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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Scorr H. PERKY, citi-
zen of the United States, resident of Niagara
Falls, in the county of Niagara and State of
New York, have made a certain new and use-
ful Invention in Printing-Type; and I de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the same, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the invention, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification.

The figure illustrates the invention with
isometric type.

The invention relates to printing with
movable type for reading, as in books and
newspapers where the inked lines of print
contrast with the white or other color of the
paper, and has for its object, chiefly, to ease
the eyes and brain in the work of reading,

" while rendering the operation more rapid and

assured.

The invention consists in certain means of
printing alternate lines, whereby the reading
can be done from left to right and from right
to left in a continuous manner, and the skip=
ping from the end of one line to the opposite
end of the next is avoided. : v

It is hardly necessary to allude to the
strain upon the eyes and brain, which results
{rom much reading. To-students, research-
ers and others whose lives are cast among
books, any device which promises to facili-
tate reading in such wise as to lessen fatigue
of the optical tract, and consequent headache
and brain fag, will appear of unusual impor-

‘tance. In ordinary reading where the intel-

ligent action of the brain is exerted through
the eyes in movements from left to right with
alternate senseless skippings from right to
left, there are some disadvantages which have
to do, not only with the irrelative exercise of
the brain in finding the beginning of the new
line while remembering the connection of the
text, but also with the rapidly recurring re-
versions of the eye balls'in skipping back-
ward, which may be compared in effect to
the rapid flashes of alternate light and dark

through a paling fence as one passes by at
high speed. For, while the hurtful nature of
the latter is felt at once, and instinctively
shunned, that of the former, although not so
promptly appreciated because of education
and habit, yet because of its far greater ex-
tent, is, it is not unreasonable to think, con-
ducive of evil results of more lasting char-
acter. :

In carrying out thisinvention it is designed
to use a font of type, whereof each type pre-
sents a face letter, number or other charac-
ter, which is of symmetrical form with refer-
ence t0 a vertical median line, and is thus
adapted to Eresent the same appearance
whether read backward or forward. The
composition work with such type will not be
more onerous than that with ordinary type,
and as each letter printed from such type is
of the same form wherever it appears, the
revision is simplified. Type of symmetrical

“form of the character designed to be used in

this connection are indicated in the alpha-
betical examples shown in the drawing.
Such type faces are designed to show the let-
ters each of such form that its elements ex-
tend equally on each side of the median line.

In reading print of this character, little
difficulty will at first be found owing to the
unaccustomed appearance of the symmet-
rical characters, but in a limited time, the
mind becomes familiar with them and this
trouble will disappear. And in the con-
tinuous hold of the eye and mind on the text,
as the reading proceeds, without skipping or
losing place or connection, will be found
much compensation. The process of the
mind in so far as the action of the eyes is
concerned in reading varies much with differ-
ent-persons, and for the most part, it is be-
lieved to be a more or less laborious process,
in which each word must be scanned and ap-
preciated in getting the sense of the text.
The skipping action required in reading or-
dinary printing interferes with the mental
action, which has nothing in common there-
with, and it is believed to be responsible for
some at least of the ailments which fall to the
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lot of students and others who are much oc- | elements extending equally on each side of 10
cupied in literary work. such line, substantially as specified.

Having described this invention, what I| In testimony whereof I afiix my signature
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat- | in presence of two witnesses.

’

¢ ent, is:— 1 T D ryr
A font of alphabet type, having the print- | SCOTT H. PERKY.
ing faces of its type consisting each of a char- Witnesses: 7
acter which is symmetrical with reference to Hezserr C. EMERY,

the median vertical line of such character its A. G. GEDPNEY.




