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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PATRICK H. CONGER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Water-
loo, in the countyof Black Hawk and State of
Jowa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Seal-Locks; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
locks, and particularly to improvements in
that class thereof known as seal locks, that
is, those which are adapted for locking and
sealing the doors of freight cars, warehouses,
refrigerators, and the like, and it consists in
an improved seal lock, the construction and
arrangement of the parts of which will be
hereinafter fully described and particularly
pointed out in the claims.

Seal locks have been in general use for
many years, and many kinds of them are now
upon the market. A great number of these
locks operate upon the prineiple of the ordi-
nary padlock, and have pivoted locking bars
such as are used in the same. A number of
other seal locks are made of fusible material,
so that when once applied they can only be
removed by the application of heat. Still
another class of seal locks is that which con-
sists of a bolt provided with some automatic
locking or sealing device, which is to be ap-
plied after the bolt has been put in position,

.and will then serve to prevent the bolt from

being withdrawn until the locking or sealing
deviece has been broken, or otherwise de-
stroyed. It is to this latter class of seal locks
that my present invention belomgs.

The objects of my invention are to provide
a seal lock which will be simpler in construe-
tion, more easily and cheaply manufactured,
more readily applied, and occasion less loss
through the breaking of the parts naturally
destroyed in its use, than any lock now upon
the market, while at the same time affording
a secure fastening to the door or other object
on which it is placed.

"In aceomplishing the objects of my inven-
tion I use a locking bolt having a slot ex-
tending entirely across one end of the same,
said slot being rounded at its inner end so as
to form an undereut surface. Through the
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bottom of this slot projects the end of a spring
pressed bolt. The seal used is a piece of
metal, cast, fusible, or otherwise, which has a
rounded upper end adapted to be inserted
into the rounded undercut portion of the slot
in the locking bolt, and also has a notch cut
in its rounded upper end which is adapted to
be engaged by the spring pressed latch above
mentioned. When the seal is to be applied
to.the lock, it is inserted into the slotted lower
end of the bolt, and pressed forward through
the same until the spring-pressed bolt, which
has been forced up to a level with the upper
surface of the slot at the entrance of the seal,
springsdownward and engages with the notch
at the top of the seal, when the seal issecurely
locked in position. The bolt can now only
be removed by destroying the seal, as by
breakage. ) e

. My invention is fully illustrated in the
drawings which accompany and form a part
of this applieation, in which the same refer-
ence numerals refer to thesame or correspond-

‘ing parts,and in which—

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a
portion of a freight car, showing the door of
the same closed and locked with my improved
seal lock. Fig. 2 is an enlarged elevation of
my improved lock, the retaining chain being
removed therefrom. Fig. 3 is a section of the
same on the line X—X, Fig. 2, showing the
location and operation of the spring-pressed
locking latch. Fig. 4 is a section of the bolt
with theseal removed. Fig. 5 isa detail view
of the seal.

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the
side of a freight car, in which is hinged the
door 2, which is shown as closed.

3 is an ordinary basp attached to the door,
and is shown as passed over the staple 4, se-
cured in the side of the car in the usual man-
ner.

5 is a staple placed on the side of the car,
in which isheld one end of theretaining chain
6, the other end of which passes through an
aperture in the enlarged upper end of the
locking bolt 7, thus securely holding said bolt,
and preventing it from falling away from the
car when it is not in use.

The locking bolt 7 is formed at its lower
end with the transverse slot 8, the lower por-
tion of which slot is rounded, as shown at 9.
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This slot is for the reception of the seal,and
may be of any depth desired. Its form may
also be modified in accordance with the form
used for the seal, and I do not restrict myself
to the form shown. A longitudinal central
hole 10 is bored in the lower end of the bolt,
in whieh is seated the spring-pressed latch 11,
which lateh is held by the spring in such a
manner that its end protrudes slightly into
the rounded lower end of slot 8.

The seal 12, which is shown in Fig. 5, is a
thin piece of metal provided with a rounded
upper end 13, one face of which is inclined,
as shown at 14. In this rounded upper end
is formed a notch 15, adapted to receive the
spring-pressed lateh 11, and immediately be-
low the upper end there is formed an aper-
ture 16. This aperture is used for the sake
of lightness in construection, and because it
facilitates the ready breaking of the seal when
it is desired to remove the bolt. The seal
itself is preferably made of cast iron, and re-
moved by breakage, but it may also be made
of fusible metal, if desired. Its size is suffi-
cient to enable any desired lettering to be
used on its surface. I do not limit myself
tothe form of seal shown, though T have found
that form very convenient.

In operation, the bolt 7 is passed through
the end of the staple, after the hasp has been
put over the same, and the seal is then insert-
ed into the slot 8 formed on the lower end of
the bolt. The inclined face 14 of the seal

pushes up the spring-pressed locking lateh 11,
at the entrance of the seal, and the same is
held up by the passage of the seal through
the slot 8, until the noteh 15 arrives in po-
sition below the spring - pressed latch, when
the lateh will fall and engage with the said
notch, and prevent the seal being removed

without being destroyed. This is usually
accomplished by breaking the same, but in
case the seal is made of fusible metal, by the
application of heat.

It will be seen that my lock is of the sim-
plest construction possible, and thatin its use
there is but little loss, as the only loss occa-
sioned by its use is that of the seal, and this
being made of cast metal, and being of a sim-
ple form so that it can be easily made, is very
slight. ,

_Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a seal lock, the combination with a
bolt having a slot extending across its end,
said slot being rounded at its inner end so as
to form an under-cut surface, of a spring
pressed locking latch seated in the bottom of
the slot, and a seal having a notched rounded
upperend, adapted to be inserted in said slot
and locked in position therein, substantially
as deseribed.

2. In a seal lock, the combination with a
bolt 7, having a slot 8 extending across its
end, said slot being rounded at its inner end
9 so as to form an nnder-cut surface, of a
spring pressed locking latch 10, seated in the
bottom of the slot, and a seal 12 having a
rounded upper end, one face 14 of which is
inclined, and in which the notch 15 is ecut,
adapted to be inserted in said slot and locked
in position therein, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

PATRICK H. CONGER.

Witnesses:
J. W. LOoGAN,
R. K. OpELL.
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