
Jan. 30, 1968 w. L. Ross 3,366,381 
COLLAPSIBLE HURDLE 

Filed April 15, 1965 

INVENTOR 

\n Leu R. l. Ross 

ATTORNEY 

  



United States Patent Office 3,366,381 
Patented Jan. 30, 1968 

3,366,381 
COLLAPSBLE HURDLE 

Wilbur L. Ross, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 
(25 42nd St. NE., Washington, 3.8. 2019) 

Filed Apr. 15, 1965, Ser. No. 448,338 
7 Claims. (CI. 272-59) 

ABSTRACT OF THE DESCLOSURE 
A collapsible hurdle having a pair of vertically ad 

justable posts supported by foldable base members and an 
inverted U-shaped cross bar composed of sections 
pivotally connected to said posts and foldable into 
straddling relation to said posts when collapsed, the bight 
portion of said cross bar being transversely curved to 
form a convex upper surface. 

This invention relates to a collapsible hurdle for use in 
hurdling races or other athletic games. 
The hurdle comprises a pair of upright posts composed 

of telescoping tubular sections adjustable to vary the 
height of the posts and ground-engaging bars pivotally at 
tached to the lower end of the posts which are foldable 
against the posts when not in use. A cross bar formed of 
fiberglass or similar synethic materials, which is U-shape 
in cross section, extends between the posts and is inverted 
so that the upper ends of the posts fit between the walls 
of the cross bar. The cross bar is pivotally attached to the 
posts and is divided intermediate its length to form two 
sections which are foldable into straddling relation to the 
posts when collapsed. Releasable means secures the sec 
tions of the cross bar in a horizontal position and means 
is provided to connect the abutting ends of the sections 
together when the hurdle is assembled. A foldable lower 
cross bar extends between the lower ends of the posts and 
weights are attached to the ground-engaging bars to hold 
the posts in a vertical position unless moved by force. 
The novelty resides in the combination of elements which 
enable the hurdle to be compactly folded so that it oc 
cupies a minimum of space when being stored or trans 
ported from place to place. A particular feature of the 
invention is the construction of the cross bar of fiberglass 
which is U-shaped in cross section and divided inter 
mediate its length into two sections with each section 
being pivotally attached to one of the posts and being 
foidable into straddling relation to the posts. The bight 
portion of the U-shape bar is rounded to form a smooth 
Outer surface which prevents injury to the hurdler if he 
strikes the bar and also prevents damage to the bar. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent during the course of the following description. 

In the accompanying drawing, forming a part of this 
Specification and in which like numerals are employed to 
designate like parts throughout the same, 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the hurdle in erected position, 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the hurdle in collapsed 

position, 
FIG. 3 is a rear view of the hurdle shown in FIG. 1, 
FIG. 4 is a side view of the hurdle showing part of 

the post broken away, and 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the hurdle shown in FIG. 1. 
In the drawing, wherein for the purpose of illustration 

a preferred embodiment of the invention is shown, the 
numerals 5 and 6 denote a pair of upright members, each 
member being composed of telescoping tubular sections 
7 and 8, slidably and rotatably fitted together. The lower 
end of the tubular section 7 is pivotally mounted, as at 
9, between the sides of a U-shape base member i0 ad 
jacent one end thereof and attached to the outer sides of 
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the base member at its opposite end are weights i. 
Pivoted connecting arms 2 and 3 between the tubular 
section 7 and base member normally supports the tubular 
section in an upright position but are collapsible to permit 
the tubular member to be folded into nested engagement 
with the U-shape base member. The tubular section 8 is 
adjustable to project from the upper end of the tubular 
section 7 being held in its adjusted position by a pin i4 
insertable through registering openings in the tubular 
sections. The pin 14 is attached to the section 8 by a 
chain 5. 
The sections 8 of the upright members 5 and 6 support 

a cross bar 16 made of fiberglass or other synthetic ma 
terials which is molded to form a bar which is U-shape 
in cross section. The bight portion 17 of the U-shaped bar 
is smoothly rounded to form a curved surface free of ob 
structions. The outer surface of the bar may be pro 
vided with spaced strips of luminous material 18 
fabricated into the material of the bar. The bar 16 is di 
vided into two sections of equal length, each section be 
ing inverted to fit over the upper end of tubular section 8 
with the walls of the bar straddling the tubular section 
and pivotally connected to the tubular section by a pivot 
pin 19. The walls of the bar are provided with openings 
above the pivot pin which register with an opening 
through the tubular section when the bar is in a horizontal 
position to receive a bolt 23 for holding the bar in a 
horizontal position. With a section of the cross bar 16 
attached to the tubular section 8 of each of the upright 
members, the abutting ends of the sections of the bar are 
connected together by hooks 21 pivotally attached to the 
side walls of one section which engage eyes 22 attached to 
the side walls of the other section. A lower cross bar 23 
extends between the lower ends of the upright members 
5 and 6 which is formed of two sections, each section hav 
ing one end pivotally attached, as at 24, to the section 7 
of an upright member and their opposite ends disposed in 
overlapping relation and slidably held together by a clip 
25 embracing the overlapping ends. 

in use, the hurdle may be easily erected, as shown 
in FIG. 1, by swinging the upright members 5 and 6 to 
a position at right angles to the base members 50 in 
which position they are held by the connecting arms 12 
and 3. The weights 1 attached to the base members 
maintain the upright members in a vertical position unless 
moved by force. The cross bar 6 and lower cross bar 
23 maintain the upright members in spaced relation and 
the height of the cross bar may be adjusted by raising or 
lowering the tubular section 8 in the tubular section 7. 
The sections of the cross bar 16 are each fixedly secured 
in a horizontal position by removable bolts 20 with the 
adjoining ends of the sections held together by hooks 21. 
To collapse the hurdle the hooks 21, holding the adjoin 
ing ends of the sections of the cross bar 16, are released 
and the bolts 20 are removed. The sections of the lower 
cross bar 23 are disconnected and folded in parallel rela 
tion to the upright members and then the sections of the 
cross bar 6 are folded to straddle the upright members. 
The connecting arms 2 and 3 are folded to swing the 
base member 10 towards the upright members, so that 
each upright member and its adjoining parts are com 
pactly folded for storing in a small space or transporting 
from place to place. By making the U-shaped cross bar 
6 of fiberglass or similar synthetic materials and round 

ing the bight portion to form a smooth curved edge the 
danger of injury to the hurdler if he should strike the bar 
is reduced and also damage to the bar, if struck, is 
reduced. 

It is to be understood that a preferred example of the 
invention has been illustrated and described herein and 
that the invention is capable of being modified in certain 
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detailed respects without departing from the spirit of the 
invention or the scope of the subjoined claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A hurdle comprising a pair of spaced upright men 

bers, base members supporting said upright members, an 
inverted U-shaped cross bar composed of two sections, 
each section being pivotally connected to the upper end 
of one of said upright members and foldable into 
straddling relation to said upright members, and means 
for securing the sections of said bar in alinement and their 
adjoining ends in abutting engagement. 

2. A hurdle as described in claim wherein the bight 
portion of said cross bar is transversely curved to pro 
vide a convex surface. 

3. A hurdle comprising a pair of spaced upright mem 
bers, each member comprising telescoping tubular sec 
tions, base members attached to the outer section of said 
upright members, pivoted links between the outer sec 
tion and base member for supporting the base member at 
right angles to the outer section, an inverted U-shape 
cross bar composed of two sections, each section being 
pivotally connected to the inner section of one of said 
upright members and means releasably holding the Sec 
tions of said cross bar in a linement and at right angles 
to said base member, said sections being foldable into 
straddling relation to said upright members. 

4. A hurdle comprising a pair of spaced upright mem 
bers, each member comprising telescoping tubular sec 
tions, base members pivotally attached to the outer 
tubular section of said upright members, pivoted links 
between the outer tubular section of said upright members 
and base members for holding the base member at right 
angles to said upright members, said base member being 
foldable against said upright member, an inverted U 
shape cross bar composed of two sections each section 
being pivotally mounted on the inner tubular section of 
an upright member to swing downwardly into straddling 
relation to the upright member and in alinement with the 
folded base member. 
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4. 
5. A collapsible hurdle comprising a pair of spaced 

upright members composed of tubular telescoping sec 
tions, a U-shape ground-engaging bar fitted over the lower 
end of the outer tubular section of said upright members 
and pivotally connected thereto, pivoted links between 
the outer tubular section and said ground-engaging bar 
for holding said upright members at right angles to said 
bar, said bar being foldable against said upright, an in 
verted U-shape cross bar of fiberglass material and having 
luminous stripes at spaced intervals in its Outer surface, 
the bight portion of said bar being rounded to provide a 
smooth outer surface, said cross bar being divided into 
two sections, each section straddling the upper end of 
the inner tubular section of an upright member, means 
pivotally connecting the sections of the cross bar to the 
inner tubular section of the upright members to permit 
folding of the sections of the cross bar against the upright 
members, and means for fixedly securing the Sections 
of said cross bar in a horizontal position with the ends 
of the sections in abutting relation. 

6. A collapsible hurdle as described in claim 5 in 
cluding a separable cross bar extending between the lower 
ends of said upright members. 

7. A collapsible hurdle as described in claim 5 in 
cluding weights attached to the outer walls of said ground 
engaging bar. 
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