever 10, and the weight 

the plunger 6 and attached parts will 
tend to maintain the upper extremity of the 
finger 21 within the contour of the tube 3. 
Then, if the plunger 15, be released, the 
spring 18 will move the plunger 15 up 
Wardly, thus imparting a bodily movement 
to the lever 10, the latter moving trans 
versely from the dotted line position of 

40 Fig. 2 to the solid line position therein, and 
the finger 21 being locked behind the portion 
22 of the tube 3. The upper extremity of 
the plunger 6 is now in the protruding posi 
tion shown in Fig.2 and is locked in this po 
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sition, it being possible to employ the end of 
the plunger 6 to clean out an oil hole which 
is encumbered by lint, grease or other 
foreign material which is easily removed. 
When the lever 10 is in the dotted line po 

sition of Fig. 2, the closure 7 has just come 
into contact with the base of the spout 4, 
but the Spring 11 has not been compressed. 

55 

When the lever 10 moves from the dotted 
line position of Fig. 2 to the solid line posi 
tion of Fig. 2, the spring 11 is compressed 
sufficiently to hold the closure 7 against the 
base of the Spout 4. In this connection it 
should be observed that the spring 11 is a 

60 
very light spring, its effect being sufficient 
to hold the closure 7 against the base of the 
spout 4, without, oyercoming the action of 
the spring 18 or being materially noticeable 
during the operation of the device. 

85 
In order to restore the parts from the position shown in Fig. 2 to the positions 
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shown in Fig. 1, the protruding end of the 
plunger 6 is struck against a hard object, 
thus unseating the finger 21 from its en 
gagement with the portion 22 of the tube 3; 
or, if desired, the plunger 15 may be thrust 
inwardly to a slight extent, in the direction 
of the arrow A. 
The lever 10 is cut away at its extremity 

as shown at 23, in order that the lever may 
have a downward transverse movement 
from the solid line position of Fig. 2 to the 
dotted line position therein. The function 
of the shoulder 8 is to prevent the closure 7 
from sliding along the plunger 6 into abut 
ment with the base of the spout 4 when the 
parts of the structure are in the positions 
shown in Fig. 1 and when the can is used for 
lubricating in the ordinary manner. 
Having thus described the invention, 

what is claimed is:- 
1. An oil can comprising a body; a spout 

carried by the body; a plunger mounted to 
slide in the spout; means for advancing the 
plunger from the outside of the body; a 
closure slidable on the plunger and coact 
ing with the spout when the plunger is ad 
vanced by said means; resilient means co 
operating with the closure to hold the same 
in coacting relation to the spout; and an 
abutment on the plunger and engaging the 
closure to limit the movement of the closure 
toward the spout when the plunger is re 
tracted and when the can is inclined. 

2. An oil can comprising a body; a spout 
carried by the body; a plunger mounted to 
slide in the spout; a lever pivotally con 
nected to the plunger, the lever being full 
crumed on the body and being mounted to 
move as an entity transversely of its length; 
an actuating member pivotally connected 
with the lever and constituting a means for 
tilting the lever on its fulcrum, thereby to 
advance the plunger, the lever and the body 
being provided with interlocking elements 
which coact to hold the plunger in ad 
vanced position when the lever moves trans 
versely; and a spring operatively connected 
with the actuating member and constituting 
at different times a means for retracting the 
plunger and a means for holding the inter 
locking elements interengaged. 

3. An oil can comprising a body; a spout 
carried by the body; a plunger mounted to 
slide in the spout; a lever pivotally con 
nected to the plunger, the lever being full 
crumed upon the body and being mounted 
to move as an entity transversely of its 
length; an actuating member pivotally con 
nected with the lever and constituting a 
means for tilting the lever on its fulcrum 
thereby to advance the plunger, the lever 
and the body being provided with interlock 
ing elements which coact to hold the plunger 
in advanced position when the lever moves 
transversely; a spring operatively connected 
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with the actuating member and constituting In testimony that I claim the foregoing 
at different times a means for retracting the as my own I have hereto affixed my signa 
plunger and a means for holding the inter- ture in the presence of two witnesses. 
locking elements interengaged; and a closure ELAS B. ROSE. 
yieldably supported on the plunger and co- Witnesses: 
acting with the spout when the lever moves J. A. HowARD, 
transversely. ELLIS LAIRD. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


