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(57) ABSTRACT 

Provided is a method of retrieving location data using a print 
medium. A coded data portion encoded on a Surface of the 
print medium is sensed using a sensor module when the 
sensor module is positioned on the Surface. The Surface has a 
plurality of coded data portions encoded thereon. Each coded 
data portion encodes at least a print media identifier which 
identifies the print medium and a two-dimensional coordinate 
grid position of the coded data portion on the Surface of the 
print medium. The print media identifier and the two-dimen 
sional coordinate grid position of the coded data portion 
sensed by the sensor module are determined from the coded 
data. Location data referenced by the print media identifier 
and a region on the Surface of the print medium is retrieving 
from a database when the two-dimensional coordinate grid 
position of the coded data portion sensed by the sensor mod 
ule is within the region. 
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-continued 
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6,994.264 7,017,826 7,014,123 7,134,601 7,150,396 
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7,133,557 6,914,593 7.437,671 6,938,826 7,278,566 
7,123,245 6,992,662 7,190,346 7,417,629 7.468,724 
7,382,354 7,715,035 7,221,781 11/102,843 7,263,225 
10,727,162 7,377,608 7,399,043 7,121,639 7,165,824 
7,152,942 10,727,157 7,181,572 7,096,137 7,302,592 
7,278,034 7,188,282 7,592,829 10,727,180 10,727,179 
10,727,192 10,727,274 7,707,621 7,523,111 7,573,301 
7,660,998 10/754,536 10/754,938 10,727,160 7,171,323 
7,369,270 6,795,215 7,070,098 7,154,638 6,805419 
6,859,289 6,977,751 6,398,332 6,394,573 6,622,923 
6,747,760 6,921,144 10/884,881 7,092,112 7,192,106 
7,457,001 7,173,739 6,986,560 7,008,033 7,551.324 
7,195,328 7,182,422 7,374,266 7.427,117 7,448,707 
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7,390,071 10/854,525 10/854,526 7,549,715 7,252,353 
7,607,757 7,267,417 10/854,505 7,517,036 7,275,805 
7,314,261 7,281,777 7,290,852 7,484,831. 10/854,523 
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7,360,860 7,364,257 7,390,075 7,350,896 7.429,096 
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7,524,016 7,490,927 7,331,661 7,524,043 7,300,140 
7,357,492 7,357,493 7,566,106 7,380,902 7,284,816 
7,284,845 7,255.430 7,390,080 7,328,984 7,350,913 
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7,347,534 7,441,865 7.469,989 7,367,650 6.454,482 
6,808,330 6,527,365 6.474,773 6,550,997 7,093.923 
6,957,923 7,131,724 7,396,177 7,168,867 7,125,098 
7,413,363 7,188,930 7,079,292 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0004. The assignee has developed mobile or cellular tele 
phones, Personal Data Assistants (PDAs) and other mobile 
telecommunication devices, with the ability to print hard 
copies of content, Such as images or information stored or 
accessed by the device, (see for example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,405, 
055, filed on Nov. 9, 1999). Likewise, the assignee has also 
designed digital cameras with the ability to print captured 
images with an in-built printer (see for example, U.S. Pat. No. 
6,750,901, filedon Jul.10, 1998). As the prevalence of mobile 
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telecommunications devices increases, the functionality of 
these devices is further enhanced by the ability to print hard 
copies. 
0005. As these devices are portable, they should be com 
pact for user convenience. Accordingly, any printer incorpo 
rated into the device needs to maintain a small form factor. 
Also, the additional load on the battery should be relatively 
Small. Furthermore, the consumables (such as ink, paper, etc.) 
should be relatively inexpensive and simple to replenish. It is 
these factors that strongly influence the commercial Success 
or otherwise of products of this type. 
0006. The assignee of the present invention has also devel 
oped the Netpage system for enabling interaction with com 
puter software using a printed interface and a proprietary 
stylus-shaped sensing device. As described in detail in U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,792,165, filed on Nov. 25, 2000 and U.S. Ser. No. 
10/778,056, filed on Feb. 17, 2004, a Netpage pen captures, 
identifies and decodes tags of coded data printed onto a Sur 
face Such as a page. In a preferred Netpage implementation, 
each tag encodes a position and an identity of the document. 
By decoding at least one of the tags and transmitting the 
position (or a refined version of the position, representing a 
higher resolution position of the pen) and identity referred to 
by the decoded tag, a remote computer can determine an 
action to perform. Such actions can include, for example, 
causing information to be saved remotely for Subsequent 
retrieval, downloading of a webpage for printing or display 
via a computer, bill payment or even the performance of 
handwriting recognition based on a series of locations of the 
Netpage pen relative to the Surface. 
0007 When printing a Netpage, a printer in a mobile tele 
communications device can print the Netpage tags simulta 
neously with visible user information. The association 
between the tags and information can already exist on a 
remote Netpage server, Such as where the printer is printing a 
fully rendered page (including tags) provided by the Netpage 
server or another computer. Alternatively, the mobile tele 
communications device can generate the tags (or source them 
remotely) and define an association between the tags and user 
information. The association is then recorded in the remote 
Netpage server. 
0008. A problem with these options is that they require the 
mobile telecommunications device to include Netpage tag 
printing capabilities. This requires an additional row of print 
nozzles in the printhead, and reduces the amounts of ink that 
can be stored for non-tag use. Whilst this is less of an issue 
with large, mains-powered printers, it can be an issue in Small 
form-factor articles such as mobile telecommunications 
devices. Alternatively, the mobile telecommunications device 
can be configured to print on print media that is pre-printed 
with Netpage tags. That way the printer need only print the 
user information and record an association between the vis 
ible information and the pre-printed tags. 
0009. It is desirable to provide functional applications 
making use of the mobile telecommunications device. Such 
applications can include, for example, mobile printing appli 
cations, linking, capturing and/or printing generic or specific 
objects to a print medium, and many other applications pro 
viding functionality to the mobile telecommunications device 
and various uses of types of print media. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0010. According to an aspect of the present invention there 
is provided a method of retrieving location data using a print 
medium, the method comprising steps of: 
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0011 sensing a coded data portion encoded on a surface of 
the print medium using a sensor module when the sensor 
module is positioned on the Surface, the Surface having a 
plurality of coded data portions encoded thereon, each coded 
data portion encoding at least a print media identifier which 
identifies the print medium and a two-dimensional coordinate 
grid position of the coded data portion on the Surface of the 
print medium; 
0012 determining the print media identifier from the 
coded data sensed by the sensor module; 
0013 determining the two-dimensional coordinate grid 
position of the coded data portion sensed by the sensor mod 
ule from the coded data; 
0014 retrieving from a database location data referenced 
by the print media identifier and a region on the surface of the 
print medium, the two-dimensional coordinate grid position 
of the coded data portion sensed by the sensor module being 
within said region. 
0015. Other aspects are also disclosed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0016. An example embodiment of the present invention 
should become apparent from the following description, 
which is given by way of example only, of a preferred but 
non-limiting embodiment, described in connection with the 
accompanying figures. 
0017 FIG. 1 illustrates an example High Level Architec 

ture; 
0018 FIG. 2 illustrates example M-Doc Retriever Com 
ponents; 
0019 FIG. 3 illustrates an example Nugget Generation 
Service; 
0020 FIG. 4 illustrates an example Player: 
0021 FIG. 5 illustrates an example PlayRequest; 
0022 FIG. 6 illustrates example Values, Types and Cat 
egories; 
0023 FIG. 7 illustrates an example interactive business 
card; 
0024 FIG. 8 illustrates an example Player Sequence; 
0025 FIG. 9 illustrates an example RequestRouter and 
related classes; 
0026 FIG. 10 illustrates an example UserRequestRouter; 
0027 FIG. 11 illustrates a typical arrangement of routers 
and player agents in a Netpage system; 
0028 FIG. 12 illustrates example Capability and Request 
Propagation; 
0029 FIG. 13 illustrates an example Capability Aggrega 

tion; 
0030 FIG. 14 illustrates an example Capability Transfor 
mation; 
0031 FIG. 15 illustrates example PlayerProfiles; 
0032 FIG. 16 illustrates an example Printed Interface for 
selecting the current player profile; 
0033 FIG. 17 illustrates example PlayRequests embed 
ded in an interactive document; 
0034 FIG. 18 illustrates an example Request Routing: 
0035 FIG. 19 illustrates an example Synchronous Mes 
Saging Sequence Diagram; 
0036 FIG. 20 illustrates an example Asynchronous Mes 
saging Communication Sequence; 
0037 FIG. 21 illustrates an example Streaming Messag 
ing Sequence; 
0038 FIG. 22 illustrates an example Interactive Messag 
ing Sequence; 
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0039 FIG. 23 illustrates an example Hybrid Messaging 
Sequence; 
0040 FIG. 24 illustrates an example Player Session 
Sequence Diagram; 
0041 FIG. 25 illustrates an example Player Session 
Detailed Sequence Diagram; 
0042 FIG. 26 illustrates an example Desktop Player 
Deployment; 
0043 FIG. 27 illustrates an example Short-Range Thin 
Mobile Player Deployment; 
0044 FIG. 28 illustrates an example Long-Range Thin 
Mobile Player Deployment; 
004.5 FIG.29 illustrates an example SmartMobile Player; 
0046 FIG. 30 illustrates an Object association being dis 
played in a physical Player Device; 
0047 FIG. 31 illustrates an Object association being dis 
played in the Explorer application; 
0048 FIG. 32 illustrates a Creation of an impression 
object association; 
0049 FIG.33 illustrates an example Tagged Sticker; 
0050 FIG. 34 illustrates an example Reusable Sticker; 
0051 FIG. 35 illustrates an example Sticker with “Con 
firm Action'; 
0052 FIG. 36 illustrates an example Sticker with limited 
interactive areas to prevent accidental invocation of destruc 
tive operations; 
0053 FIG.37 illustrates example Category Specific Stick 
ers; 
0054 FIG. 38 illustrates an example Swipe based printed 
toolbar for creating impression associations; 
0055 FIG. 39 illustrates an example Swipe Based Sticker 
with Transparent Region; 
0056 FIG. 40 illustrates an example Swipe Based Sticker 
with Graphics over the Transparent Region; 
0057 FIG. 41 illustrates an example Impression Associa 
tions Object Model; 
0.058 FIG. 42 illustrates example Field Associations in the 
Netpage Server; 
0059 FIG. 43 illustrates an example Object Association 
Sample Application; 
0060 FIG. 44 illustrates an example Underlying Form; 
0061 FIG. 45 illustrates an example Overlayed Form: 
0062 FIG. 46 illustrates an example Printed Contacts with 
Phone Numbers: 
0063 FIG. 47 illustrates an example State machine for 
basic clipboard interaction; 
0064 FIG. 48 illustrates an example interactive Netpage 
card with common operations; 
0065 FIG. 49 illustrates an example State machine for 
operation based clipboard; 
0.066 FIG. 50 illustrates simultaneously supporting both 
object first and command first models; 
0067 FIG. 51 illustrates example Single use clipboard 
entries; 
0068 FIG. 52 illustrates an example Single-use clipboard 
with timeouts; 
0069 FIG. 53 illustrates an example Multi-use clipboard 
with timeouts; 
(0070 FIG. 54 illustrates an example Interactive card for 
selecting a printer; 
(0071 FIG.55 illustrates example Field details of printer 
selection card; 
0072 FIG. 56 illustrates an example Netpage form con 
taining various commands; 
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0073 FIG. 57 illustrates an example Command form 
showing details of office printer field; 
0074 FIG. 58 illustrates an example SMS Based Down 
loadable Content Purchase; 
0075 FIG. 59 illustrates an example Netpage Play 
Sequence for Previewing a Ringtone; 
0076 FIG. 60 illustrates an example Using play requests 

to deliver the product; 
0077 FIG. 61 illustrates an example Using play requests 
to purchase the product, and traditional delivery; 
0078 FIG. 62 illustrates an example Hybrid approach 
using traditional delivery on the last hop to the handset: 
0079 FIG. 63 illustrates an example Load card; 
0080 FIG. 64 illustrates an example Validating an ID: 
0081 FIG. 65 illustrates an example High level printing 
Sequence; 
0082 FIG. 66 illustrates an example High level sequence 
diagram for uploading from a mobile device; 
0083 FIG. 67 illustrates an example High level sequence 
diagram for downloading to a mobile device, using a SMS 
alert to trigger the download; 
0084 FIG. 68 illustrates an example Sequence fragment 
showing the processing of Scanned ID: 
I0085 FIG. 69 illustrates an example Local Photo Printing 
Sequence; 
I0086 FIG.70 illustrates an example Printing Uploads to a 
Photo Archive; 
0087 FIG. 71 illustrates an example Capturing a Netpage 
document via printing: 
0088 FIG.72 illustrates an example Business Card; 
I0089 FIG. 73 illustrates example Business Card Phone 
Number Fields: 
0090 FIG. 74 illustrates an example Business Card Fax 
Field; 
0091 FIG. 75 illustrates an example Business Card Web 
URL Field; 
0092 FIG. 76 illustrates example Business Card SMS and 
MMS Fields: 
0093 FIG. 77 illustrates an example Business Card Email 
Field; 
0094 FIG. 78 illustrates an example Street Address Field; 
0095 FIG. 79 illustrates an example Business Card Photo 
and Name Field; 
0096 FIG.80 illustrates an example Business Card Iden 

tifier Field; 
0097 FIG. 81 illustrates an example Printed photo card; 
0098 FIG. 82 illustrates example Interactive fields for 
photo card; 
0099 FIG. 83 illustrates an example Scanning of an 
M-Print printout; 
0100 FIG. 84 illustrates an example Sequence diagram 
for generating Netpage clicks from a mobile device GUI: 
0101 FIG. 85 illustrates a schematic representation of the 
modular interaction in a printer/mobile phone; 
0102 FIG. 86 illustrates a schematic representation of the 
modular interaction in a tag sensor/mobile phone; 
0103 FIG. 87 illustrates a schematic representation of the 
modular interaction in a printer/tag sensor/mobile phone; 
0104 FIG. 88 is a more detailed schematic representation 
of the architecture within the mobile phone of FIG. 87: 
0105 FIG. 89 is a more detailed schematic representation 
of the architecture within the mobile phone module of FIG. 
88: 
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0106 FIG. 90 is a more detailed schematic representation 
of the architecture within the printer module of FIG. 88; 
0107 FIG.91 is a more detailed schematic representation 
of the architecture within the tag sensor module of FIG. 88; 
0.108 FIG. 92 is a schematic representation of the archi 
tecture within a tag decoder module for use instead of the tag 
sensor module of FIG. 88; 
0109 FIG. 93 illustrates an exploded perspective view of 
a “candy bar type mobile phone embodiment; 
0110 FIG. 94 illustrates a partially cut away front and 
bottom view of the embodiment shown in FIG. 93; 
0111 FIG. 95 illustrates a partially cut away rear and 
bottom view of the embodiment shown in FIG. 93; 
0112 FIG. 96 illustrates a front elevation of the embodi 
ment shown in FIG. 93 with a card being fed into the entry 
slot; 
0113 FIG. 97 illustrates a cross section view taken along 
line A-A of FIG.96: 
0114 FIG. 98 illustrates a cross section view taken along 
line A-A of FIG. 96 with the card emerging from the media 
exit slot of the mobile phone: 
0115 FIG. 99 illustrates a lateral cross section through a 
print cartridge; 
0116 FIG. 100 illustrates the media coding on the card 
with separate clock and data tracks; 
0117 FIG. 101 illustrates a block diagram of an M-print 
system that uses media with separate clock and data tracks; 
0118 FIG. 102 illustrates a simplified circuit diagram for 
an optical encoder; 
0119 FIG. 103 illustrates a block diagram of the MoPEC 
with the clock and data inputs; 
I0120 FIG. 104 illustrates a block diagram of the optional 
edge detector and page sync generator for the M-print system 
of FIG. 101; 
I0121 FIG. 105 illustrates a block diagram of a MoPEC 
that uses media with a pilot sequence in the data track to 
generate a page Sync signal; 
0.122 FIG. 106 illustrates a schematic representation of 
the position of the encoders along the media feed path. 
I0123 FIG. 107 illustrates an example map printed on a 
print medium; 
0.124 FIG. 108 illustrates an example traffic report route 
planner printed on a print medium; 
(0.125 FIG. 109 illustrates an example restaurant review 
printed on a print medium; 
0.126 FIG. 110 illustrates an example destination route 
planner printed on a print medium. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

I0127. The following modes, given by way of example 
only, are described in order to provide a more precise under 
standing of the subject matter of a preferred embodiment or 
embodiments. In the figures, incorporated to illustrate fea 
tures of an example embodiment, like reference numerals are 
used to identify like parts throughout the figures. 

1.0 Printing Internet Based Content Product Architecture 
I0128. An example of a M-Print print media is the size of a 
business card. In general, documents or web based materials 
that have been designed for display on a desktop monitor or to 
be printed on A4 or Letter paper and may not print well on 
such sized media. If the content is reduced for the business 



US 2010/023 1981 A1 

card media then the content may be too small for easy reading. 
If multiple pages of media are used to print a page then the 
user is required to assemble the pages in the correct order 
before the printout is meaningful. To have presentable, effec 
tive content on a business card sized media the content should 
be specifically authored for that sized media. Described 
herein is a general mechanism to allow the authors and pro 
viders of web applications and web sites to make explicit use 
of the new media size. Such as a business card. 
0129. The term “Mobile Document’ or M-Doc is herein 
used to refer to documents specifically authored to be printed 
via M-Print. The format of a “Mobile Document” (i.e print 
medium) may vary, it can be pre-rendered and in a format 
ready to be sent directly to the printer, or it can be in a higher 
level format that requires rendering before printing. On some 
mobile devices it is not be possible to render the “Mobile 
Document on the device, thus the “Mobile Document” is 
rendered before being sent to the mobile device. In regard of 
other mobile devices, the “Mobile Document can be sent in 
the high level format and rendered on the mobile device. In 
general, to be able to render on the device the “Mobile Docu 
ment' format is provided in an encapsulated format that con 
tains the data necessary to render the M-Doc. Thus, by pro 
viding the M-Doc in an encapsulated format, the M-Doc does 
not necessarily have to rely on a particular font or bitmap 
being available on the mobile device (i.e. mobile telecommu 
nications device). 
0130. A common usage of a “Mobile Document” is for the 
author of a web page to Summarise contents of the web-page 
in a “Mobile Document', which will herein be referred to as 
a "Nugget, and to provide a link on the page for users to print 
the nugget. When the web page is static HTML the content of 
the nugget can also be static. If the web page is dynamic 
HTML then it is likely the content of the nugget may also have 
to be dynamically created. 
0131 Current 2.5G mobile data networks have low band 
width, high latency, and are expensive to transfer data over. 
The emerging 3G networks improve the bandwidth and 
latency but are still expensive to transfer data over. Mobile 
carriers tend to Subsidise some of the data transfer mecha 
nisms to encourage use, so it is possible to have a situation 
where it is significantly cheaper to send dataviaan MMS than 
it is to transfer it via a HTTP request over the same network. 
For this reason the proposed architecture Supports multiple 
ways of delivering an M-Doc to a mobile device. The archi 
tecture is also designed to minimise the number of requests 
that need to be made from the device to retrieve a M-Doc and 
to also to minimise the amount of data that needs to be 
transferred to the device to transmit an M-Doc. 

0132) There are three messaging services in common use 
in the mobile networks at the moment: SMS (Short Message 
Service), EMS (Enhanced Message Service and MMS) (Mul 
timedia Message Service). SMS is generally designed for 
sending text only messages up to 160 characters long. EMS is 
an enhanced version of SMS consisting of several SMS mes 
sages clustered together. This mechanism is used to deliver 
ring tones, etc to handsets. Both SMS and EMS are imple 
mented using existing mechanisms in the GSM or CDMA 
networks and do not require IP based bearers such as GPRS. 
MMS provides the ability to send a mixture of multimedia 
formats Such as images, Sound and movies along with a defi 
nition of how to use these multimedia formats using the 
Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language, SMIL. 
MMS does not have any theoretical size limits. MMS is 
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implemented on top of IP bearers and requires GPRS or one 
the 3G equivalents to be deployed. Since MMS uses IP bear 
ers it is not able to self-transfer or “push’ itself out to a 
handset, instead it uses SMS to alert the user to the fact that an 
MMS message is waiting in the network for the user to 
retrieve, so it requires a “push and “pull to retrieve the 
message, whereas SMS requires a single “push” and EMS is 
delivered by multiple “pushes'. 

1.1 High Level Architecture 
I0133) Referring to FIG. 1, a M-Doc 500 residing in the 
network 501 generally requires delivery to the mobile device 
100 before it can be printed. There are two ways in which a 
request to retrieve and print an M-Doc 500 can originate: 

0.134 1-direct user action, typically clicking on a link 
on a web page; or 

0135 2 the arrival of an SMS or MMS containing a 
M-Doc reference 507 or an M-Doc 500 itself. 

0.136 AM-Doc Retriever 502 is a component responsible 
for fetching an M-Doc 500. The M-Doc 500 is then passed to 
the M-Doc Printing Service 503 and printed. The following 
sections explain each of these major components and their 
inputs and outputs in more detail. 

1.1.1 Web/WAP Browser 

I0137 The Web Browser 504 is a third party application 
available on the mobile device 100. It is used by the user to 
browse web pages. A web site that Supports printing M-Docs 
500 includes web pages that contain M-Doc Reference links. 
When the user clicks on a M-Doc Reference link, a M-Doc 
500 reference is returned to the browser 504. The M-Doc 
reference 507 can be handled by the browser 504 in a number 
of ways dependent upon the operating system running on the 
mobile device 100. 
(0.138. It is also possible for the M-Doc Retriever 502 to be 
activated directly by passing the M-Doc Retriever 502a web 
page reference. This triggers a Nugget Creation service 506 to 
generate a Nugget for the website which the web page refer 
ence is associated with. The ability to generate a meaningful 
Nugget for a website depends on the content of the website. 

1.1.2 M-Doc Retriever 

(0.139. The M-Doc retriever 502 is activated by the arrival 
of M-Doc reference 507 to the device. 
0140. Referring to FIG. 2, the M-Doc Retriever 502 is 
responsible for taking a M-Doc Reference 507 and resolving 
it to an M-Doc 500 to be passed onto the M-Doc Printing 
Service 503. There are a number of ways that a M-Doc Ref 
erence 507 can be supplied to the M-Doc Retriever 502: 

0141 1. MIME type recogniser 508 This can be acti 
vated either by clicking on a link in a web page that 
causes an “HTTP Get' of an object whose MIME type is 
an M-Doc reference 507. Or it can be activated by the 
arrival on the mobile device of an Obex transfer 511. 

0.142 2. Message Monitor 509 This is a component 
that monitors the Inbox of the Messaging Service on the 
mobile device. When it receives a message from any 
source that contains an M-Doc reference 507, the Mes 
sage Monitor 504 passes the M-Doc reference 507 onto 
the M-Doc Retriever 502. 

0143) 3. Web browser plugin 510 This is triggered by 
explicit scripting code in a web page being browsed on a 
web browser 504. When the Web browser plugin is acti 
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vated, it is passed a M-Doc reference 507 which is 
passed onto the M-Doc Retriever 502. 

0144. The M-Doc Retriever 502 receives the M-Doc Ref 
erence 507 which is in the format of a URI (Uniform 
Resource Identifier). The M-Doc Retriever 502 appends 
device specific information to URI and is dispatched via an 
HTTP request to the M-Doc Retrieval Service512 running on 
the device. Device specific information that is appended to the 
URI is dependent upon how the system has been deployed 
and the capabilities of the device. 
(0145. If a Mobile Device Capability Service 513 is 
deployed in the network 501 then the device specific infor 
mation appended only requires identification the handset, via 
IMEI. If the Mobile Device Capability Service 513 is not 
deployed in the network 501 then the device 100 is required to 
append information relating to the printer 4, the formats of 
M-Doc's 500 the device 100 is capable of printing and the 
preferred delivery method. The printer information required 
is deployment specific. If the renderer is able to look up the 
printer characteristics based on the handset or a printer ver 
sion number then only those need to be provided, but if not, 
then information relating the printers resolution and colour 
space parameters are required. 
0146 The M-Doc URI that is supplied by the application 

is used to retrieve the M-Doc 500. This URI contains infor 
mation needed to retrieve or generate the M-Doc 500 from the 
application 514. If the format of the returned M-Doc 500 
matches the format(s) the device 100 is capable of printing, 
then the document 500 is delivered to the device 100. If there 
is an unsuccessful match, the M-Doc 500 is rendered. This is 
performed by passing the document 500 to the rendering 
service 515 along with the printer information. The rendering 
service returns the document in a pre-rendered format which 
can be printed by a mobile device 100 containing a printer 4. 
0147 The way in which the M-Doc 500 is delivered back 
to the M-Doc retriever 502 can also vary. It may be returned 
in the reply to the original HTTP request or it may be sent via 
an MMS or e-mail. These later two cases are most likely to be 
used in an environment where the pricing policy of a carrier 
encourages MMS or email use over general web browsing. 
The preferred delivery method may be included in the 
retrieval request or it may be looked up via the Mobile Device 
Capability Service 513. 
0148. The Rendering Service 515 may also be used 
directly by application writers who want to provide pre-ren 
dered M-Doc's within their application. In this case the Ren 
dering Service 515 is accessed via SOAP (Simple Object 
Access Protocol) as a web service, providing the M-Doc 500 
in its authored format and obtaining the pre-rendered print 
format document and a thumbnail image for use in a GUI516 
of the application 514 running on the device 100. 
0149. When an MMS 517 is sent to the mobile device 100, 
the MMS 517 is stored in the mobile network at a MMS 
Message Centre 518 and an SMS is sent to the device to alert 
the user an MMS 517 is waiting to be fetched. With a modi 
fication this notification mechanism can be used to deliver an 
M-Doc 500 to a phone 100. The SMS notification can contain 
both an M-Doc reference 507 and an MMS notification. The 
request to fetch the MMS from the Message Centre 518 can 
be enhanced with the M-Doc reference 509, allowing the 
Message Centre 518 to contact the M-Doc Retrieval Service 
512 to retrieve the M-Doc 500 in the body of the MMS 517. 
This service is called an M-Doc MMS service. 
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0150. Any email, MMS, Obex or web page may contain a 
direct M-Doc 500 rather than an M-Doc Reference 507. In 
this case the M-Doc 500 is passed directly onto the M-Doc 
Printing Service 503. Unless the sender of the message knows 
the capability of the handset receiving the M-Doc 500, the 
M-Doc 500 may not be able to be rendered appropriately, 
hence the M-Doc Reference 507 approach is preferred, but in 
Some cases, such as a Subscription, the sender may know the 
capabilities of the handset and hence be able to by-pass the 
M-Doc Retrieval process and deliver the M-Doc 500 directly. 

1.1.3 M-Doc Printing Service 
0151. The M-Doc Printing Service 503 prints the docu 
ment 500 to the printer 4 in the mobile device 100. M-Doc's 
500 may have different document formats, but the M-Doc 
Retriever stage ensures that it retrieves an M-Doc 500 in a 
format that can be printed by the mobile device 100 without 
any further network interactions. 

1.1.4 Nugget Production 

0152. A Nugget is the distillation of the content of a web 
page onto an M-Print sized printout. In general this not only 
involves reducing the web layout so that the content fits onto 
the M-Print printout. The process also involves selecting the 
key pieces of information on the web page and explicitly 
composing an M-Doc 500 that presents the information 
appropriately. Nugget Support can be provided in two ways: 

0153 1. As part of the design of the application 514 
0154 2. By a nugget generating service 519. 

0155 Providing nugget support as part of the design of 
web application 514 requires the author of the web interface 
to provide a link to a nugget on the web page. Depending on 
the nature of the web content the nugget could either be 
statically authored along with the page or it could be dynami 
cally authored based on the dynamic content on the web page. 
0156 For web sites that do not support Nuggets as part of 
the interface, nuggets can be generated by a nugget genera 
tion Service 519. 
(O157 Referring to FIG.3, the Nugget Generation Service 
519 is activated when a special form of a M-Doc Reference 
507 is passed to the M-Doc Retriever 502 on the mobile 
device 100, which references a web page rather than an 
M-Doc. The Nugget Retrieval Service detects this and passes 
the request onto the Nugget Creation Service 519. 
0158. The Nugget Creation Service 519 generates a nug 
get for the Supplied web page in one of two ways: 

0159. 1. If the supplied web page comes from an explic 
itly supported web application, it passes the web page 
onto the nugget generator for that web application. Com 
mon web applications such as: Google, e-bay, Yahoo, 
Wikipedia and Amazon could be supported. 

0.160 2. If the web page is not from a supported appli 
cation, then the contents is scaled to fit into an M-Doc 
SOO. 

0.161 The nugget generator for Supported applications 
include knowledge of the structure of the web page and the 
main purpose of the web application, and thus be able to 
extract information from the key fields and present that in a 
nugget. For example: 

0162. A Google web page could be distilled to a nugget 
by showing the: search criteria; the top ten hits; how 
many other hits where returned. 
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0163 An Amazon web page could be distilled to show 
ing the contents of the shopping cart. 

0164. A Wikipedia web page could be distilled to the 
term and the definition. 

1.2 Applications 
0.165. This section discusses some applications of Internet 
Based M-Document printing architecture. Any M-Doc 500 
can be Netpage enabled. 

1.2.1 Daily Subscription Services 
0166 Many people buy the daily newspapers to access a 
few small sections of the paper, eg. puzzles, crosswords or 
cartoons. Using M-Doc printing it is possible for a user to 
browse online to the content and then request a printout of the 
content of their choice. To avoid having to browse each day, a 
subscription service that “pushes the user's desired sections 
out to them each day can be set up. The service could use: 
SMS, MMS or e-mail to “push” the M-Doc References out to 
the mobile device. The user can then print then content of the 
Subscription when required. 
0167 Some of the sections of a newspaper that would suit 

this form of distribution are: 
0168 Crossword puzzles: Crossword grid on one sheet; 
clues on another. 

0169. Number puzzles, eg. Sudoku 
(0170 Jokes 
(0171 Cartoons 
(0172 Local Weather 

1.2.2 Navigation and Location Based Services 
(0173 Web services such as “WhereIs" (www.whereis. 
com) provide both the ability to get a list of directions to go 
from one location to another and/or a map. Using a mobile 
device's browser 504 the user can enter the destination and 
their current location and then have the map and directions 
delivered as an M-Doc 500 to be printed. 
0.174. This gives a more convenient presentation of the 
map and directions to refer to while driving. Also in many 
regions in the world it is illegal to look at a mobile phone 
while driving, but it is not illegal to consult a map or written 
directions. 
(0175 Mobile devices 100 that support location services 
are able to Supply their location automatically. In this case it 
is only necessary to specify the destination to receive a map 
and/or a set of directions to print. 
0176). As well as assisting navigation, location based ser 
vices can be used to present of list of possible destinations. 
For example: 

0177. A service that prints out the list of restaurants 
within walking distance; 

0.178 Directions to the closest Service Station (or any 
type of shop): 

0179 Directions to the closest public transport stop. 

1.2.3 Company Business Cards 
0180 Corporate websites often promote a company's pub 

lic image, this can be extended by providing the ability to 
print a “Company Business Card” that gives the general infor 
mation about the company and its general contact details. As 
well as a general “Company Business Card, individual 
departments could easily have their own business cards, eg. 
the Service Department contact details. 
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0181 Web sites for companies normally have a page dedi 
cated to how to find them, that is, directions on how to get to 
their buildings from major transport hubs. These sites could 
easily include M-Documents 500 showing maps of: 

0182. How to get to the company’s premises 
0183. Where the closest parking is 
0.184 Where the closest Hotel is 
0185 Directions on how to navigate from one building 
to another. 

1.2.4 Discount Coupon/Voucher 

0186 Discount coupons can be delivered by M-Docu 
ments 500. These can be delivered via the web as part of an 
advertisement, either directly with the advertisement contain 
ing a link to a M-Document 500 or a coupon could be deliv 
ered to the mobile device as a reward for clicking through an 
advertisement to the companies web site. 
0187. A company could “push’ out via SMS, MMS or 
e-mail vouchers to members of their loyalty scheme or just to 
the general public as a promotion. Another variation on this 
scheme is the ability to deliver a voucher or coupon to a user 
who enters a competition or Votes on-line. For example, using 
an SMS to vote on a reality TV show could result in an MMS 
being returned with a coupon for a prize, or Voting from a web 
site could return an M-Doc 500 with an advertisement and the 
possibility of a prize. 

1.2.5 On-Line Receipts 
0188 When performing on-line transactions from a 
mobile device 100 a receipt for the transaction can be returned 
via an M-Doc 500. This gives a printout that can be filed with 
a user's other receipts. The receipts can contain bar codes 
and/or be Netpage enabled to allow the transaction to be 
recalled on-line on demand. Some example on-line transac 
tions this could be used for are: 

0189 Betting, the nugget can record: the selected 
options, the odds, the money wagered and the possible 
payouts; 

0.190 Banking, the nugget can be similar to an EFTPOS 
receipt; 

0191 Purchasing, the nugget can be similar to a shop 
receipt; 

(0192 Paying bills; 
(0193 Taxi payment 

1.2.6 Ticketing 

0194 For tickets that do not require magnetic stripes it is 
possible to deliver them over-the-air at the time of purchase. 
This could included: Public transport tickets: Theme park ride 
tickets; Theatre tickets; Cinema tickets. 

12.7 Web CAM Print 

0.195 While viewing a web cam on your mobile device, a 
user can select print and have an M-Document 500 of the 
image at that time sent to the users phone. 

1.2.8 On-Line Gaming 

0196. On-line games can use Nuggets to provide addi 
tional information about the game. They can be used to pro 
Vide: Cheat sheets; Maps; Character Summaries; Brag cards, 
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to demonstrate what level you have reached; Vouchers or 
Coupons as rewards for achievement. 

2. Player Architecture 

(0197) A Netpage Player 520 is a physical or virtual device 
capable of "playing requests of various types. A play request 
521 consists of three parts: 

0198 1. The target 522, which specifies which player 
520 the request 521 should be played. 

(0199 2. The operation 523, which specifies the action 
to be performed. 

0200 3. A set of values 524, which are supplied as 
parameters to the operation 523'. 

0201 Typically play requests 521 arise in response to user 
actions. For example, the user clicks on a tagged Surface with 
a Netpage pointer, or interacts with an application that is in 
contact with the Netpage system. Play requests 521 can be 
used to provide a simple feedback mechanism (such as a 
request to display a text string to the user), or may be used to 
cause more Sophisticated interactions with physical devices 
(such as setting the thermostat temperature on a home air 
conditioning system). 
0202 Individual players 520 can be associated with a user 
525 as shown in FIG. 4. A user 525 may be associated with 
multiple players 520 each of which supports the playing of 
possibly overlapping sets of PlayRequests 521. 
0203. It is likely that in many cases a single physical 
NetpagePlayer device 520 is shared between multiple users 
525. For example, a hi-fi audio system in a family room may 
be configured as an audio player for multiple members of the 
family. For the sake of brevity, this section focuses on cases 
where physical players are exclusively used by a single user, 
however, it will be appreciated that this section may be 
applied to multiple users. 
0204 Central to the NetpagePlayer 520 concept is the 
notion of a PlayRequest 521 which are objects that represent 
a request to perform an operation on Some device. This sec 
tions describes various details related to PlayRequests 521. 

2.1 Structure of a PlayRequest 

0205. A PlayRequest (see FIG. 5) consists of three parts, 
each of which is optional: 
1. An optional target 522 which specifies which Netpage 
player 520 the request 521 should be played, 
2. An optional operation 523 which specifies the type of 
action to be performed on the target player 522, and 
3. An optional list of values 524 which are supplied as param 
eters to the operation 523. 
0206. A play request 521 may either be fully or partially 
specified. A fully specified play request completely specifies 
all of the information (target, operation, and parameters) 
required to unambiguously deliver the request to the target 
522 and to perform the desired operation 532. A partially 
specified play request provides some indication of the request 
521 to be played, but does not provide enough information in 
order for the play request 521 to be successfully delivered and 
played without further processing. 
0207. A target 522 may either fully or partially specify the 
target 522 of a play request 521. A fully specified target 
completely identifies the physical player 520 on which the 
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request 521 should be played. A partially specified target 
provides some indication of the desired target 522, but does 
not provide enough information in order for the play request 
521 to be delivered without further processing. An operation 
523 can also be fully or partially specified. A Value 524 
consists of a physical type 525 and associated data 526. For 
example, the physical type 525 might be “image/jpeg and the 
data 526 would be the binary image data. 

2.2 Values and Types 

0208 AValue 524 represents an instance of some physical 
type 525. Each Value 524 has an associated physical type 525 
and Zero or more associated type categories. The physical 
type identifies the structure of the data element of the Value 
524. A possible mechanism would be to use MIME types. For 
example, if the physical type 525 is image/jpeg then the data 
element would contain the binary data of an image in jpeg 
format. 

0209 Referring to FIG. 6, a Value is also optionally asso 
ciated with one or more Categories 527. A Category 527 is 
used to provide additional information about the value 524 
which may allow it to be handled more sensibly by the system 
(i.e. to allow a PlayRequest to be better matched against the 
capabilities of candidate targets during request routing). As 
an example, an image value produced by a digital camera may 
have the physical type 525 image/jpeg, but may also be asso 
ciated with a category 527 of “photo’, whereas an image 
value produced by a fax package might also have the physical 
type 525 image/jpeg, but could be associated with a category 
527 of “facsimile' or with no category at all. 
0210 RequestRouters can take into account both the 
physical type 525 of a value 524 and the categories 527 to 
which it belongs when determining the most appropriate way 
to handle a request 521. 

2.3 Sample PlayRequests 

0211 To better demonstrate the PlayRequest concept, this 
section provides a number of sample PlayRequests 521. A 
PlayRequest 521 can be viewed in tabular form as shown 
below by example in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 

target <identification of the target of the request> 
operation <the name of the operation to be performed 
parameters sphysical type and categories of <value of parameter 

parameter 1> 1> 

sphysical type and categories of <value of parameter 
parameter n> ill 

0212 Firstly, the Request 1 shows a fully specified 
PlayRequest 521 for dialling a number on a specific mobile 
phone. 

Request 1 

target mobile-phone-xyz56474238 
operation dial 
parameters phone-number “555 6754 
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0213. The target field 522 is fully specified and indicates 
that the request 521 is to be performed on the device 520 
identified by the name/address “mobile-phone 
xyz56474238. Note that for simplicity, simple text strings to 
indicate the address of each physical target 522. The play 
request 521 contains an operation of “dial” which is under 
stood by the mobile phone's NetpagePlayer 520. The request 
521 also includes a phone number which is a required param 
eter 528 to the “dial” operation 523. 
0214. As shown below, Request 2 is only partially speci 
fied due to only containing a partially specified target 522. 
The target 522 specifies that the request 521 should be played 
on a mobile phone, but does not specify which mobile phone. 

Request 2 

target mobile phone 
operation dial 
parameters phone-number “555 6754 

0215 Request 3 shown below is also only partially speci 
fied. In this case, the target 522 has been completely left out. 
Although only being partially specified, the request 521 has a 
definite meaning: “dial the phone number 555 6754. The 
device to be used to dial the number is still to be determined 

Request 3 

target 
operation dial 
parameters phone-number “555 6754 

0216 Request 4 is even less fully specified that Request3. 
Request 4 simply contains the phone number “555 6754. 
The operation to be performed with the number and the 
device to handle the request (the target) is still to be deter 
mined and the device to handle the request (the target) is still 
to be determined. 

Request 4 

target 
operation 
parameters phone-number “555 6754 

0217 Request 5 contains a fully specified target 522, but 
does not specify an operation 523. Thus, the target of the 
request 521 is known, but what the target 522 is to do with the 
request (the operation) is still to be determined 

Request 5 

target mobile-phone-xyz56474238 
operation 
parameters phone-number “555 6754 

0218. Request 6 can be used to send a simple text message 
to the user. The target 522 is not specified, so the request 
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means display the following message on whichever player is 
the most appropriate at the current time. 

Request 6 

target 
operation display 
parameters text “Temperature in Sydney is 

280 C. 

2.4 Invocation of PlayRequests 
0219 Play requests 521 can arise in one of two ways: 

0220 1. The user interacts with a printed Netpage form 
that has been authored to include invocations of play 
requests 521. 

0221 2. An arbitrary application sends a play request 
521 to a Netpage Server 529. 

0222. These are discussed in the following sections. 

2.4.1 Authored PlayRequests 
0223 PlayRequests 521 can be authored directly into a 
printed Netpage document. FIG.7 provides an example of an 
interactive business card 530. The business card 530 contains 
interactive elements 531 that can be triggered by clicking on 
them with a Netpage pointer. Each interactive element causes 
a PlayRequest 521 to be invoked. The Netpage Server 529 
then arranges for the request 521 to be played by routing it to 
the appropriate player device 520. 
0224 For example, referring to FIG. 7, consider a user 
with a Netpage-enabled mobile phone device 100 with a 
built-in Netpage pointer. The user clicks on the mobile phone 
icon 532 on the business card 530 which causes the PlayRe 
quest 521 to be triggered. The server 529 routes the play 
request 521 to the user's mobile phone 100 and upon receiv 
ing the request 521, the mobile phone 100 commences dial 
ling the required number. 

2.4.2 Application Invoked PlayRequests 
0225 FIG. 8 shows a typical example of an application 
invoked PlayRequest 521. The steps are as follows: 

0226 1. A Netpage pen 533 transmits a digital ink 
stroke 534 to the Netpage Server 529. 

0227 2. The stroke 534 is determined to be a request 
521 to submit a Netpage form for processing. 

0228. 3. The form is submitted to the corresponding 
Application 535. 

0229 4. As part of the form submission processing, the 
application 535 requests that a play request 521 be 
played by a Netpage Player 520 associated with the user 
525 who made the submission. 

0230) 5. The Server 529 determines the target device 
522 and relays the play request 521 to that device 522. 

2.5 Player Devices 
0231 Netpage Player instances can be deployed on vari 
ous Player devices (platforms). Individual players support 
some subset of the full range of PlayRequests 521 supported 
by Netpage. Table 2 shows some examples of Netpage Player 
Devices. 
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TABLE 2 

Example Netpage Player Devices 

Player 
Device Comments 

Desktop This device is a powerful computing unit usually with fixed network 
Player 585 connectivity. A desktop player is capable of playing a wide range of 

Play Requests (e.g. audio, video, image, html, etc). The player can 
interact with various external software/hardware components running 
on the device. 

Thin Mobile This device is a mobile unit with limited computing power Such as web 
Player enabled or low-end mobile phones. 
587 The thin player running on Such mobile device is capable of playing 

various Play Requests by utilizing the capabilities of the device. 
Examples include sending SMS objects, dialling phone number objects, 
etc. 

Due to the processing limitations of the device, a remote server 
(Netpage and Application Server) processes the input strokes clicks and 
provides the objects to the player. 

SmartMobile This device is a mobile unit with more computing and storage 
Player capabilities, such as a high-end Smart mobile phone or a PDA. 
S88 Such device is capable of enabling most of the Netpage functionality by 

running a Micro edition of the Netpage Server locally. 
In such an environment, the player can receive Play Requests from the 
local server (running on the device) and no on-line connectivity to a 
remote server peer would be necessarily required at the time of playing. 

Embedded An embedded player is a custom device that is built for a specific 
Player application. Examples of such players are Digital Camera, capable of 
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playing (i.e. showing) images and possibly video; or Audio Player, 
capable of playing audio. The Netpage player is either built into the 
device or as a detachable unit. 

0232. Note that while some of the devices mentioned in 
Table 2 are also capable of recording/capturing objects (e.g. a 
digital camera of a mobile phone is capable of capturing 
images), access to Such captured data is not accessible via the 
Netpage Player concept, but can be accessed via a Netpage 
Clipboard, which will be discussed in more detail. 

2.6 Request Processing 

0233. This sections describes how PlayRequest objects 
521 are processed throughout the Netpage system. The pro 
cessing of requests includes two operations: 

0234 1. The routing of requests 521 from one Netpage 
Player 520 to another. 

0235 2. The transformation of PlayRequests 521 (for 
example to change a partially specified request more 
specified) as they are being routed. 

2.6.1 Request Routing 

0236 A play request 521 is routed from source to the 
eventual destination via one or more intermediary Reques 
tRouters 536 as shown in FIG.9. RequestRouters 536 imple 
ment the NetpagePlayer interface, and are responsible for 
routing each PlayRequest 521 they receive to an appropriate 
target NetpagePlayer 520. Each RequestRouter 536 main 
tains a set of potential targets 538. Eventually a PlayRequest 
521 arrives at a PlayerAgent 537 which is responsible for 
actually performing the play request 521. 
0237 All PlayRequests 521 from (or on behalf of) a user 
525 are initially handled by a RequestRouter 536 inside the 
Netpage Server 529. This router is called the UserReques 
tRouter 539 (see FIG. 10). Typically the UserRequestRouter 
539 forwards requests to a RequestRouter 536 residing on a 
physical device, although such forwarding may pass through 

an arbitrary number of intermediary RequestRouters 536 
along the way. Device based RequestRouters 536 are respon 
sible for routing requests 521 to the various player agents 537 
running on the device. 
0238. The typical scenario is shown in FIG. 11. The User 
RequestRouter 539 has a set of potential targets 538 which are 
all RequestRouters 536 residing on physical devices. Each 
device's RequestRouter 536 then has a set of potential Play 
erAgent targets. The PlayerAgents are the NetpagePlayers 
520 that actually play requests 521. 

2.6.2 Request Transformation 
0239 Each RequestRouter 536 can optionally transform 
the PlayRequest 521 it receives before passing it on to a 
subsequent NetpagePlayer 520. The transformation typically 
produces a more fully specified version of the supplied 
PlayRequest 521, but may also produce a completely new 
PlayRequest 521 with no fields in common with the source 
PlayRequest 521. 

2.6.3 Player Capabilities 

0240 Different players have different capabilities. That is, 
each player is capable of playing a different set of PlayRe 
quests 521. The capabilities of a NetpagePlayer 520 are speci 
fied in a CapabilitySpecification 540. The capabilities 541 of 
each child player are taken into account by RequestRouters 
536 when handling PlayRequests 521. The capabilities 541 of 
different players may overlap, potentially resulting in 
ambiguous PlayRequests 521. Such ambiguities are resolved 
by RequestRouters using methods described in further detail 
below. 
0241 The CapabilitySpecification 540 is not limited to 
simply specifying which operations 523 can be performed on 


























































