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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES HENRY REN 

TER, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Allegheny city, in the county of Allegheny 

5 and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Match 
Safes; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it pertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, which form a part of 
this specification, in which- - 

Figure 1 is a perspective or projection of 
15 my improved match safe. Fig.2 is a sectional 

elevation of the forward portion through line 
ac-ac of Fig. 1 and the rear portion on line 
J-2) of said Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is the same as. 
shown in Fig. 2, showing the blade depressed 
and feeding one match. Fig. 4 is a rear ele 
vation of my improved safe. Figs. 5 and 6 
are respectively rear and side views of feed 
blade. 
My invention relates to devices adapted to 

25 contain matches, and my object is to produce 
a device of this general character adapted to 
feed or deliver a single match at each suc 
cessive operation without the interposition or 
intervention of the fingers, and to this pur 
pose consists in the novel construction and 
arrangement of parts, hereinafter specifically 
described, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming part hereof in 
which like figures indicate like parts wherever 
they occur. 

Referring to said drawings 1 is a box or 
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case, of any suitable shape, and constructed 
of any suitable material. In the front of said 
case longitudinally, and near the bottom of 
the same, is formed a slot 2, in which the front 
end of the inclined plane 3 projects, the press 
ure of the free end of the spring 4, which is 
secured in the bottom of said case, normally 
maintaining the same in contact with the up 
per edge of said slot, for the purpose of pre 
venting the delivery, or discharge of matches 
5 laid lengthwise in said case on said incline 
plane which forms the false bottom of said 
case, until the blade 6 which operates in the 

5o groove or slide 7 formed in the rear of said 
front is forced downward in contact with the 
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forward end of said plane enabling the de 
livery of a single match, as shown in Fig. 3. 
The recoil of the spiral spring 8 which is 
mounted on the stem 9 of said blade, causes 55 
said blade to ascend; the pressure of said 
spring 4 upon said plane immediately closing 
said slot 2, and preventing the further dis 
charge of matches therethrough, until said 
blade is again depressed. It will be observed 
that the lower portion 10 of said blade 6 is 
shaped in cross section, as shown in Figs. 2, 
3, and 6, like the tine of a fork, and is pro 
vided with a small hole 11 punched from the 
front, so as to form a slight protuberance 
upon the rear side of said blade. It will also 
be observed that, that portion of said plane 
immediately to the rear of the slot in the front 
of said safe, is of less angularity than the 
majorportion thereof; and that the lower edge 
of the blade is of less width than the upper 
portion, and is arranged to terminate slightly 
above, or upon the same plane with said in 
clined bottom, at the point of change of angul: , 
larity of the same, and that the upper edge 75 
of the slot 2 is beveled or outwardly curved; 
which enables a single match to fall forward 
and below the lower edge of said blade, as 
shown in Fig. 2, whereby when said blade is 
forced down, as heretofore described, said 
match is fed forward or delivered, as shown 
in Fig. 3; the curvature of the lower edge 
of said blade preventing the further discharge 
of matches, while thus pressed down, as shown 
in Fig. 3, the slight protuberance formed on 85 
the rear of said blade by said hole therein, 
serving when in contact with said matches, 
to force the same backward. The rear part 
of said inclined plane forming the bottom of 
said safe, is preferably formed with a tongue 
12 inserted, and suitably secured in the slot. 
13 in the back of said case, or as shown se 
cured therein by the double pronged brador 
spline 14, which fits in a correspondingly 
shaped recess in the back of said case, as 95 
shown in Fig. 4; the said tongue having holes 
thereinthrough which the prongs of said brad 
are passed to admit of this. 
In the construction of my device, I use pref 

erably Russia iron, of light gage, to form the 
blade, and tin of reasonably heavy caliber to 
form the inclined plane forming the bottom 
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thereof, as the Russia iron gives the required 
rigidity to said blade, and the tin the required 
elasticity to the said botton. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S-mes. 

1. In a match safe substantially as de 
Scribed, the combination of a case the front 
of which is provided with a slot at the bottom 
of the same, an inclined plane suitably se 
cured in the interior of said case, and form 
ing the false bottom thereof, means to main 
tain the front edge of said plane normally in 
Contact with the upper edge of said slot, and 
a vertical blade the lower portion of which 
terminates in an irregular curve, and adapted 
when forced against said incline piane to 
Open or expose said slot, substantially as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. In a match safe substantially as de 
Scribed the combination of a case the front 
of which is provided with a slot, an inclined 
plane suitably supported in the interior of 
said case, and forming a false bottom therein; 
the front end of said false bottom projecting 
in said slot, means to normally maintain the 
front end of said bottom in contact with the 
upper edge of said slot, and a blade suitably 
Secured in the inside of the front of said case 
to the rear of the slot therein, the lower por 
tion of said blade terminating in an irregular 
curve, and adapted when pushed down to 
force the forward end of the inclined false 
bottom to the bottom of the slot in the front 
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of the case, whereby one match may be de- 35 
livered or discharged, substantially as and 
for the purpose herein described. 

3. In a match safe substantially as de 
scribed, the combination of a case the front 
of which is provided with a slot extending 4o 
the entire width of the same, an inclined 
plane suitably supported in the interior of said 
case, the forward portion of said plane being 
formed on a slightly different angle than the 
major portion to the rear and projecting in 
and normally maintained in the upper por 
tion of said slot, means to so maintain said 
plane or false bottom, and a blade operable 
in a groove formed in the rear of the front, 
the lower portion being of less width than 5 
the upper portion, and forming an irregular 
curve, and provided with slight protuberance 
on inner side thereof; the upper portion of 
said blade having a stem projecting above 
the top of the safe, whereon a spiral spring is 55 
mounted, whereby when said stem is pushed 
downwardly, the inclined false bottom is 
forced to the botton of said slot exposing or 
opening tine same, and enabling the discharge 

45 

of a single match, substantially as and for the 6o 
purpose set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

hereunto affix my signature this 10th day of 
March, A. D. 1894. 

CHARLES HENRY RENTER. II, s. 
In presence of 

JAS. J. MCAFEE, 
C. A. WILLIAMS. 

  


