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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Ouyzey B. Moxo-
SMITH, a citizen of the United States, resi-
dent of Lorain, county of Lorain, and State
of Ohio, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Golf Apparatus, of which
the following is a specification, the prin-
ciple of the invention being herein ex-
plained and the best mode in which I have
contemplated applying that principle,-so as
to distinguish it from other inventions.

My invention relates to golf apparatus
and particularly to means of this character
designed for indoor golf practice to the end
that the different putting strokes may. be
perfected. It is intended that the apparatus
shall be utilized with the regulation outdoor
golf putter and golf ball. The apparatus
is coordinated to form a competitive game
in which individual scores are kept similar
to those which obtain in the outdoor game.
The apparatus is designed to allow for the
practice of the different kinds of putting
strokes that are used on the outdoor greens
and these strokes parallel the outdoor game
in that each play depends upon what has
resulted from the preceding play. The first
play is designed to provide practice for the

long approach put of the outdoor game

which requires a very firm stroke and the
manner in which the second stroke is neces-
sarily played depends upon the accuracy
and results of the first stroke and so on
until the ball is holed. Penalty for poor
play or misfortune results as naturally and
quite parallel in its effects to the same
incidents of the outdoor game, and the re-
sults of a game, viz, the average com-
petitive scores of a set of players, quite
closely approach the relative scores of the

same players in their outdoor game.
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The annexed drawings and the following
description set forth in detail certain means
embodying my invention, such means consti-
tuting, however, but one of the various
forms in which the principle of the inven-
tion may be applied.

In said annexed drawings:

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic illustration,

representing a plan view of the playing
course; - . . :
Figure 2 is a front elevation of a target

block which is the objective of the first
stroke; :
Figure 38 is a plan view of said block;
Figure 4 is a vertical transverse section of

said block, taken in the plane indicated by
the line IV—IV, Figure 3; ‘

Figures 5 and 6 represent central vertical
sections of an hazard and a bunker, respec-
tively, forming elements of my improved
apparatus;

6O

Figure 7 represents a bottom plan of a -

golf cup or hole forming part of said ap-
paratus;

Figure 8 represents a central vertical sec-
tion of said cup; and

Figures 9 and 10 represent an out-of-
doors use of said cup.

Referring to the annexed drawings, in 7

which the same ordinals represent, respec-
tively, the same elements in the several
views, I indicate by the ordinal 1 a founda-
tion upon which the golf- course utilized
with my improved apparatus may be laid,
the same being preferably a domestic rug
of standard size, for instance, 9 feet x 12
feet. Adjacent three corners of this rug are
positioned three elements of my golf appa-
ratus, as plainly shown in Figure 1, a tee 2,
a target block 3 and a cup 4. In line with
the cup 4 and a point 25 about six inches
forwardly of the block 3, and approximately
centrally of the rug 1, I locate a hazard 5,
the preferable shape of the same being
shown in Figure 5. Out of line with any
two of the preceding elements and upon the
body of the rug 1 somewhere within the gen-
eral quarter of the rug containing the cup 4
and hazard 5, T locate a bunker 6, Figure 6,
designed to parallel a sand trap or other
means denoting misfortune for a player
upon an outside course. I have shown, for
purposes of illustration, this bunker 6 locat-
ed ‘about centrally of the two side edges of
the course 1 and about equidistant from the
cup 4 and hazard 5.

I shall now describe in detail the various
elements which have heretofore been gen-

erally mentioned. - The tee 2 consists only !

in an area marked off in any practicable
manner, such as by chalk lines, from which
the first stroke is made, the location of the
same being preferably adjacent one corner

of the course 1 and the dimensions being -

preferably 214 feet x 214 feet. I wish to
be understood as prescribing considerable
latitude to these dimensions, as well as all

-other dimensions herein mentioned, those
. which I refer to be,in%
. I having demonstrate

merely illustrative,
to my satisfaction
that the same are of relative practicable
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size for a satisfactory game upon the course:

which 17 have mentioned, viz, a rug o
standard domestic size. The target block 3,
which is preferably located adjacent the
other corner of an end edge of the course 1
opposite the tee 2, is preferably a wooden
member about 18 inches in length, about 8
inches deep, and about 154 inches high, the
latter dimension being the diameter of a

1 standard size golf ball. Formed in the

block 3 is a transverse cylindrical hole T,
Figure 4, intersecting a vertical cylindrical
bore 8, a cylindrical bar 9 being mounted to
reciprocate within the hole 7 and normally
being actuated by the spring 10 into the
position plainly shown in Figure 3 so that
a head or target 11, formed upon the pro-
truding end of the bar 9, is presented to
form a resilient target for the ball 12 as it
is driven from the tee 2 by the initial put-
ting shot. The target 11 reciprocates with-
in a recess 13 formed in the front face of

" the block 8 so that the front face of the
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target 11 lies flush with the front face of
the block 8 when the target is properly hit
and driven back against the tension of the

spring 10. In order that there may be no .

dificulty in accurately gauging whether or
mnot such a hit has been made, I prefer to
provide a striker 14 pivotally mounted upon
a support 15 secured to the block 8, as
plainly shown in Figure 4, said striker hav-
ing an enlarged flat portion 16 at one end,
upon one face of which the spring 10 is
mounted and against the other face of which

the reciprocating bar 9 abuts. The strik- -

Ing movement-of the member 14 will ring
the bell 17. The member 9 is preferably a
Y4-inch cylindrical rod and the same pref-
erably slides within a cylindrical tube 18
secured within the hole 7. As plainly shown
in Figure 5, the hazard 5 is preferably in
the form of a truncated cone, the top surface

‘19, however, having preferably a slightly

dished formation, the diameter of the base
20 of the cone being approximately 1214
inches, the diameter of the dished top sur-
face 19 being approximately 414 inches and
the distance from the base 20 to the center
of the top surface 19 being approximately
1 inch. The bunker 6 is preferably of cone
formation, the base being approximately
10 inches in diameter and the height ap-
proximately 14-inch. The cup 4 is an in-
verted cone, as plainly shown in Figures.7
and 8, the height being approximately -&-
inches and the diameter 53} inches. This
inverted cone 4 is mounted upon a tubular
base 21 of approximately 1 inches heighth
and having a diameter of approximately
2% inches. Preferably, the upper part of
this base 21 is heavily weighted as indi-
cated by the layer of lead 22.

Generally, the object of the game is to
traverse the course above-described from

1,610,239

‘the putting station 2 to the cup 4 via
f- the target 8 and the top surface 19 of the

hazard 5 in as few strokes as possible, avoid-
ing, if possible, the bunker 6. The height
and inverted inclination of the cup 4 are
such as to retain the ball 12 securely, Fig-
ure 8, whenever the same intersects the
under surface of the inverted cone 4 unless
the contact of the ball with this under sur-
face is so slight as to correspond to a con-
dition known as “rimming the hole” in out-
door golf, when the ball 12 will be diverted
from the cup 4 and the holing of the ball
will not have been attained by that stroke.
When the game is played upon a rug 1, the
heavily weighted tubular base 21 of the cup
4 sinks somewhat into the rug 1, Figure 8,
so as to provide somewhat more satisfac-

tory and efficient results in “holing” the ball’

under the cup 4. It is preferable to have
the layer of lead 22 spaced somewhat from
the bottom of the base 21 in order that the
base may be tubular and thus settle satis-
factorily into the rug. It is evident that
different sets of rules might be provided for
traversing the course, as above-described,
nine or eighteen times, to complete a game,
the formation and arrangement of the ap-
paratus, in any event, giving the practice,
competition and scoring, ana%logous to out-
side golf, which I have above mentioned.
In order that the use of the apparatus may
better be understood as well as the function-
ing of its several elements and the coordina-
tion of the same, I shall now describe the
playing of a game by a set of rules which
are merely illustrative of many possible sets
of rules by which a game may be played
and the desired results above-mentioned ob-
tained. ,

A firm, accurate stroke from the tee 2 will

-cause the ball 12, if it does not hit the target

11, to hit some other part of the block 3
and rebound onto or across the tee 2. If
the ball 12 hits the target 11 fairly squarely,
the resilient mounting of the bar 9 will cause
the ball to be dumped somewhat into the
position 25, Figure 1, which is in line with
the upper surface 19 of the hazard 5, and
the cup 4. In this later event, according to
the illustrative rules which T am explain-
ing, the player scores “1” and upon his
next play, attempts to stroke the ball 12
from the position 25 across the surface 19
toward or into the cup 4. In the event that
he succeeds in driving the ball across the
surface 19 and under the inverted cone 4
upon this second stroke, he has made the
hole in “2.” Tt is possible to hit the target
11 on the stroke from the tee 2 so peculiarly
as to cause the ball to rebound at an angle
across the surface 19 and under the cup 4
and thus score “1” for the hole. In the
event that the player does not cross the sur-
face 19 upon stroking from. the position 25,
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he must then continue his strokes until he
does cross the surface 19 and then there-
after enter the cup 4. It will be noticed that
the cup 4 is near one corner of the rug so
that it is easily possible to miss or rim the
cup and roll off the rug out of bounds. In
this event, when shooting for the cup 4, he
scores “3” for this one stroke and is consid-
ered to have made the hole. In the event
that the ball goes out of bounds upon any
other stroke, the player adds an additional
“1” to his score and plays his next stroke
from the spot where the ball went out of
bounds. ,
Assuming now that upon the first stroke
from the tee 2, the player hit the block 3
and did mot strike the target 11 and the
ball 12 did not return to or across the tee 2,
the player scores “2” for this stroke and
then plays from the tee 2 over.the surface

19 of the hazard 5, this, of course, in addi-

tion to the chance of not making the hazard,
subjecting the player to the risk of bring-
ing the bunker 6 between the lay of the ball,

5 for instance, position 26, and the final ob-

- jective, viz, the cup 4. The various com-

90

55

60

65

plications that may arise. due to failure to
cross the surface 19 for several strokes and
to the obstruction of the bunker 6, can read-
ily be imagined. In the event that the player
does rebound from the block 3 across the
tee 2 upon his first stroke from the latter,
he has a second chance to play this stroke
and, in the event that he again misses the
target 11, and yet hits the block 3 and does
not rebound to or across the tee 2, he scores
“3” to cover the two attempts and plays
the surface 19 from the tee 2. In the event
that he does hit the target 11 upon this
second attempt, then the ball being dumped
back into a position upon the rug, probably
approximately the position 25, he scores
“1% for the two attempts and plays the sur-
face 19 from this position 25. The same
rule applies if there is a third tee stroke
and the same hits the target 11. If, upon
the second attempt from the tee 2 the ball
rebounds back to or across the latter, after
hitting the block 3 without hitting the tar-
get 11, the player makes a third attempt
from the tee 2 to hit the target 11. -If, in
this case and for the third time he hits the
block 8 and misses the target 11 and yet
rebounds back to or across the tee 2, he
scores “3” for the three attempts and plays
for the hazard surface 19 from the tee 2.
If, however, upon this third play, he does
not rebound to or across the tee 2, he scores
“4” for the three attempts and plays the
hazard surface 19 from the tee 2. In the
event that a hopping ball results from the
tee stroke so that the ball jumps the block
8, or if the block 3 is missed entirely, the
same scoring and subsequent stroke will ap-

ply as if this stroke had hit the block 3 and

B

" had not returned to or across the tee 2. The

same rules apply if the ball fails to reach
the block 3. Although a fair hit will result
in dumping the ball approximately in the
position 25, in line for a straight play over
the hazard surface 19 toward the cup 4, of
course, hits upon the target 11 which are
not fairly square, or slices or hooks, will
result in the ball rebounding to positions
not so advantageous for play across the haz-
ard surface 19 and toward the cup 4, for
instance position 27, Figure 1. In this
event the player scores “1” and plays the
surface 19 from this position 27. If the
slice or hook is so acute as to cause the ball
12, after hitting the target 11, to roll off of
the rug 1, the player scores “1” and plays
the next stroke from the tee 2 in an attempt
to cross the hazard surface 19. In the event
that the player rings the bell 17 and the ball
drops dead too close to the target 11 to allow
the subsequent stroke, the player is allowed
without penalty to move the ball back in
the line of play from the tee 2 the length of
the putter head and then plays the hazard
5 from the new position. It is necessary, no
matter what the result of the tee stroke may
have been, to cross the hazard surface 19
and until this is done, the player is not en-
titled to play for the cup 4. He continues
to play the hazard surface 19 from what-
ever position his ball may be in until he has
crossed this surface and he is then entitled to
play for the cup 4. The player’s score to
the cup position is recorded and then the
operation repeated as many times as it is
desired for the particular game involved,
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preferably, of course, some multiple of nine. .

It will be noted that the height of the
rim of the inverted cone 4 is 134 inches and
the height of the base 21 is 14 inches. Be-
tween 'these limits lie the diameters of vari-
ous sizes of standard golf balls so that the
use of the cup or hole 4 is flexible for the
different sizes of balls. Furthermore, in
order that a lighter cup 4 may be used, the
same is preferably hollow, as shown, and
also has no upper or plane surface cor-
responding to what would be the base if the
cone were not inverted. For outdoors use
of the cup 4, the base 21 is removed and the
inverted cone 4 staked to the ground 28 by a

pin 29 driven into the ground, as illustrated -

in Figure 9. This hollow cup, for indoors
use, is formed with a hole 23 for a flag
standard 24,-as illustrated in Figure 7. For

-outdoors use the cup 4 may be staked by
driving the pin 29 through this hole 23.

What I claim is: )

1. In golf apparatus, the combination
with means forming a substantially rectan-
gular playing surface; of a tee arranged

.thereon; a block formed with a target pre-

sented fo sald tee, said target providing a
dumping rebound of the ball and the bal-
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ance of said block providing a vigorous re-
bound of the ball, said block and said tee
being adjacent one end of the playing sur-
face, a cup adjacent the opposite end of the
playing surface, and a hazard positioned in-
termediate said block and cup.

2. In golf apparatus, ‘the combination
with means forming a substantially rectan-
gular playing surface, of a tee arranged
thereon, a block formed with a target pre-
sented to said tee, said target providing a
dumping rebound of the ball and the bal-
ance of said block providing a vigorous re-
bound of the ball, said block and said tee be-

5 ing adjacent one end of the playing surface,
a hazard and a cup substantially in line with:

said target, said cup being positioned on
said playing surface substantially diagonal-
ly opposite said target, and said hazard be-
ing positioned about centrally. between said
target and cup.

3. In golf apparatus, the combination
with means forming a substantially rectan-
gular playing surface; of a tee arranged ad-
jacent one corner thereof, a block formed

. with a target presented to said tee, said tar-

et providing a dumping rebound of the
ﬁall and the balance of said block providing
a vigorous rebound of the ball, said block
and said tee being adjacent one end of the
playing surface, a cup adjacent a corner of
the playing surface substantially diagonally

opposite said block, a hazard positioned

about centrally between said target and cup.

"and a bunker positioned substantially cen-

trally of the two sides of the playing sur-
face and-about equidistant from said haz-
ard and cup.

4. In go}l)f apparatus, a block member
formed with a horizontal longitudinal hole,
one face of said block member being formed
with a shallow cylindrical recess whose di-
ameter is substantially the height of the
block member, said hole intersecting said
recess, and a spring-mounted rod in said

~hole having a limited reciprocable move-

‘the under surface of the cone,

1,510,239

ment therein, said rod being for;ried with an
enlarged outer end target portion mounted
in sald recess. ‘

. 5. In golf apparatus, a hazard consisting !

of a frusto-conical member whose upper sur-
face is slightly dished.

6. In golf apparatus, a cup consisting of |

a substantially rigid inverted cone member
formed with a support, the rim height of the

cone and the height of the support above the -

Elaying surface slightly more than compre-
ending the spread in sizes between stand-
ard golf balls, so that the latter may be
trapped between the playing surface and
when prop-
erly putted into that area.

7. In golf apparatus, a cup consisting of
a tubular weighted base portion, and a con-
lcal portion mounted upon its apex upon
said base portion and extended outwardly
and upwardly from the laiter, the rim
height of said conical portion and the
height of said base above the playing sur-
face slightly more than comprehending the
spread in sizes between standard golf balls,
so that the latter may be trapped between
the playing surface and the under surface of
the cone, when properly putted into that
area. ,

8. In golf apparatus, a cup consisting of
a tubular weighted base portion, and a coni-
cal portion mounted upon its apex upon said
base portion and extended -outwardly and
upwardly from the latter, said conical por-
tion being hollow and having an open top
or plane surface, the rim heighth of said
conical portion and the height of said base
above the }l)llaying surface slightly more
than comprehending the spread in sizes be-
tween standard golf balls, so that the lat-
ter may be trapped between the playing sur-
face and the ung
properly putted into that area. :

igned by me this 7th day of March, 1923.

OLNEY B. MONOSMITH.
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