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To all thon, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, FRANK Eilip HIN stroNE 

STARR, of Norwood, 34 England Avenue, 
Marrickville, Sydney, New South Wales, 

5 Australia, a subject of the King of Great 
Britain and Ireland, have invented certain 
new and useful Devices for Separating the 
Inner and Outer Parts of Double Colars 
for Shirts, of which the following is a speci 
fication. . . . . . - r. 

This invention has reference to devices for 
use with shirt collars of folded or double 
form which are stiffened for use and gener 
ally adapted to receive a tie or similar arti 

15 cle of dress. It is often found in practice 
that after such collars have been returned 
from a laundry the outer and inner portions 
thereof either adhere to each other or are so 
close to each other as to prevent free move 

20 ment of the tie or similar article of dress 
When arranged between such portions and 
after the collar has been secured in position, 
for example, to a neck band of a shirt. 
The device according to this invention en 

2 ables the collar to be so treated after being 
returned from the laundry as to permit of 
free movement of the tie or similar article 
of dress between the outer and inner por 
tions thereof after the collar has been se 

30 cured in position, the device serving to sep 
arate the Outer and inner portions of the 
collar from each other or space them apart 
throughout the length thereof and at the 
same time to hold them against appreciable 

85 displacement, the outer and inner portions 
being thus spaced from each other for their 
entire width except at or in close proximity 
to the junction of Such portions at which 
they are practically unaffected, the some 

0 what sharp rounded upper wearing edge of 
the collar being retained. To this end stated 
broadly the device comprises three approxi 
nately parallel members the inner or inter 
mediate member being capable of arrange 
ment between the said outer and inner por 
tions of the collar which are respectively 
disposed between such intermediate member 
and the Outer members on the opposite sides 
thereof, these outer members virtually form 
ing a closed space for the reception of the 
intermediate member. When thus arranged 
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relatively to the collar the aforesaid outer. 
and innei portions are separated or spaced 
apart in the manner previously described. 
by moving the device lengthwise of the co 
air iron one end to the other end thereof. 
Therefore, stated more particularly, the de... 
vice consists of a structure comprising a 
fraile-like member having a substantially 
longitudinal opening; a rigid-member lo 
cated centrally within said opening, said 
meinber extending from one end of said, 
frame-like member towards, but stopping 
short of, the other end thereof, whereby an 
inverted U-like slot obtains between the said 
two members and constitutes a closed space 
for the traverse of the folds and top of the 
collar with the rigid member interposed in 
separating relation between the folds; and 
a handle at an end of said frame-like 
inenber. . . . . . . . . . 

in order that the said invention may be 
clearly understood and readily carried into 
effect the same will how be described by way 
of example with reference to the accompany 
ing drawings in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view; 
Fig. 2 an elevation and 
Fig. 3 a cross section taken on the line 

8-3 of Figure 2 of one construction of the 
device according to this invention. 

Fig. 4 is a similar view to Fig. 2 of an 
alternative construction. 
The construction shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 

3 is adapted to be made of Wood or com 
position capable of being fashioned from 
the solid or made of celluloid or similar 
material capable of being moulded or 
pressed to the shape required, the inter 
mediate member a being of greater width 
than thickness and of less thickness than 
a handle portion b which is of approxi 
mately the same width as the member a the 
free end of the intermediate member being 
gradually reduced in thickness and rounded 
off at its terminal end as well as being pro 
vided with curved corners between such 
terminal and the side edges as shown in 
the drawings. The shape in cross section 
of the intermediate member as particularly 
shown in Fig. 3 is such that the said side 
edges are of approximately semi-circular 
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form and the surfaces thereof are of 
slightly curved shape in order to enable 
the member to be passed between the said 
outer and inner portions of the collar with 
a minimum amount of friction. The sides 
of the handle portion are continued as the 
outside members 6 which extend on each 
side of the intermediate member a, and ter 
minate with a spacing piece d disposed a 
comparatively short distance from the free 
end of the intermediate member and closing the walls thereof, said member extending the space between the outside members at 
the end opposite to that of the handle por 
tion b. Thus constructed a U-shaped space 
or slot is provided between the intermedi 
ate member and the outside members and the spacing piece, the U-shaped space or 
slot being capable of receiving one end of 
a double collar with the intermediate mem 
ber between the outer and inner portions 
thereof and permitting the collar to be 
passed lengthwise through the space or slot 
for separating the outer and inner portions 
sufficiently to enable a tie to be freely moved 
lengthwise of the collar after it has been 
secured in position to the neck band of the 
shirt. 

In the alternative construction illustrated 
in Fig. 4 the intermediate member a, and 
handle portion b integral therewith are ap 
proximately of the same thickness through 
out and the outside members c are bent 
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transversely as at G' about the middle of the 
length thereof for providing the space on 
each side of the intermediate member a 
whilst the spacing piece d is in the form of 
a roller mounted on a pin d' extending 
through the ends of the outside member c, 
the pin d' being formed with a screw 
threaded portion for receiving a milled 
headed nute whereby the space between the 
outside members c and the intermediate 
member a may be adjusted the outside mem 

or double kind co 
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ber 6 tending to spring outwardly in oppo 
sition to the pressure exerted by the nute. 
What I claim and desire to Secure by Let 

ters Patentis: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1. A device for separating the inner and 

outer portions of shirt-collars of the folded 
ting 'of a structure: 

comprising a frame having a longitudinal 
opening intervening between two parallel 
side wallis; a rigid member positioned cen 
trally within said opening and parallel with 

from one end of said frame towards, but 
stopping short of, the other end thereof, 
whereby a divided inverted U-slot obtains 
between the said two members and consti 
tutes a closed space for the traverse of the 
folds and top of the collar with the rigid 
member interposed in separating relation 
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between the folds; and a handle at an end 
of said frame. - . . . . 2. A device for separating the inner and 
outer portions of shirt-collars of the folded 
or double kind, comprising a handle por 
tion, a rigid separating member directly 
associated with the handle portion and 
adapted to be inserted between the inner 
and outer portions at one end of the collar 
and to be passed from thence to the other 
end of the collar to space the said inner 
and outer portions apart throughout the 
length of the collar, two outside members 
associated at one end with the handle por 
tion and arranged one on each side of, and 
substantially parallel with the separating 
member, and a spacing member connecting 
the outer ends of the two outside members 
beyond the end of the separating member 
to form a U-shaped space for the passage 
of the collar. , 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 

ture. . . . . . . 
FRANK ELPHINSTONE STARR. 
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