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Description
Technical field

[0001] The present invention relates to an assembly
for selecting matching colours to base colours of user
articles, e.qg. clothing articles and/or furniture articles, the
assembly comprising a substrate provided with a plurality
of selection areas that have mutually differing selection
colours among which are the matching colours, wherein
the assembly further comprises a cover having a first
main surface provided with a first base colour, and hav-
ing, opposite to the first main surface, a second main
surface, the cover further being provided with a window,
wherein the assembly is provided with holding means for
holding the cover to the substrate, wherein the window
and the holding means are arranged for holding the cover
to the substrate in afirst cover positionwherein, by means
of the window, at least one selection area is exposed
having a matching colour that matches, based on a pre-
determined matching method, the first base colour. The
invention further relates to a user article, e.g. a clothing
article and/or a furniture article. The invention further re-
lates to a mobile phone. The invention also relates to a
method of selecting matching colours to base colours of
user articles, e.g. clothing articles and/or furniture arti-
cles.

Background art

[0002] A prospective buyer of a user article such as a
clothing article in a store usually makes various choices.
Apart from e.g. type and size of the clothing article, a
choice is made related to a colour of the clothing article.
The clothing article can e.g. be available in different col-
our schemes or in only one colour scheme. A colour
scheme can contain only one colour, or may contain a
plurality of different colours. In both cases, a main factor
that determines the choice for a certain colour is whether
that colour matches another colour, e.g. a colour of an-
other clothing article. Experience has shown that rela-
tively few people are able to combine various colours
really well. However, matching methods for assisting a
user choosing a colour of a clothing article have not been
available to the user in a convenient way.

[0003] Patentspecification GB 1,153,441 shows a de-
vice having a mask and having a display provided with
colour samples. The device of GB 1,153,441 can be used
for displaying available colours of a certain type of paint.
A mask is provided for the certain type of paint. If a pro-
spective buyer wants to match two different types of paint,
the buyer can superimpose the covers available for both
types of paint and see what colours are available for both
types of paint. Thus, it can be determined whether a col-
our wherein one type of paint is available matches a col-
our wherein another type of paint is available.

[0004] However, when matching two different types of
paint by using the device of GB 1,153,441, the user can
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only be assisted in selecting two colours that match be-
cause they are the same. Thus, the matching method
enabled by the device of GB 1,153,441 can only be based
on selection of the same colours. Applying such a match-
ing method to clothing articles - or to other articles - would
lead a buyer only to combinations of articles that have
the same colour. Thus, the device of GB 1,153,441 only
enables one specific method of selecting a matching col-
our. Furthermore, when selecting matching colours, two
superimposed masks are necessary when using the de-
vice of GB 1,153,441.

[0005] DE 3033797 A1 relates to a device for deter-
mining colour combinations between a base colour pro-
vided on the surface of a template and a number of dif-
ferent colours provided on a colour map. The template
comprises a number of openings arranged such that
when the template is placed on top of the colour map
only the colours through the openings remain visible. The
template can be reversed to show a different set of col-
ours.

Disclosure of the invention

[0006] It is an aim of the present invention to provide
an improved assembly and method that enables a user
to select matching colours to base colours based on a
predetermined matching method.

[0007] According to an aspect of the invention, there
is provided an assembly for selecting matching colours
to base colours, preferably of user articles, e.g. clothing
articles and/or furniture articles, the assembly comprising
a substrate provided with a plurality of selection areas
that have mutually differing selection colours among
which are the matching colours, wherein the assembly
further comprises a cover having afirst main surface pro-
vided with a first base colour, and having, opposite to the
first main surface, a second main surface, the cover fur-
ther being provided with a window, wherein the assembly
is provided with holding means for holding the cover to
the substrate, wherein the window and the holding means
are arranged for holding the cover to the substrate in a
first cover position wherein, by means of the window, at
least one selection area is, preferably selectively, ex-
posed having a matching colour that matches, based on
a predetermined matching method, the first base colour,
wherein the second main surface is provided with a sec-
ond base colour different from the first base colour, and
the window and the holding means are arranged for hold-
ing the cover to the substrate in a second cover position
wherein, by means of the window, at least one selection
area is, preferably selectively, exposed having a match-
ing colour that matches, based on a predetermined
matching method, the second base colour, wherein,
when the cover is in the first cover position, the first main
surface faces away from the substrate so that it is visible
to a user of the assembly, and, when the cover is in the
second cover position, the second main surface faces
away from the substrate so that it is visible to a user of
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the assembly.

[0008] An assembly comprising a cover may thus be
provided that can be used in two different cover positions.
In the first cover position, one or more matching colours
to the first base colour may be selected. In the second
cover position, one or more matching colours to the sec-
ond base colour may be selected. The assembly may
thus provide to a user a relatively convenient way to se-
lect colours that match the first base colour and/or the
second base colour, needing only a single cover. It may
thus be appreciated that both main sides of the cover
can be used for selecting a matching colour to a base
colour. It may be appreciated that said exposing of at
least one selection area, with the cover in the first or
second cover position, preferably is selective. Hence,
with the cover in the first or second cover position, the
cover may also cover a number of selection areas.
[0009] The assembly may comprise, in an embodi-
ment, a plurality of covers, e.g. two or three covers. Cov-
ers of said plurality of covers preferably have mutually
differently formed windows. Preferably, each cover is
provided with two base colours that are different from
base colours of other covers of the plurality of covers.
Preferably, three pairs of a first base colour and a second
base colour of three respective covers form together six
mutually different base colours. Thus, in an embodiment,
relatively few covers may be needed to select matching
colours to base colours that are mutually different. The
cover is preferably formed as a card having the first main
surface and the second main surface. The first main sur-
face and the second main surface may be provided re-
spectively on opposing surfaces of the card. Preferably,
the substrate and the cover are designed to be moveable
with respect to each other.

[0010] The assembly of the invention may be used in
for example the following applications:

- in fashion, to advise users which colours he or she
can wear to match a main piece of clothing in a base
colour, i.e. to assist the user to select other clothing
articles or accessories in matching colours e.g. ac-
cording to the latest trends;

- ininterior decoration, to advise users who have se-
lected one colour as base colour for e.g. walls of a
room, which colours can be used for the other walls,
furniture, decorative pieces etc, to obtain a matching
colour palette; and/or

- toenhance safety, e.g. to advise users which colour
combinations make a person or an object stand out
in agiven environment, so that it can be avoided that
the person or object is hit or struck by accident.

[0011] The base colour may e.g. be atrend colour, e.g.
a colour according to a recent trend. However, the base
colour may alternatively be another colour, e.g. a colour
preferred by a user for another reason than a recent
trend.

[0012] Preferably, the cover defines or has a center,
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e.g. a central axis or a central point, of the cover, wherein
at least a portion of the window is positioned asymmet-
rically with respect to the center, so that, in the first cover
position, at least one selection area, preferably at least
two, at least three, at least four, or at least five selection
areas, is exposed that is not exposed in the second cover
position. Preferably, the centeris positioned similarly with
respect to the substrate in both the first cover position
and the second cover position. As a result of the at least
one selection area preferably being only visible in one of
the first and second cover position, at least one of the
matching colours preferably is different in the second
cover position compared to the first cover position. Thus,
a distinction in at least one of the matching colour may
be realised when comparing matching colours of the first
base colour with matching colours of the second base
colour. Hence, with the cover in the first cover position,
a set of matching colours may be exposed that is different
from a set of matching colours that is exposed with the
cover in the second cover position.

[0013] It may be appreciated that, when a number of
the selection areas that are visible only for one specific
cover position is increased, a contrast between selected
colours for one base colour compared to another base
colour may be enhanced. Therefore, preferably, the cov-
er defines a center, e.g. a central axis or a central point,
of the cover, wherein the window is positioned asymmet-
rically with respect to the center, so that each selection
area that is exposed in the second cover position is cov-
ered, e.g. is not visible, in the first cover position. Pref-
erably, the center is positioned similarly with respect to
the substrate in both the first cover position and the sec-
ond cover position.

[0014] It may, alternatively or additionally, be appreci-
ated that one or more selection colour are visible in both
the first cover position and the second cover position.
Therefore, preferably, the cover defines a center, e.g. a
central axis or a central point, of the cover, wherein a
portion of the window is positioned substantially symmet-
rically with respect to the center, so that, in the first cover
position, at least one selection area is exposed that is
also exposed in the second cover position. Preferably,
the center is positioned similarly with respect to the sub-
strate in both the first cover position and the second cover
position.

[0015] The selection areas may optionally be arranged
along arrays, e.g. rows and/or columns. The arrays may
extend in parallel with the central axis. In case there is
an odd number of arrays, a single central array can be
defined when the cover is held by the substrate. The cen-
tral array may at least partly coincide with the central axis
when the cover is held by the substrate. Then, a window
portion that at least partly coincides with the central axis
may expose a selection area of the central array that is
exposed irrespective whether the cover is in the first cov-
er position or in the second cover position. Alternatively,
there may optionally be provided an even number of ar-
rays, that are preferably aligned with the central axis.
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[0016] Preferably, the window may be provided with a
plurality of window portions, e.g. sub-windows, that are
mutually spaced apart. In an embodiment, the window
may be provided with six window portions, e.g. sub-win-
dows, that are mutually spaced apart. Such designs are
considered practically valuable by enabling a convenient
amount of matching colours to a user.

[0017] In an embodiment, the substrate is provided
with the holding means. Preferably, the holding means
comprise a guide for guiding the cover towards, e.g. in a
direction along the central axis, the first cover position
with the first main surface facing away from the substrate,
and for guiding the cover towards, e.g. in adirection along
the central axis, the second cover position with the sec-
ond main surface facing away from the substrate. In par-
ticular, the substrate comprises an edge portion that is
provided with at least one groove that forms the guide.
[0018] Preferably, the substrate is provided with a pro-
tective coating that covers the selection colours and/or
the selection areas. Such a coating may help the sub-
strate to be resistant against frequent contact with the
cover and/or other objects. As the substrate may be used
with various covers, durability of especially the substrate
may be appreciated.

[0019] Inanembodiment, outer dimensions of the sub-
strate in a direction parallel with an array of the selection
areas of the substrate may be substantially similar to cor-
responding outer dimensions of a mobile phone. The
substrate may optionally be substantially rectangular, op-
tionally with rounded corners. A width of the substrate
may e.g. be at most ten centimeter, e.g. approximately
eight centimeter. A length of the substrate, measured in
a direction transverse to a measuring direction of said
width, may e.g. be at most fourteen centimeter, e.g. in
between eleven and twelve centimeter. As a result, the
substrate can be carried by a user relatively easily. In
another embodiment, the substrate and cover(s) may be
of credit card size.

[0020] Inanembodiment, the assembly may comprise
orientation means for defining the correct orientation of
the cover with respect to the substrate in the first and
second cover positions. For example the holding means
comprise a snap-fit connection for holding the cover to
the substrate and thereby defining the first cover position
and the second cover position. Thus, it may be promoted
that the correct selection colours are exposed. Optional-
ly, the snap-fit connection is formed by a cavity, e.g. re-
cess or a hole, in the cover that is designed to cooperate
with a corresponding projection comprised by the sub-
strate. Alternatively or additionally, the snap-fit connec-
tion may be formed by a cavity, e.g. a recess or a hole,
in the substrate that is designed to cooperate with a cor-
responding projection comprised by the cover. A cover
formed as a flexible plastic card may be preferred for
obtaining the snap-fit connection. Alternatively, or addi-
tionally, an indicator may be provided on the cover to
indicate for example a top side thereof, as orientation
means.
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[0021] In an embodiment, the substrate may be com-
bined with a storage compartment for storing the one or
more covers provided with the base colours. The sub-
strate may for example be provided on a front side of a
box-like element forming the storage compartment for
the cover(s). In this way, it can be enabled that the user
has various, e.g. all, possible covers with base colours
athand. Also, it can be avoided that covers are easily lost.
[0022] According to an aspect of the invention, the as-
sembly further comprises a user article, e.g. a clothing
article and/or a furniture.

[0023] According to an aspect of the invention, there
is provided a mobile phone provided with an assembly
according to the invention.

[0024] According to an aspect of the invention, there
is provided a method of selecting matching colours to
base colours, preferably of user articles, e.g. clothing ar-
ticles and/or furniture articles, the method comprising: -
providing a substrate provided with a plurality of selection
areas that have mutually differing selection colours
among which are the matching colours; - providing a cov-
er having a first main surface provided with a first base
colour, preferably of a first user article, and having, op-
posite to the first main surface, a second main surface,
the cover further being provided with a window; - holding
the cover to the substrate in afirst cover position wherein,
by means of the window, at least one selection area is,
preferably selectively, exposed having a matching colour
that matches, based on a predetermined matching meth-
od, the first base colour, wherein, when the cover is in
the first cover position, the first main surface faces away
from the substrate so that it is visible to a user of the
assembly; - holding the cover to the substrate in a second
cover position wherein, by means of the window, at least
one selection area is, preferably selectively, exposed
having a matching colour that matches, based on a pre-
determined matching method, a second base colour dif-
ferent from the first base colour, preferably of a second
user article, wherein the second main surface is provided
with the second base colour, wherein, when the cover is
in the second cover position, the second main surface
faces away from the substrate so that it is visible to a
user of the assembly.

[0025] It may be appreciated that said exposing of at
least one selection area, with the cover in the first or
second cover position, preferably is selective. Hence,
with the cover in the first or second cover position, the
cover may also cover a number of selection areas.
[0026] In an embodiment, the method further compris-
es:- combining the first user article with a further user
article, e.g. a further clothing article and/or a further fur-
niture article, having a selected matching colour that
matches, based on the predetermined matching method,
the first base colour; and/or - combining the second user
article with a further user article, e.g. a further clothing
article and/or a further furniture article, having a selected
matching colour that matches, based on the predeter-
mined matching method, the second base colour.
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[0027] Preferably, the method is carried out by means
of an assembly according to the invention.

[0028] Features ofembodimentdisclosed above foran
aspect may be combined with embodiments or features
disclosed for one or more other aspects.

Brief description of the drawings

[0029] The invention will be further elucidated by
means of the following description and the appended fig-
ures.

Figure 1A shows, in an embodiment according to the
invention, a perspective view of an assembly for se-
lecting matching colours to base colours of clothing
articles;

Figure 1B shows a substrate of the assembly of fig-
ure 1A without a cover;

Figure 1C shows a cross-sectional view of an as-
sembly along a cross-section indicated in figure 1A.
Figure 2A shows a colour circle having four quad-
rants;

Figure 2B shows a schematic representation of a
square filled with family colours;

Figure 3 schematically shows, inan embodiment ac-
cording to the invention, a view of an assembly for
selecting matching colours to base colours of cloth-
ing articles, said view being transparent through a
cover of the assembly;

Figure 4A shows, in a cross-sectional view, a further
embodiment of an assembly according to the inven-
tion;

Figure 4B shows a perspective view of the substrate
of the assembly in the further embodiment;

Figure 5A shows, in an embodiment according to the
invention, an assembly comprising a substrate and
acover, while the cover is being slid through a groove
towards a first or second cover position;

Figure 5B shows an assembly with a cover held in
a first or second cover position;

Figure 5C shows the cover of figures 5A and 5B;
Figure 6A shows main sides of a first cover;

Figure 6B shows main sides of a second cover;
Figure 6C shows main sides of a third cover; and
Figure 6D shows main sides of a fourth cover.

Definitions

[0030] As used herein, with "window" may be meant
one or a combination of more than one apertures, gaps,
glazed holes or the like in a non-transparent cover.
[0031] As used herein, with "sub-window" may be
meant one of the apertures, gaps, glazed holes or the
like of the window.

[0032] As used herein, with "window portion" may be
meant one or a combination of more than one, but not
all of, the sub-windows, apertures, gaps, glazed holes or
the like of the window.
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Modes for carrying out the invention

[0033] The presentinvention will be described with re-
spect to particular embodiments and with reference to
certain drawings but the invention is not limited thereto
but only by the claims. The drawings described are only
schematic and are non-limiting. In the drawings, the size
of some of the elements may be exaggerated and not
drawn on scale for illustrative purposes. The dimensions
and the relative dimensions do not necessarily corre-
spond to actual reductions to practice of the invention.
[0034] Furthermore, the terms first, second, third and
the like in the description and in the claims, are used for
distinguishing between similar elements and not neces-
sarily for describing a sequential or chronological order.
The terms are interchangeable under appropriate cir-
cumstances and the embodiments of the invention can
operate in other sequences than described or illustrated
herein.

[0035] Moreover, the terms top, bottom, over, under
and the like in the description and the claims are used
for descriptive purposes and not necessarily for describ-
ing relative positions. The terms so used are interchange-
able under appropriate circumstances and the embodi-
ments of the invention described herein can operate in
other orientations than described or illustrated herein.
[0036] The term "comprising", used in the claims,
should not be interpreted as beingrestricted to the means
listed thereafter; it does not exclude other elements or
steps. It needs to be interpreted as specifying the pres-
ence of the stated features, integers, steps or compo-
nents as referred to, but does not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps
or components, or groups thereof. Thus, the scope of the
expression "a device comprising means A and B" should
not be limited to devices consisting only of components
A and B. It means that with respect to the present inven-
tion, the only relevant components of the device are A
and B.

[0037] Embodiments are described herein with refer-
ence to a clothing article. However, such embodiments
can optionally be applied more generally for other user
articles as well, e.g. for furniture articles. The term "cloth-
ing article" may e.g. refer to a shoe, a blouse, a pair of
trousers, a necklace, an earring, a hat, a skirt, or the like,
or combinations thereof. The term "furniture article" may
e.g. refer to a sofa, a carpet, a chair, a lamp, a curtain,
or the like, or combinations thereof. The selection of
matching colours to base colours of clothing articles
and/or furniture articles by means of embodiments of the
invention may especially be appreciated. Such selec-
tions have to be made by a user relatively often, e.g.
weekly or even daily, during a certain period of time.
Then, arelatively easy choice of clothing and/or furniture
articles may in particular be appreciated. Furthermore,
selecting the right colours for clothing articles and/or fur-
niture articles is usually important for achieving user sat-
isfaction.
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[0038] Figure 1A shows, in an embodiment according
to the invention, a perspective view of an assembly 2 for
selecting matching colours to base colours of clothing
articles. The assembly 2 comprises a substrate 4 provid-
ed with a plurality of selection areas 5 that have mutually
differing selection colours. Among the selection colours
are the matching colours. The assembly 2 further com-
prises one or more covers 6. Figure 1B shows the sub-
strate 4 of the assembly of figure 1A without the cover 6.
Figure 1C shows a cross-sectional view of the assembly
along a cross-section A-A’ indicated in figure 1A.
[0039] The cover 6 has a first main surface 8 provided
with a first base colour. The cover 6 has, opposite to the
first main surface 8, a second main surface 9. The cover
6 may be formed as a card, having the first main surface
8 and the second main surface 9 forming both sides of
the card. In the illustration of figure 1A, the second main
surface is facing the substrate. The cover 6 is further
being provided with a window 10. In the embodiment il-
lustrated with respect to figure 1A and 1B, the window
10 comprises a plurality of window portions, here sub-
windows, that are mutually spaced apart, in this example
eight window portions 10.i (i=1, ..., 8). Alternatively, in an
embodiment, the window 10 may comprise one, two,
three, four, five, six, seven, nine, ten, or more than ten,
i.e. at least ten, window portions, which window portions
are preferably mutually spaced apart, i.e. are preferably
mutually separated. Outside the window 10, part of, or
the whole of, the first main surface may have the first
base colour.

[0040] The assembly 2 is provided with holding means
for holding the cover 6 to the substrate 4. In the embod-
iment illustrated with respect to figures 1A and 1B, the
substrate 4 is provided with the holding means 12. Figure
1A shows the cover 6 in a first cover position, wherein
the first main surface 8 faces away from the substrate 4.
Hence, in the first cover position, the first main surface
is visible to a user of the assembly. By releasing the cover
6 out of the holding means 12, turning the cover or the
holding means, and putting the cover back into the hold-
ing means so that, instead of the second main surface,
the first main surface is facing the substrate , the cover
can be putin a second cover position wherein the second
main surface 9 faces away from the substrate.

[0041] The second main surface 9 is provided with a
second base colour. Outside the window 10, part of, or
the whole of, the second main surface may have the sec-
ond base colour. The window 10 and the holding means
12 are arranged for holding the cover 6 to the substrate
in the second cover position so that, by means of the
window 10, at least one selection area is exposed having
a matching colour that matches, based on a predeter-
mined matching method, the second base colour. In the
second cover position, the second main surface faces
away from the substrate so that it is visible to a user of
the assembly. It may be clear from figure 1A that selection
areas may be selectively exposed, so that not all selec-
tion areas are exposed. A number of selection areas may
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thus be covered.

[0042] The holding means 12 may e.g. comprise a
guide for guiding the cover towards the first cover position
with the first main surface 8 facing away from the sub-
strate 4, and for guiding the cover towards the second
cover position with the second main surface 9 facing
away from the substrate 4. The substrate may e.g. com-
prise an edge portion 14 that is provided with a groove
16 that forms the guide. Such is illustrated e.g. in figure
1C. Thus, more in general, the substrate may be provided
with the holding means. Thus, the substrate may be
formed as a holder for holding a cover, in the first cover
position or in the second cover position.

[0043] The substrate maye.g. have a substantiallyrec-
tangular shape, as illustrated in the example of figures
1A-1C. The holding means 12, in particular the groove
16, may extend along at least two, in particular three,
sides of the substrate 4. Thus, the cover may be reliably
held in the groove 16. Alternatively to a rectangular
shape, the substrate may e.g. have a triangular shape.
More in general, the substrate may have a polygonal
shape. The substrate may e.g. have a substantially
square shape. One or more, e.g. all, of the corners of the
polygonally shaped substrate are preferably rounded.
Preferably, atleast one side 18 of the polygonally-shaped
substrate lacks the holding means, in particular lacks the
groove 16. Then, the cover 6 may be slid into the groove
16 via that at least one side 18. In the first and second
cover position, one and the same edge portion 19 of the
cover 6 may be positioned along the at least one side 18
that lacks the groove 16.

[0044] The holding means 12 are arranged for holding
the cover 6 to the substrate 4 in a first cover position.
Figure 1A shows an example of the first cover position.
In the first cover position, by means of the window 10,
eight selection areas 5 are exposed having a matching
colour. Please note that in another embodiment, less
than eight or more than eight selection areas 5 may be
exposed. More in general, the number of exposed selec-
tion areas 5 is preferably the same as the number of sub-
windows in the cover 6.

[0045] The matching colours of the selection areas 5
match, based on a predetermined matching method, the
first base colour. Various predetermined matching meth-
ods may be used. By way of example, a first predeter-
mined matching method is illustrated with reference to
figures 2A and 2B.

[0046] Figure 2A shows a colour circle having four
quadrants, i.e. a first quadrant 22A, a second quadrant
22B, a third quadrant 22C, and a fourth quadrant 22D.
In the colour circle, a colour number (01,...,36) may be
assigned to each colour C. The first quadrant 22A may
contain colours C.i (i=01,...,09) in a range from red to
yellow. Colour C.01 may correspond to red. Colour C.09
may correspond to yellow. The second quadrant 22B
may contain colours C.i (i=10,...,18) in a range from yel-
low to green. Colour C.18 may correspond to green. The
third quadrant 22C may contain colours C.i (i=19,...,27)
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in a range from green to blue. Colour C.27 may corre-
spond to blue. The fourth quadrant 22D may contain col-
ours C.i (i=28,...,36) in a range from blue to magenta.
Colour C.36 may correspond to magenta. Colours in the
first and second quadrant may be regarded as relatively
warm colours. Colours in the third and fourth quadrant
may be regarded as relatively cold colours. A base colour,
e.g. the first base colour and/or the second base colour,
may be choosen from the colours C.i (i=1,...,36).

[0047] Colours may be expressed in various ways. For
example, a colour may be defined by means of a colour
angle a along the colour circle. A colour having number
05 may have a colour angle of 50 degrees. Additionally,
the colour may be defined by means of a colour intensity
and/or by means of a luminance level. Said colour inten-
sity may e.g. be expressed on a scale from 1 to 100. It
is additionally noted that various standardised colour
characterisation schemes are known, e.g. schemes
known to the skilled person as HCL, CMYK, Pantone,
and RGB. It may thus be clear that representation of col-
ours having fixed numbers 1,...,36 along the colour circle
may be considered as an example to illustrate various
predetermined matching methods of colours. Ifreference
to a certain colour along the colour circle is made to il-
lustrate a matching method, said illustrated matching
method may also be carried out for a base colour that is
equal to a colour on the colour circle adjacent to that
certain colour, e.g. having a colour angle that is within a
range of +/- five degrees with respect to a colour angle
o of said certain colour.

[0048] Matching colours may be combined to base col-
ours in various ways. In a first variant of the first prede-
termined matching method, matching colours may be
combined to base colours approximately monochromat-
ically. Such combining may comprise selecting one or
more matching colours to a base colour, wherein the
matching colours are slightly different from the base col-
our. Hence, the selecting may comprises selecting one
or more nuances of the base colour. Each of the 36 col-
ours C.i(i=01,...,36) may comprises a colour family. Such
a colour family may comprise various nuancing colours
of the colour 36.i. Combinations within a colour family
may be regarded as monochromatic combinations. A col-
ourfamily may e.g. comprise eight nuancing colours. Fig-
ure 2B shows a schematic representation of a rectangle
38 filled with family colours F.j (j=1,...,8). Said family col-
ours F.j form nuancing colours of a base colour, which
base colour may e.g. be equal to a colour C.01 of the
colour circle shown in figure 2A. In order to select match-
ing colours, here nuancing colours, to a base colour, e.g.
equal to colour C.01, colours of the colour circle may be
selected that are, in the colour circle, successive or pre-
ceding to the base colour. Thus, for example, matching
colours F.j (j=29,...,36) or F. (j=2,..,9) or F,
(j=33,...35,02,...,06) may be selected to match a base
colour equal to colour C.01. Alternatively or additionally,
family colours F.j may be selected among colours of a
colour family that have a colour number that is twice as
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large or twice as small as a colour number of the base
colour in acolourfamily. Alternatively or additionally, fam-
ily colours may be selected from colours of a colour family
that, when summed with the colour number of the base
colour, are equal to eight or a multiple of eight. It may be
appreciated thatone or more matching colours combined
with a base colour according to the first variant of the
predetermined matching method, in one or more clothing
articles, may enable realising a relatively elegant look.
[0049] In a second variant of the first predetermined
matching method, matching colours may be combined
to base colours approximately analogously. Such anal-
ogous combining may comprise selecting a matching col-
our that is positioned on the colour circle next to the base
colour to which the matching colour is matched. For ex-
ample, a matching colour C.j (j=i+1) or (j=i-1) may be
selected to match a base colour C.i. Thus, the matching
colour C.j may be regarded as an analogous colour to
the base colour C.i. Analogous colours of a base colour,
i.e. matching colours obtained by means of an analogous
variant of the first predetermined matching method, may
be combined with nuancing colours of said base colour
and/or with nuancing colours of said analogous colours.
It may be appreciated that one or more matching colours
combined with a base colour according to the second
variant of the predetermined matching method, in one or
more clothing articles, may enable realising a relatively
classy and/or elegant look.

[0050] In a third variant of the first predetermined
matching method, matching colours may be combined
to base colours approximately achromatically. In this var-
iant, a base colour may be a grey colour and the one or
more matching colours may be a grey colour having a
different grey value than the base colour. It may be ap-
preciated that one or more matching colours combined
with a base colour according to the third variant of the
predetermined matching method, in one or more clothing
articles, may enable realising a relatively business-like
look.

[0051] In a fourth variant of the first predetermined
matching method, matching colours may be combined
to base colours approximately complementary. Thus,
one or more matching colours may be selected to a base
colour, said one or more matching colours being com-
plementary to said base colour. For a base colour being
approximately equal to a colour C having a number i on
the colour circle, a complementary colour may be select-
ed by adding or subtracting the number eightteen to said
colour number i. Thus, a base colour having colour
number i on the colour circle may have a complementary
colour having colour number i+18 or i-18 on the colour
circle. At least a number of nuancing colours of the com-
plementary colour may also be regarded as a comple-
mentary colour to said base colour. A complementary
colour to a base colour may also be regarded as being
acomplementary colour to at least a number of nuancing
colours of said base colour. Complementary colours of
a base colour may be combined with at least a number
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of nuancing colours of said base colour and/or with anal-
ogous colours of said base colour. Preferably, ifin a cloth-
ing article, or in a combination of clothing articles, two
complementary colours are combined with a base colour.
One of these complementary colours preferably extends
over a significantly larger part of an outer surface area
of said clothing article, or of said combination of clothing
articles, than the second complementary colour. It may
be appreciated that one or more matching colours com-
bined with a base colour according to the fourth variant
of the predetermined matching method, in one or more
clothing articles, may enable realising a relatively trendy
look.

[0052] In a second predetermined matching method,
matching colours may be combined to base colours to
form a group of two, three, four, five, six, or more than
six colours. In afirst variant of the second predetermined
matching method, matching colours may be combined
to base colours to form a group, or a subgroup, of two or
three colours. A first matching colour to a base colour
may have a colour number on the colour circle that is
twelve higher or twelve lower than a colour number of
the base colour. Additionally, a colour number of a sec-
ond matching colour may be twelve higher respectively
twelve lower than the colour number of the first matching
colour. Additionally, nuancing colours may be selected
that are nuancing to the base colour, the first matching
colour and/or the second matching colour. Preferably, no
analogous colours are selected that are analogous to the
base colour, the first matching colour, and/or the second
matching colour. Thus, e.g., agroup of three colours may
be obtained with colour numbers 08, 20, and 32, or a
group of three colours having colour number 11, 23, and
35. One colour number of one group of three colour num-
bers may be the colour number of the base colour, while
the other colour numbers may be colour numbers of the
matching colours to said base colour. Additionally to se-
lecting one or more matching colours to form a group of
two or three colours, nuancing colours may be selected
to one or more of the colours of a group of two or three
colours. If further nuancing colours are selected, the
group of two or three colours may be regarded as a sub-
group.

[0053] In a second variant of the second predeter-
mined matching method, matching colours may be com-
bined to base colours to form a group, or a subgroup, of
four, five, or six colours. A first matching colour to a base
colour may have a colour number on the colour circle
that is six higher or six positions than the base colour.
Additionally, a colour number of a second matching col-
our may be six higher respectively six lower than the col-
our number of the first matching colour. Additionally, a
colour number of a third matching colour may be six high-
er respectively six lower than the colour number of the
second matching colour. Additionally, a colour number
of afourth matching colour may be six higher respectively
six lower than the colour number of the third matching
colour. Additionally, a colour number of a fifth matching
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colour may be six higher respectively six lower than the
colour number of the fourth matching colour. Additionally,
nuancing colours may be selected that are nuancing to
the base colour, the first matching colour, the second
matching colour, the third matching colour, the fourth
matching colour and/or the fifth matching colour. Prefer-
ably, no analogous colours are selected that are analo-
gous to base colour, the first matching colour, the second
matching colour, the third matching colour, the fourth
matching colour and/or the fifth matching colour. Thus,
a group of four, five, or six colours may be obtained with
e.g. atleast colour numbers 06, 12, 18, 24, and optionally
also colour number 30 and/or colour number 36. If further
nuancing colours are selected, the group of four, five or
six colours may be regarded as a sub-group.

[0054] According to a further predetermined matching
method, a matching colour may be selected in order to
promote that the combination of a base colour and a
matching colour provides an easily noticeable combina-
tion. Such may e.g. be useful to enhance security of a
user of clothing having said combination of colours, e.g.
when the user takes part in traffic, e.g. on a bike or as a
pedestrian.

[0055] Various types of cover 6 may be provided. The
cover may e.g. be flexible or may be rigid. The cover may
e.g. be made of a plastic material. The cover may be
relatively thin. Inan embodiment, a thickness of the cover
is less than a thickness of the substrate. A plastic, rela-
tively thin and/or flexible cover may be appreciated in an
assembly of the cover and a clothing article, e.g. when
the clothing article is provided with the cover. The first
main surface of the cover may have a colour, e.g. the
first base colour, that is different from a colour, e.g. the
second base colour, of the second main surface.
[0056] In an embodiment, the window may be formed
by an opening in the cover. The window portions may be
formed by mutually separate apertures. The opening, in
particular the apertures, may e.g. be punched in the cov-
er. The apertures may be formed to express a logo or
mark, e.g. a logo or a mark of a provider of the cover. In
that way, the user may associate the cover to a brand
having the logo or the mark. Thus, creation of a brand
association may be supported. Together, the apertures
may form the opening.

[0057] Alternatively, the window may be formed by a
transparent part of the cover. Then, the window portions
may be formed by portions of said transparent part. The
window may, alternatively, be formed by a transparent
part of the cover and by an opening in the cover. In an
embodiment, the cover may comprise a transparent
plate, e.g. substantially made of glass and/or a transpar-
ent plastic. The transparent plate may be flexible or may
be rigid. The transparent plate may be provided with a
coating wherein one or more gaps are provided that form
the window. Thus, positions on the cover where no coat-
ing is provided may define the window. Such position are
preferably surrounded by coated parts. Preferably, the
cover is provided with a first coating on the first main



15 EP 2 641 748 B1 16

surface and with a second coating on the second main
surface. Both coatings may be similar to each other. How-
ever, said coatings may have different colours in case
the coatings define respectively the firstand second base
colour. In particular, a window defined by the first coating
may be similar to a window defined by the second coat-
ing. In an embodiment, the coating is removable. Thus,
an earlier coating having an earlier window may be re-
placed by a later coating having a later window that is
different from the earlier window. The coating may e.g.
be applied to the cover by means of a printing method.

[0058] Various types of substrate may be used. The
substrate may e.g. be substantially made of a plastic ma-
terial or of cardboard. Outer dimensions of the substrate
in a direction parallel with an array of the selection areas
of the substrate may e.g. be substantially similar to cor-
responding outer dimensions of a mobile phone. In an
embodiment, there may be provided a mobile phone pro-
vided with the cover 6 and/or the substrate 4. The sub-
strate 6 may be conformal with an outer surface of a
backside of a mobile phone. Thus, the substrate may be
attached to the backside of the mobile phone. The se-
lection areas may face away from the mobile phone.
Hence, the selection areas may be visible to a user of
the mobile phone.

[0059] The selection areas may be substantially rec-
tangular or square. Thus, a relatively large part of the
surface can be covered by selection colours. Alternative-
ly or additionally, the selection areas may be formed to
express a logo or mark, e.g. a logo or a mark of a provider
of the substrate. At some of the edges of the substrate,
the substrate may comprise grooves or slots 16 wherein
a cover can be slid, e.g. into the first cover position or
the second cover position. If the cover is slid in the
grooves or slots into the first or second cover position,
matching colours may be visible to a user that match the
first respectively second base colour. The substrate may
be provided with a protective coating that covers the se-
lection colours and the selection areas.

[0060] Figure 3 schematically shows, in an embodi-
ment according to the invention, a view of an assembly
2 for selecting matching colours to base colours of cloth-
ing articles, said view being transparent through a cover
6 ofthe assembly. The assembly 2 comprises a substrate
4 provided with a plurality of selection areas 5 that have
mutually differing selection colours. Among the selection
colours are the matching colours.

[0061] The assembly 2 further comprises a cover 6. In
an embodiment; the cover 6 may be substantially rectan-
gular. An outer dimension, e.g. awidth W, of the substrate
6inadirection parallel with an array of the selection areas
of the substrate may e.g. be substantially similar to a
corresponding outer dimension, e.g. a width, of a mobile
phone. A length of another dimension, e.g. a length L, of
the substrate, measured in a direction transverse to a
measuring direction of said width W, may e.g. be sub-
stantially similar to a corresponding outer dimension, e.g.
alength, of a mobile phone. Hence, the substrate can be
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carried by a user relatively easily.

[0062] The cover is provided with the window 10, pref-
erably comprising a plurality of sub-windows, e.g. aper-
tures, 10.i (1,...,6). Such sub-windows may, more in gen-
eral, be regarded as window portions. Additionally, a
combination of sub-windows may be regarded as a win-
dow portion.

[0063] The cover maydefine a center of the cover, here
a central axis 40 of the cover 6. The central axis 40 may
be imaginary. The central axis 40 may be positioned in
between edges of the cover that extend along holding
means 12 of the substrate 4. Thus, the central axis 40
may be defined. At least a portion of the window may be
positioned asymmetrically with respect to the central axis
40.

[0064] Figure 3 shows the cover in the first cover po-
sition wherein the first main surface 8 of the cover 6 faces
away from the substrate 6 so that it is visible to a user of
the assembly. In the second cover position, the second
main surface of the cover that is positioned opposite to
the first main surface, faces away from the substrate so
that it is visible to a user of the assembly.

[0065] In the example of figure 3, sub-windows 10.2,
10.3, and 10.6 are positioned asymmetrically with re-
spect to the central axis 10.4. Thus, selection areas 5
visible through window portions 10.2, 10.3, and 10.6 with
the cover positioned in the first cover position, are not
visible with the cover in the second cover position.
[0066] In the example of figure 3, sub-window 10.1 is
positioned symmetrically with respect to the central axis
40. Thus, a selection area that is exposed through the
sub-window 10.1 is visible to a user when the cover is in
the first or the second cover position. Furthermore, the
combination of sub-windows 10.4 and 10.5 may be re-
garded as a single window portion. This single window
portion is positioned substantially symmetrically with re-
spect to the central axis 40, e.g. within three millimeter
of a symmetrical position. Thus, the selection areas that
are exposed through the single window portion 10.4, 10.5
are visible to a user, irrespective of whether the cover is
in the first cover position or in the second cover position.
[0067] The selection areas may, as illustrated in figure
3, e.g. be arranged in columns 44. The central axis 40
may, in the first or second cover position, e.g. partly co-
incide with a central column of selection areas 5. The
columns 44 may extend in parallel with the central axis.
Preferably, there is provided an odd number of columns,
so that a central column 44C can be defined. The central
column may at least partly coincide with the central axis
44, Then, a window portion 10.1 that at least partly co-
incides with the central axis 44 may expose a selection
area 5 of the central column that is exposed irrespective
whether the cover is in the first cover position or in the
second cover position.

[0068] In the illustration of figure 3, the substrate 4 is
provided with the holding means 12. The holding means
may comprise the guide 16. The guide may be aligned
with the central axis 40. Hence, the guide may be ar-
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ranged for guiding the cover in a direction along the cen-
tral axis towards, or from, the first cover position or to-
wards, or from, the second cover position. The cover may
be provided with an orientation indication 42 for indicating
a desired orientation of the cover when held to the sub-
strate. The orientation indication 42 may be provided on
the first main surface and/or on the second main surface.
Thus, a probability of exposing undesired selection areas
through the window may be reduced. Alternatively or ad-
ditionally, the holding means may comprise a shap-fit
connection for holding the cover to the substrate. Such
a snap-fit connection may be formed by the cover and/or
the substrate.

[0069] Figure 4A shows, in a cross-sectional view, a
further embodiment of an assembly 2 according to the
invention. Figure 4B shows a perspective view of the sub-
strate of the assembly in the further embodiment. Figures
4Aand 4B show the substrate 4 provided with the plurality
of selection areas, schematically indicated with reference
number 5. The cross-section of figure 4A is indicated in
figure 4B by means of dashed line B-B’. Figure 4A further
shows the cover 6 having the first main surface and, op-
posite to the first main surface, the second main surface,
the cover further being provided with the window. Figures
4A and 4B also shows the holding means 12 having the
groove 16. The holding means 12 are arranged for hold-
ing the cover 6 to the substrate 4 in a first cover position
or a second cover position. In the further embodiment,
the substrate 4 is combined with the holding means 12.
In the further embodiment, the substrate 4 may be com-
bined with a storage compartment 50 for storing one or
more covers 6. Thus, the substrate 4 may be provided
with the storage compartment 50. The storage compart-
ment may e.g. extend along a backside 52 of the sub-
strate 6. Thus, more in general, the storage compartment
50 may extend along a main side 52 of the substrate that
is opposite to a main side of the substrate thatis provided
with the at least one selection area 5.

[0070] The storage compartment may be formed by a
side wall 54. The side wall 54 may extend along the main
side 52 of the substrate. The side wall 54 may be provided
with awall aperture 56. The wall aperture 56 may facilitate
taking a cover from the storage compartment. The wall
aperture 56 may be provided near an inlet and/or outlet
58 of the storage compartment 50. The side wall 54 may,
atleast partly, be transparent. Thus, a user may relatively
easily see a colour of a cover stored in the storage com-
partment 50. Such an at least partly transparent side wall
may combine well with the wall aperture, as both may
facilitate taking a desired cover out of the storage com-
partment. The wall aperture 56 and/or a transparent side
wall 54 may, optionally, be applied generally.

[0071] Figures 5A and 5B show, in an embodiment ac-
cording to the invention, an assembly 2 comprising the
substrate 4 and the cover 6. Figure 5C shows the cover
of figures 5A and 5B. Figure 5A shows the assembly 2
while the cover 6 is being slid through the groove (not
visible in figure 5 but visible in figures 1C and 4 with ref-
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erence number 16), towards the first or second cover
position. Figure 5B shows the assembly 2 with the cover
held in the first or second cover position. Figures 5A and
5B also show the window 10 having, in this example, six
sub-windows. The sub-windows may be formed to ex-
press a logo or mark, e.g. a logo or a mark of a provider
of the cover. Similarly, the selection areas 5 may be
formed to express a logo or a mark. Thus, more in gen-
eral, the sub-windows and the selection areas may have
a similar form. In particular, the sub-windows may be
formed in such a way that, with the cover in the first cover
position or in the second cover position, only exposed
selection areas are visible through the window portions.
Thus, a surface area of a sub-window may be equal to
or larger than a surface area of a selection area that is
exposed - or is to be exposed - through that sub-window.
[0072] The cover 6 may be provided with a, transparent
and/or opened, cover portion 51. The cover portion 51
may be rectangularly shaped. Information 53A may be
provided on the substrate 4, at a position that corre-
sponds with a position of the cover portion 51 when the
cover is in the first or second cover position. Thus, when
the cover 6 is positioned in the first cover position or in
the second cover position, the information 53A that is
provided on the substrate 4 may be visible to a user
through the cover portion 51. Preferably, the cover por-
tion 51 is positioned substantially symmetrically with re-
spect to a central axis of the cover 6. Then, said infor-
mation 53A may be visible with the cover 6 in the first
cover position and with the cover 6 in the second cover
position. Alternatively, the cover portion 51 may be po-
sitioned substantially asymmetrically with respect to a
central axis of the cover 6. The information on the sub-
strate may e.g. comprise a season and/or a year for which
the cover and the substrate are intended. Alternatively
or additionally, the information may comprise a logo. Said
season may e.g. be a fashion season, such as the
spring/summer season or the autumn/winter season.

[0073] A position of the cover portion 51 may be spe-
cific to certain information, e.g. a certain season and/or
a certain year. Thus, e.g., a cover 6 that is intended to
be used for a spring/summer season may have a cover
portion 51 that is positioned differently than a cover por-
tion 51 of a cover that is intended to be used for an au-
tumn/winter season. Thus, e.g., the cover portion 51 of
a cover 6 that is intended to be used for a spring/summer
season may e.g. expose information 53A comprising the
text "spring/summer" or the like, and the cover portion
51 of a cover 6 that is intended to be used for an au-
tumn/winter season may e.g. expose information 53B
comprising the text "autumn/winter" or the like. Hence,
confusing such season and/or year specific covers 6 with
each other may be prevented. Using an outdated cover
may be detected by the information 53A, 53B being com-
pletely or partly invisible, or by exposure of information
that is perceived as being wrong by the user. Thus, more
in general, a plurality of covers may be provided, said
covers having mutually differently positioned cover por-
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tions 51 that are transparent and/or opened. The cover
portions 51 may be positioned in the cover for exposing
information provided on the substrate 4 additional to the
selection areas 5, when the cover is in the first cover
position and/or in the second cover position. Hence, pref-
erably, the cover is provided with a surface part 62 that
is free of selection areas. The surface part 62 may com-
prise at least 5% and/or at most 25% of a total surface
area of the substrate 6. Said total surface would, option-
ally, in principle be available for providing selection areas
thereon. The information 53A, 53B may be provided on
said surface part 62 of the substrate 4.

[0074] Figures 6A-6D illustrate a plurality of covers,
here a group of four covers 6, of an assembly in an em-
bodiment according to the invention. The covers 6 are
provided with the window 10. Figure 6A shows the two
main sides of a first cover 6, i.e. the first main side 8 and
the second main side 9. The first main side 8 may e.g.
be provided with violet as the first base colour. The sec-
ond main side 9 may e.g. be provided with a mustard-
like colour as the second base colour.

[0075] Figure 6B shows the two main sides of a second
cover 6, i.e. the first main side 8 and the second main
side 9. The first main side 8 may e.g. be provided with
blue petrol as the first base colour. The second main side
9 may e.g. be provided with a rust-like colour as the sec-
ond base colour. Figure 6C shows the two main sides of
a third cover 6, i.e. the first main side 8 and the second
main side 9. The first main side 8 may e.g. be provided
with blue denim as the first base colour. The second main
side 9 may e.qg. be provided with rose-antique as the sec-
ond base colour. Figure 6D shows the two main sides of
a fourth cover 6, i.e. the first main side 8 and the second
main side 9. The first main side 8 may e.g. be provided
with red as the first base colour. The second main side
9 may e.g. be provided with an aubergine-like colour as
the second base colour.

[0076] The assembly 2, in one or more of the embod-
iments described above, or in another embodiment, may
be used for carrying out a variant of a method according
to the invention. Said variant comprises selecting match-
ing colours to a base colour of a clothing article. The
variant comprises providing a substrate 4 provided with
aplurality of selection areas 5 that have mutually differing
selection colours among which are the matching colours.
The variant further comprises providing a cover 6 having
a first main surface 8 provided with a first base colour of
a first clothing article, and having, opposite to the first
main surface, a second main surface 9. The cover may
be provided in combination with the clothing article. Ad-
ditionally or alternatively, the substrate may be provided
in combination with the clothing article. The cover and/or
the substrate may e.g. be attached to the clothing article.
[0077] The cover is further provided with a window.
The variant comprises holding the cover to the substrate
in a first cover position wherein, by means of the window,
at least one, e.g. six, selection area is exposed having a
matching colour that matches, based on a predetermined
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matching method, the first base colour. Thus, six match-
ing colours are exposed that may be determined by
means of a predetermined matching method.

[0078] In the first cover position, the first main surface
faces away from the substrate so that it is visible to a
user of the assembly. The variant further comprises hold-
ing the cover to the substrate in a second cover position
wherein, by means of the window, at least one selection
area is exposed having a matching colour that matches,
based on a predetermined matching method, a second
base colour of a second clothing article, wherein the sec-
ond main surface is provided with the second base col-
our. In the second cover position, the second main sur-
face faces away from the substrate so that it is visible to
a user of the assembly.

[0079] In an embodiment, the variant may comprise
combining the first clothing article with a further clothing
article having a selected matching colour that matches,
based on the predetermined matching method, the first
base colour. The embodiment may further comprise com-
bining the second clothing article with a further clothing
article having a selected matching colour that matches,
based on the predetermined matching method, the sec-
ond base colour. Thus, the user may be helped in choos-
ing fashionable and/or safe clothes.

[0080] Itmaythusbe appreciatedthat, moreingeneral,
the predetermined matching method may e.g. comprise
combining matching colours to base colours approxi-
mately monochromatically, approximately analogously,
approximately achromatically, and/or approximately
complementary. Matching colours may e.g. be combined
to base colours to form a group of two, three, four, five,
six, seven, or more than seven colours. According to a
predetermined matching method, in an embodiment, a
matching colour may be selected in order to promote that
the combination of a base colour and a matching colour
provides an easily noticeable combination.

[0081] It may thus be clear from the above that an as-
sembly in an embodiment according to the invention may
provide a convenient way of selection matching colours
to said base colours, enabling a relatively easy exposure
of matching colours to different base colours by optionally
using only a single cover.

[0082] The invention is not limited to the embodiments
and variants described above. More in general, the first
and second base colour may be chosen from a number,
e.g. six, trend colours. Such trend colours may e.g. be
determined by a provider of the cover. The trend colours
may e.g. be determined in accordance with a trend of a
year or a season. E.g., twice a year six new trend colours
may be choosen. An embodiment of a method may com-
prise manufacturing covers having new trend colours as
base colours. Similarly, twice a year a new substrate may
be manufactured. A substrate may have a setof selection
colours adjusted to said new trend colours. A relevant
year and season may be indicated on a cover and/or a
substrate. In that way, a chance for a user to use an old-
fashioned cover may be reduced. A position of a trans-
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parent and/or opened cover portion may be varied. E.g.,
the position of said cover portion in a cover may be dif-
ferent for a cover intended for a certain year and/or sea-
son, compared to a position of a cover portion in a cover
intended for another year and/or season. Preferably at
least four, e.g. four, of the matching colours may be nu-
ancing colours to the first base colour or the second base
colour. Preferably, the first main surface is provided with
an indication that indicates a type of a matching colour.
Thus, it may be indicated whether a matching colour is
a nuancing colour, a complementary colour, or another
type of colour. More than one type may be indicated for
a particular matching colour. A number of selection col-
ours and selection areas on the substrate may be choos-
en to enable a sufficiently broad spectrum of matching
colours that can be exposed in combination with one cov-
er, or in combination with a plurality of covers, e.g. three
covers. The cover may e.g. atleast comprise 36 selection
areas, preferably may comprise at least 56 selection ar-
eas.

Claims

1. Assembly (2) for selecting matching colours to base
colours of user articles, e.g. clothing articles and/or
furniture articles, the assembly comprising a sub-
strate (4) provided with a plurality of selection areas
(5) that have mutually differing selection colours
among which are the matching colours, wherein the
assembly (2) further comprises a cover (6) having a
first main surface (8) provided with afirst base colour,
and having, opposite to the first main surface, a sec-
ond main surface (9), the cover further being provid-
ed with a window (10), wherein the assembly (2) is
provided with holding means (12) for holding the cov-
er (6) to the substrate (4), wherein the window (10)
and the holding means (12) are arranged for holding
the cover (6) to the substrate (4) in a first cover po-
sition wherein the first main surface (8) faces away
from the substrate (4) so that it is visible to a user of
the assembly (2) and wherein, by means of the win-
dow (10), at least one selection area is exposed hav-
ing a matching colour that matches, based on a pre-
determined matching method, the first base colour,
wherein the second main surface (9) is provided with
a second base colour different from the first base
colour, and the window (10) and the holding means
(12) are arranged for holding the cover (6) to the
substrate (4) in a second cover position wherein the
second main surface (9) faces away from the sub-
strate (4) so thatitis visible to a user of the assembly
(2) and wherein, by means of the window (10), at
least one selection area is exposed having a match-
ing colour that matches, based on a predetermined
matching method, the second base colour.

2. Assembly (2)accordingto claim 1, wherein the cover
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(6) is formed as a card having the first main surface
(8) and the second main surface (9).

Assembly (2) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
cover (6) defines a center, e.g. a central axis or a
central point, of the cover (6) and wherein at least a
portion of the window (10) is positioned asymmaetri-
cally with respect to the center, so that, when the
cover (B) is in the first cover position, at least one
selection area is exposed that is not exposed when
the cover (6) is in the second cover position.

Assembly (2) according to one of claims 1-3, wherein
the cover (6) defines a center, e.g. a central axis or
a central point, of the cover (6) and wherein the win-
dow (10) is positioned asymmetrically with respect
to the center, so that each selection area that is ex-
posed when the cover (6) is in the second cover po-
sition is covered when the cover (6) is in the first
cover position.

Assembly (2) according to one of claims 1-3, wherein
the cover (6) defines a center, e.g. a central axis or
a central point, of the cover (6) and wherein a portion
of the window (10) is positioned substantially sym-
metrically with respect to the center, so that, when
the cover (6) is in the first cover position, at leastone
selection area is exposed that is also exposed when
the cover (6) is in the second cover position.

Assembly (2) according to one of claims 1-5, wherein
the window (10) comprises a plurality of window por-
tions (10.1, 10.2, 10.3, 10.4, 10.5, 10.6, 10.7, 10.8)
preferably at least six window portions, that are mu-
tually spaced apart.

Assembly (2) according to one of claims 1-6, wherein
the substrate (4) is provided with the holding means
(12).

Assembly (2) according to one of claims 1-7, wherein
the holding means (12) comprise a guide for guiding
the cover (6) towards the first cover position with the
first main surface (8) facing away from the substrate,
and for guiding the cover (6) towards the second
cover position with the second main surface (9) fac-
ing away from the substrate (4).

Assembly (2) according to claim 8, wherein the sub-
strate (4) comprises an edge portion (14) that is pro-
vided with a groove (16) that forms the guide.

Assembly (2) according to one of claims 1-9, wherein
the substrate (4) is provided with a protective coating
that covers the selection colours and the selection
areas.

Assembly (2) according to one of claims 1-10, where-
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in the substrate (4) is combined with a storage com-
partment (50) for storing the one or more covers (6).

Assembly (2) according to any one of claims 1-11,
wherein the assembly further comprises a user arti-
cle, forexample a clothing article or afurniture article.

A mobile phone provided with the assembly (2) ac-
cording to one of claims 1-11.

Method of selecting matching colours to base col-
ours of user articles, e.g. clothing articles and/or fur-
niture articles, the method comprising:

- providing a substrate (4) provided with a plu-
rality of selection areas that have mutually dif-
fering selection colours among which are the
matching colours;

- providing a cover (6) having a first main surface
(8) provided with a first base colour of a first user
article, and having, opposite to the first main sur-
face, a second main surface (9), the cover fur-
ther being provided with a window (10); and

- holding the cover (6) to the substrate (4) in a
first cover position wherein the first main surface
(8) faces away from the substrate (4) so that it
isvisible toauserof the assembly (2) and where-
in, by means of the window (10), at least one
selectionarea is exposed having a matching col-
our that matches, based on a predetermined
matching method, the first base colour;

wherein the second main surface (9) of the cover (6)
is provided with a second base colour of a second
user article, the second base colour being different
from the first base colour, the method further com-
prising:

- holding the cover (6) to the substrate (4) in a
second cover position wherein the second main
surface (9) faces away from the substrate (4) so
that it is visible to a user of the assembly and
wherein, by means of the window (10), at least
one selection areais exposed having a matching
colour that matches, based on a predetermined
matching method, the second base colour of a
second user article.

Method according to claim 14, further comprising:

- combining the first user article with a further
user article having a selected matching colour
that matches, based on the predetermined
matching method, the first base colour; and/or
- combining the second user article with a further
user article having a selected matching colour
that matches, based on the predetermined
matching method, the second base colour.
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16. Method according to claim 14 or 15, carried out by

means of an assembly according to one of claims
1-11.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Anordnung (2) zum Auswahlen von passenden Far-
ben fiir Grundfarben von Benutzerartikeln, z. B. Klei-
dungsartikeln und/oder Mébelartikeln, wobei die An-
ordnung ein Substrat (4) umfasst, das mit mehreren
Auswahlbereichen (5) bereitgestellt ist, die vonein-
ander verschiedene Auswabhlfarben aufweisen, un-
ter denen sich die passenden Farben befinden, wo-
beidie Anordnung (2) ferner eine Abdeckung (6) mit
einerersten Hauptoberflache (8), die miteinerersten
Grundfarbe bereitgestellt ist, und einer zweiten
Hauptoberflache (9) gegeniiber der ersten Haupto-
berflache bereitgestellt ist, wobei die Abdeckung fer-
ner mit einem Fenster (10) bereitgestellt ist, wobei
die Anordnung (2) mit Haltemitteln (12) zum Halten
der Abdeckung (6) andem Substrat (4) bereitgestellt
ist, wobei das Fenster (10) und die Haltemittel (12)
zum Halten der Abdeckung (6) an dem Substrat (4)
in einer ersten Abdeckposition ausgelegt sind, wobei
die erste Hauptoberflache (8) von dem Substrat (4)
weg weist, sodass sie fir einen Benutzer der Anord-
nung (2) sichtbar ist, und wobei mittels des Fensters
(10) mindestens ein Auswahlbereich mit einer pas-
senden Farbe freigelegt ist, die basierend auf einem
vorbestimmten Anpassungsverfahren zu der ersten
Grundfarbe passt, wobeidie zweite Hauptoberflache
(9) mit einer zweiten Grundfarbe bereitgestellt ist,
die eine andere als die erste Grundfarbe ist, und das
Fenster (10) und die Haltemittel (12) zum Halten der
Abdeckung (6) an dem Substrat (4) in einer zweiten
Abdeckposition ausgelegt sind, wobei die zweite
Hauptoberflache (9) von dem Substrat (4) weg weist,
sodass sie flir einen Benutzer der Anordnung (2)
sichtbar ist, und wobei mittels des Fensters (10) min-
destens ein Auswahlbereich freigelegt ist, der eine
passende Farbe aufweist, die basierend auf einem
vorbestimmten Anpassungsverfahren zu der zwei-
ten Grundfarbe passt.

Anordnung (2) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Abde-
ckung (6) als eine Karte mit der ersten Hauptober-
flache (8) und der zweiten Hauptoberflache (9) aus-
gebildet ist.

Anordnung (2) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die
Abdeckung (6) ein Zentrum, z. B. eine Mittelachse
oder einen Mittelpunkt der Abdeckung (6) definiert
und wobei mindestens ein Abschnitt des Fensters
(10) in Bezug auf das Zentrum asymmetrisch ange-
ordnet ist, sodass, wenn sich die Abdeckung (6) in
der ersten Abdeckposition befindet, mindestens ein
Auswabhlbereich freigelegt ist, der nicht freigelegt ist,
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wenn sich die Abdeckung (6) in der zweiten Abdeck-
position befindet.

Anordnung (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 3,
wobei die Abdeckung (6) ein Zentrum, z. B. eine Mit-
telachse oder einen Mittelpunkt der Abdeckung (6)
definiert und wobei das Fenster (10) in Bezug auf
das Zentrum asymmetrisch angeordnet ist, sodass
jeder Auswahlbereich, der freigelegt ist, wenn sich
die Abdeckung (6) in der zweiten Abdeckposition be-
findet, abgedeckt ist, wenn sich die Abdeckung (6)
in der ersten Abdeckposition befindet.

Anordnung (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 3,
wobei die Abdeckung (6) ein Zentrum, z. B. eine Mit-
telachse oder einen Mittelpunkt der Abdeckung (6)
definiert und wobei ein Abschnitt des Fensters (10)
in Bezug auf das Zentrum im Wesentlichen symme-
trisch angeordnet ist, sodass, wenn sich die Abde-
ckung (6) inder ersten Abdeckposition befindet, min-
destens ein Auswahlbereich freigelegt ist, der auch
freigelegt ist, wenn sich die Abdeckung (6) in der
zweiten Abdeckposition befindet.

Anordnung (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 5,
wobei das Fenster (10) mehrere Fensterabschnitte
(10.1, 10.2, 10.3, 10.4, 10.5, 10.6, 10.7, 10.8), vor-
zugsweise mindestens sechs Fensterabschnitte
umfasst, die voneinander beabstandet sind.

Anordnung (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 6,
wobei das Substrat (4) mit den Haltemitteln (12) be-
reitgestellt ist.

Anordnung (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 7,
wobei die Haltemittel (12) eine Fiihrung zum Filhren
der Abdeckung (6) in die erste Abdeckposition mit
der ersten Hauptoberflache (8) von dem Substrat
weg weisend und zum Fihren der Abdeckung (6) in
die zweite Abdeckposition mit der zweiten Haupto-
berflache (9) von dem Substrat (4) weg weisend um-
fasst.

Anordnung (2) nach Anspruch 8, wobei das Substrat
(4) einen Kantenabschnitt(14) umfasst, der miteiner
Rille (16) bereitgestellt ist, die die Flihrung bildet.

Anordnung (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 9,
wobeidas Substrat (4) mit einer Schutzbeschichtung
bereitgestellt ist, welche die Auswahlfarben und die
Auswahlbereiche abdeckt.

Anordnung (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 10,
wobei das Substrat (4) mit einem Aufbewahrungs-
fach (50) zum Aufbewahren der einen oder mehre-
ren Abdeckungen (6) kombiniert ist.

Anordnung (2) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 11,
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wobei die Anordnung ferner einen Benutzerartikel,
zum Beispiel einen Kleidungsartikel oder einen M&-
belartikel umfasst.

Mobiltelefon, das mit der Anordnung (2) nach einem
der Anspriiche 1 bis 11 bereitgestellt ist.

Verfahren zum Auswahlen von passenden Farben
fur Grundfarben von Benutzerartikeln, z. B. Klei-
dungsartikeln und/oder Mébelartikeln, wobei das
Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

- Bereitstellen eines Substrats (4), das mit meh-
reren Auswahlbereichen bereitgestellt ist, die
voneinander verschiedene Auswahlfarben auf-
weisen, unter denen sich die passenden Farben
befinden;

- Bereitstellen einer Abdeckung (6) miteiner ers-
ten Hauptoberflache (8), die mit einer ersten
Grundfarbe eines ersten Benutzerartikels be-
reitgestellt ist und eine zweite Hauptoberflache
(9) gegentiber der ersten Hauptoberflache auf-
weist, wobei die Abdeckung ferner mit einem
Fenster (10) bereitgestellt ist, und

- Halten der Abdeckung (6) an dem Substrat (4)
in einer ersten Abdeckposition, wobei die erste
Hauptoberflache (8) von dem Substrat (4) weg
weist, sodass sie fir einen Benutzer der Anord-
nung (2) sichtbar ist,

und wobei mittels des Fensters (10) mindestens ein
Auswahlbereich freigelegt ist, der eine passende
Farbe aufweist, die basierend auf einem vorbe-
stimmten Farbanpassungsverfahren zu der ersten
Grundfarbe passt;

wobei die zweite Hauptoberflache (9) der Abde-
ckung (6) mit einer zweiten Grundfarbe eines zwei-
ten Benutzerartikels bereitgestellt ist, wobei die
zweite Grundfarbe eine andere als die erste Grund-
farbe ist, wobei das Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

Halten der Abdeckung (6) an dem Substrat (4)
ineiner zweiten Abdeckposition, wobeidie zwei-
te Hauptoberflaiche (9) von dem Substrat (4)
weg weist, sodass sie flir einen Benutzer der
Anordnung sichtbar ist, und wobei mittels des
Fensters (10) mindestens ein Auswahlbereich
freigelegtist, der eine passende Farbe aufweist,
die basierend auf einem vorbestimmten Anpas-
sungsverfahren zu der zweiten Grundfarbe
passt.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 14, ferner umfassend:

- Kombinieren des ersten Benutzerartikels mit
einem weiteren Benutzerartikel, der eine aus-
gewahlte passende Farbe aufweist, die basie-
rend auf dem vorbestimmten Anpassungsver-
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fahren zuder ersten Grundfarbe passt; und/oder
- Kombinieren des zweiten Benutzerartikels mit
einem weiteren Benutzerartikel, der eine aus-
gewahlte passende Farbe aufweist, die basie-
rend auf dem vorbestimmten Anpassungsver-
fahren zu der zweiten Grundfarbe passt.

16. Verfahren nach Anspruch 14 oder 15, das mittels

einer Anordnung nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis
11 ausgefihrt wird.

Revendications

Ensemble (2) pour sélectionner des couleurs assor-
ties aux couleurs de base darticles d'utilisateur, par
exemple articles d’habillement et/ou de mobilier,
I'ensemble comprenant un substrat (4) pourvu d’'une
pluralité de zones de sélection (5) qui ont des cou-
leurs de sélection mutuellement différentes parmi
lesquelles se trouvent les couleurs assorties, I'en-
semble (2) comprenant en outre une couverture (6)
ayant une premiére surface principale (8) pourvue
d’une premiére couleur de base et ayant, a 'opposé
de la premiére surface principale, une deuxieme sur-
face principale (9), la couverture étant en outre pour-
vue d’une fenétre (10), 'ensemble (2) étant pourvu
de moyens de maintien (12) pour maintenir la cou-
verture (6) sur le substrat (4), la fenétre (10) et les
moyens de maintien (12) étant agencés pour main-
tenir la couverture (6) sur le substrat (4) dans une
premiére position de couverture dans laquelle la pre-
miere surface principale (8) est orientée dansle sens
opposé au substrat (4) de sorte qu’elle est visible
pour un utilisateur de I'ensemble (2) et dans laquelle
au moins une zone de sélection ayant une couleur
assortie qui, en se basant sur un procédé d’apparie-
ment prédéterminé, est assortie a la premiére cou-
leur de base est exposée au moyen de la fenétre
(10), dans lequel la deuxiéme surface principale (9)
est pourvue d’une deuxiéme couleur de base diffé-
rente de la premiere couleur de base, et la fenétre
(10) et les moyens de maintien (12) étant agencés
pour maintenir la couverture (6) sur le substrat (4)
dans une deuxiéme position de couverture dans la-
quelle ladeuxieme surface principale (9) estorientée
dans le sens opposé au substrat (4) de sorte qu’elle
est visible pour un utilisateur de I'ensemble (2) et
dans laguelle au moins une zone de sélection ayant
une couleur assortie qui, en se basant sur un procé-
dé d’appariement prédéterminé, est assortie a la
deuxiéme couleur de base est exposée au moyen
de la fenétre (10).

Ensemble (2) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la couverture (6) est formée comme une carte ayant
la premiere surface principale (8) et la deuxiéme sur-
face principale (9).
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3. Ensemble (2) selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans

lequel la couverture (6) définit un centre, par exem-
ple un axe central ou un point central, de la couver-
ture (6) et dans lequel au moins une partie de la
fenétre (10) est positionné asymetriquement parrap-
port au centre de sorte que, quand la couverture (6)
est dans la premiére position de couverture, au
mains une zone de sélection est exposée, laquelle
n'est pas exposée quand la couverture (6) est dans
la deuxieme position de couverture.

Ensemble (2) selon 'une quelcongue des revendi-
cations 1 - 3, dans lequel la couverture (6) définit un
centre, par exemple un axe central ou un point cen-
tral, de la couverture (6) et dans lequel la fenétre
(10) est positionné asymétriqguement par rapport au
centre de sorte que chaque zone de sélection qui
est exposée quand la couverture (6) est dans la
deuxiéme position de couverture est couverte quand
la couverture (6) est dans la premiere position de
couverture.

Ensemble (2) selon I'une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 - 3, dans lequel la couverture (6) définit un
centre, par exemple un axe central ou un point cen-
tral, de la couverture (6) et dans lequel une partie la
fenétre (10) est positionnée pratiquement symétri-
quement par rapport au centre de sorte que, quand
la couverture (6) est dans la premiére position de
couverture, au moins une zone de sélection est ex-
posée, laguelle est également exposée quand la
couverture (6) estdans la deuxiéme position de cou-
verture.

Ensemble (2) selon I'une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 - 5, dans lequel la fenétre (10) comprend
une pluralité de parties (10.1, 10.2, 10.3, 10.4, 10.5,
10.6, 10.7, 10.8) de fenétre, de préférence au moins
six parties de fenétre qui sont mutuellement espa-
cées les unes des autres.

Ensemble (2) selon 'une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 - 6, dans lequel le substrat (4) est pourvu
des moyens de maintien (12).

Ensemble (2) selon I'une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 - 7, dans lequel les moyens de maintien
(12) comprennentun guide pour guider la couverture
(6) vers la premiere position de couverture avec la
premiére surface principale (8) orientée en sens op-
posé au substrat et pour guider la couverture (6) vers
la deuxiéme position de couverture avec la deuxie-
me surface principale (9) orientée en sens opposé
au substrat (4).

Ensemble (2) selon la revendication 8, dans lequel
le substrat (4) comprend une partie de bord (14) qui
est pourvue d’une rainure (16) qui forme le guide.
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Ensemble (2) selon 'une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 -9, dans lequel le substrat (4) est pourvu
d’un revétement protecteur qui couvre les couleurs
de sélection et les zones de sélection.

Ensemble (2) selon 'une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1- 10, dans lequelle substrat (4) estcombiné
avec un compartiment de stockage (50) pour stocker
la une ou les multiples couvertures (6).

Ensemble (2) selon 'une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 -11, 'ensemble comprenant en outre un
article d’utilisateur, par exemple un article d’habille-
ment ou un article de mobilier.

Téléphone mobile pourvu de I'ensemble (2) selon
I'une quelconque des revendications 1 - 11.

Procédé de sélection de couleurs assorties a des
couleurs de base d’articles d'utilisateur, par exemple
des articles d’habillement et/ou des articles de mo-
bilier, le procédé consistant a :

- prévoir un substrat (4) pourvu d’une pluralité
de zones de sélection qui ont des couleurs de
sélection mutuellement différentes parmi les-
quelles se trouvent les couleurs assorties ;

- prévoir une couverture (6) ayant une premiere
surface principale (8) pourvue d’'une premiere
couleur de base d’un premier article d'utilisateur
etayant, a 'opposé de la premiére surface prin-
cipale, une deuxiéme surface principale (9), la
couverture étant en outre pourvue d’une fenétre
(10) ; et

- maintenir la couverture (6) sur le substrat (4)
dans une premiére position de couverture dans
laquelle la premiére surface principale (8) est
orientée en sens opposé au substrat (4) de sorte
gu’elle est visible pour un utilisateur de 'ensem-
ble (2) et dans laquelle au moins une zone de
sélection ayant une couleur assortie qui, en se
basant sur un procédé d’appariement prédéter-
miné, est assortie a la premiére couleur de base
est exposée au moyen de la fenétre (10) ;

dans lequel la deuxiéme surface principale (9) de la
couverture (6) est pourvue d’'une deuxieme couleur
de based’undeuxiéme article d'utilisateur, la deuxié-
me couleur étant différente de la premiere couleur
de base ;

le procédé consistant en outre a:

- maintenir le couvercle (6) sur le substrat (4)
dans une deuxiéme position de couverture dans
laquelle la deuxieme surface principale (9) est
orientée en sens opposé au substrat (4) de sorte
gu’elle est visible pour un utilisateur de 'ensem-
ble et dans laquelle au moins une zone de sé-
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lection ayant une couleur assortie qui, sur la ba-
se d’'un procédé d'appariement prédéterminé,
est assortie a la deuxiéme couleur de base d’un
deuxiéme article d'utilisateur est exposée au
moyen de la fenétre (10).

15. Procédé selon la revendication 14, consistant en

outrea:

- combiner le premier article d’utilisateur avec
un autre article d'utilisateur ayant une couleur
assortie sélectionnée qui, sur la base du procé-
dé d’appariement prédéterminé, est assortie a
la premiére couleur de base ; et/ou

- combiner le deuxieme article d’utilisateur avec
un autre article d’'utilisateur ayant une couleur
assortie sélectionnée qui, sur la base du procé-
dé d’appariement prédéterminé, est assortie a
la deuxiéme couleur de base.

16. Procédé selon la revendication 14 ou 15, mis en

oeuvre au moyen d’un ensemble selon 'une des re-
vendications 1 - 11.
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